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ADVERTISEMENT. 





By referring to the Journal of the Convention which formed the Constitu- 
tion of this Association, it will be scen thata resolution was passed, author ° 
izing and requiring the Clerk to keep and preserve a copy of the business 


i of said Association, annually, for the use of the same. 


We herewith present to our brethren and all whom it.may concern, said 
records, as above steted, with the Articles of Faith and Rules of Decorum, 
as by them adopted. Notwithstanding the lapse of only thirty-three years 
of its existence hus transpired, yet so frail is our memory, so short is our 
stay, so transient is our existence, that but few yet remain on her earthly 
ground, with their hands raised towards Heaven for her, like Moses in be- 
half of Israel, while contending with the hosts of Amalek; while perhaps 
none remember her formation, constitution, faith and business. The futh 
ers have gone from Inbor to reward ; their places are filled by others, Th 
find the White River Association of Regular Baptists in existence, amoniggm 
the multiplicity of other religious organizations. ‘I'he humble Christian iy 
quirer, who seeks a place among the brethren who keep the ordinances 
they were once délivered to the Saints by Christ, who is their ontytSay 
giver, would know whether she came into existence by any regular decre 
of any orderly body of Baptists, or whether, (as some others,) they werg 
composed of disorderly churches, or excluded members; or whether they had 
any regular rule of faith, and whether they had kept that faith. ‘To such ang 
inquirer we respectfully present all her records. And we trust that ourg 
brethren will find reason to be thankful that, notwithstanding she has not” 
become large or popular, nor her patrons many, yet she is on the same 
foundation, and in the ocean of Time, however the storms may have driven 
her on the verge of her bearing, or even threatened her with immediate 
destruction; while waves were dashing furiously over her, her great Cap- i 
tain, who is ever at the helm, safely: directs her on, and she js again seen . j 
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in the midst 6f smooth waters, wit “a pleasant gale, and, we trust, will ere _ 
dong, land her safe in the haven Of eternal repose, there todwell with Him, ,, . 
in a world that shall never end, * sae: 
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MINUTES OF CONVENTION. 
a Ocroser, 3d Saturday, 1621. 
"Ihe Messengers from the different Churches, principally on the forks of 
White River, met in Convention, at Cilgal meeting-house, Lawrence coun- 
ty, State of Indiana, and after prayer to God for His blessing, proceeded to 
nominate Brother Abraham Mitchell, Moderator, and Brother James McCoy, 


Clerk. 
. The letters from the different Churches were presented and read. The 


following Messengers’ names were enrolled, viz: 





















Churches. Messengers. \'] Members. 
Big valaaey, een Jereminh Cole, John Horton, John Evins,.. ounianite nea male ates 13 
Guthrie's Orcek, .JJohn Kindred, John Woodmanson, Josoph Hannah, Wal- 
ter Owens, piped ova oN tous ta Pan Rn a oxctanc es a lesaiven 
"Salt Oreok,...... Abraham Mitchall, Jamon Mundlo, Richard Williams,.. 43 
Vernal,... .| Leroy Mayfield, Geo. Parks, Joc) Ferguaon,........e008 0 
‘Clear Creek, Isaac Storm, William Moore, Joseph Arthur,.. Sraiand 44 
Indian Creek,. -|Wesley Short, Sam’! Owens, Robert Wataon,........ sce 41 ies 
Gilgal, ...e---6- Sam’l Arthur, Michael Woolery, Jacob Woolery, Edmund 
; : Terrel,...... RONG EWAN U RTE AT OGD HAIN STEER 
Sugar Oreck,....|Moses Lee, Samuel Osburn,........ wte.9s8 * 
WOU casas sameness yarnatenws ree erry 


* 





We, the ean se of me Regular Baptist Churches of Tew : 
Christ, principally on the forks of White River, belonging tothe Blue Rivg 
er Association, met in Convention, at Gilgal mecting-housc, Lawrence coum 
ty, on the waters of Leatherwood, on the third Saturday in October,.in thay 
year of our Lord, 1821, agreeably to the mind of the Blue River Associas”™1 
tion; and we, being persuaded of the propriety and utility of a combination = 
of Churches of the same faith and order, to keep and maintain a uniformi- ~ 
ty in tho faith, nnd to perpetuate union and communion among the Church- 


es; we therefore mutually agree to keep the order of an Association agros- | 


ably to the following Articles of Faith and Rules of Decorum. 


%. 
‘ARTICLES OF FAITH. 


-Antionk 1. Wo beliove in one only true and living God—tho Fathek the 
Word or Son, and the Eloly Ghost—cqual in power and glory. “hee ie 
AnticLe 2. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testanants ; ia 

to be of Divine authority, and the only infallible rule of faith and. practice. 
Articie 3. We believe the total depravity of human nature, and the re- 
covery from that situation, is wholly and entirely of the sovereign, free, un- 


merited grace of God in Christ Jesus. 
Anricuu 4. We believe that God purposed in himself, for His own glory, 


to make n display of his wisdom, power, justice, goodness and truth, in the 
work of Eis creation, which He hath made in the dispensation of Elis prov- 


idence... 
Anticur 5, We believe that God, from eternity, apes to save a pea- 
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MINUTES OF THE F 


+ le from their sins, for. His own name’s sake; and that in infinite wisdom 


’ 

f+ he devised the plan, arid uppointed every means necessary to nuccomplish 

2 the great end of their redemption, which He effects in His own time, by 
the operations of His holy spirit, Set et 


*-ArticLe 6. We believe that sinners are justified before God alone ye the 
imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. , 


‘ ArticLe 7. We believe all such as are born of the Spirit of God are kept 
by the power of God, through faith, unto eternal sulyation. 

Auricin 8. We believe that good works are the eflects of the faith of God’s 
elect, and follow being born of the Spirit of God, and in this point of view, 
are evidences of a gracious state. 7. in 

Articte 9. We believe Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances 
of the Gospel, instituted by Jesus Christ, and none but those who profess 
fuith in Christ and obedience to Eis will, are the fit subjects for either. 

Artictr 10. We believo Immersion, according to tho Scriptures and 
apostolic practice, to be the only proper mode of Baptism. . 

Artictr 11. We belicve ‘the sanctity of the first day of-the -week,‘or 

Lord’s,day, ought to, be observed; and that it should be spent.in. public ‘or 
- .private worship of God; and that we should abstain from our w 
cerns, except in cuses of necessity and mercy, 
Axticte 12, We believe in the resurrection of the body, both of the.just 
unjust; and that God will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
t He hath appointed. ‘ 
BTICLE 13. We believe the righteous will forever abide in the peaceful 
ence of God,.their Redeemer, and his pardoning grace and forgiving 
B bé the theme of their song, gvhile the wicked shall remain in everlast. 
y torment. ; ; tS 
The-form of the Constitution of the Blue River Association was read b 
mother James McCoy, and unanimously received. The Articles of Faith 
the Blue River Association were read and unanimously adopted, as the 
sis on which we unite; and that awe, tho Churches, principally on tho 
orks of White River, consider ourselves a distinct Association’. 
Agreed to and adopted the Rules of the Blue River Association, verba- ° 
tim, as our Rules of Decorum. Agreed that ‘this’ Association be designa- 
ted and known by the name of “Tue Wiire River Association.” , 


orldly con- 














i Agreed that our,-next““Association be held at Vernal Church meeting- 
house, five miles northwest of Bloomington, Monrog:county, on the second 
Saturday in Atgust, 1822, commencing‘ at 11 o’clock,.a. m. Elder Abra- 
ham Mitchell is to preach the: Introductory Sermon, and EldersAmbrose } 

__.- Carlton, in case of failure. Elder Wesley Short to preparea CircularLet- ~ 


ter for the next annual Meeting. Brother Samuel Owens elected Clerk, 
‘suntil the’next Association is organized. a "iss 
Agreed that the Clerk shall preserve a copy of the Minutes of our Asso- 
ciation, annually, and stitch them together; which shall be considered the 
Records of the Association. : 
Agreed that the Clerk shall prepare a written copy of the Minutes of 
this Convention for each Church, and send them on as soon as possible. 
‘Brathers James McCoy, James Chamber and Wesley Short toprench to- 
* ynorrow; worship to commence ut 10 o'clock, a. nt. 
Adjourned in peace. ABRAHAM MITCHELL, Moderator.. 
James McCoy, Clerk. : 


_, A true copy. Test, Samurt Owens, Clerk of Association, 


nual meeting to another. 


-, he duty of the Clerk s 
_ of the Association in a 


ee 
i ; ndvith as many 
« think necessary; and may correspo ve 
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RULES OF DECORUM. 


ger 3U ad sent 
1. The Association shall be composed of Masestgers chovett fall 
from the different Churches composing: our > : a se lattes BP 
oe their appointment, with the number baptized, r 


lation; dismissed by letter, excluded, dead, and total number, 
, 


ench day with singing 


inti ‘zed? shall consist of » Modera- 

The ciation, when organized; s : a 

di an oY the suflrages of the one ee ath ee 
ep th ion ys 

shall be to keep the Associa = 

| shall have the same liberty of speech eeere oe 

He shall give the casting vote of equality poe 

hall be to make # fair record of ull a ‘ones i 
book provided for that purpose: He shall ¢ 


51 essary. - * 
Messengers’ names, and cal then over tit be. attended (if no ob- 
osition, made and seconded, atte Tl be taken 
. = ee if ‘objected to, the vote of the Association sha 
jectio ; 


‘ s y ver Cc Ss be rene ed when thought 
if not seconded, it shall fall, but ma neve th les W 


, su { 
sr; nor shall it be debatenble, rip by the gene a pe 
PP ap ‘member about to speak, shall rise — - en a cei age 
M A roriuccuteal strictly adhere to the subject in me Se Lace wk 
: er remarks, nor cast censorlous reflections 2 ee unten he AY 
Lelers and shall not be interrupted by any one, unies ae 
’ . te 
: i any ton: “WHA 
. — shall speak,more than twice to any nie ot sone = 
asso of the Association. Notwithstanding, the Assoc 1 May \ 


i ejudice of any member. ae 
Ee eee or laughing in time of public speaking, | 
be immediately reproved by ~p ——— : 
“ay t 0 order, a elt 
8 ny tot ber shall be absea without leave of the Moderator, nor sh 
finally vacate his seat sate el of a in sinialics Vater 
: er acting disorderly ina » while i ame 
ee. shall ti devatentl of his scat and reported to the cht | 
sania shares _— et ak ae nn advisory council nays 1 
'This Asgociation shall bo cons enn nd } t oer 
ioe Chuvphes all necesstt advice in eae a ge oe a | 
From:fellosship Cl l disorderly in fa C5 ¥ 
A nurch that,acts di y p i 
bea 7 ae m4 time or place within her bounds, and may appoint any 
may adjourn, 


busines 3 she may 
numbe r 0 -Mer mb Ss, W nt, to transact any ¥ 
wie ers, ith their consent, « sogs 1S as she Ni y ' 


%. ‘Phe Association shall be opened nnd closed 
and prayer. 
tor and Clerk, chose 
duty of the Moderato 
propositions fairly, an 
vided his sent be filled. 


i nd practicable. : oldest pain 
aL his ‘Aesuctalicn may receive any Church, petitioning for adi ", 


i ituted on the 
‘ ded they were constituted : 

4 ion, by letter and meSsenger;’ provided ¢ a eto 

‘Articles-of Faith of the-White River Association, and are orderly in.pra 
. e. , Boats e. 
oe. No inquiry shall be attended to, pmeoTE 
Church from whence it came, oe pga be satis 
rae . “ 

ssociation shall act, if possi ae 
nee Those occupying the stand during the Association, 


her immediate control. of, 


it be first debated in the 
netorily decided; on which 


‘shall be under eae 
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14. Alterat ns id uM ud Cc . + ese ht cs al 
10 na winendna 
nts May be made lo th ssc | ules iL 
r any 


‘15. We advi mbers 

a ise each C ss aU ers, present concu I 

Association, that they pen in‘outyUnion to insert in ice 

* Association. eve in the Articles of Faith of the ae . the 
nite River 








MINUTES OF 'T = 
HELD AT bg HE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION 
ty “HOUSE, MONRO ns 
See. THE SECOND SATORDAY pagent i CSRRSREINS (ON 


Ist. Thé Introdu 
" ctory § A 
ell, from 2d Corinthians, ee was delivered by Brother Abraham Mitch. 


9° 
i Letters from the difle 
tead, and the Messengers’ 
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rent Churches com 


posing th +e - 
names enrolled, vi ae & the Association were 








Churches, | 
Meanongera, M 
Aacsrosr Cantron, J a embora 
Pal > 1 —— | zs 
feet car alana Here, Peaasi Pala, | a8 
tere 9 Mircuxtx, Jesse Rector, Temes: aes | Re e5y Q7. 
Willd. ayfield, Samuel Douty,. .. - undell,.........] 97 
Wists Moore, William Fietlec snes et So Risialnreiese'vne 48 
daaeaies R Suont, Samuel Owens, Feseresee eee oe 57 
‘a sits ¥ mart Hunter, Michael Woolein, dana 5 Short, 47 
— Gieorgs Bic, Fok Storm, Witting sincera 
» Joha Stor: illi 
ws eees Suapgacn Brown, enileta 
Sea, sie Purnel Chance,...... GE. asain vise Ba ieSia Seacocpglaww ao 


pie el KORO TT 





Notx.—In this and all the succeeding tables, t : : 7 


SMALL GaP! : 7 
ITALS, and those of Licentiates in ee names of Ordained “Ministers are in 
: vw 


3d. Brother Abrah i 
Owens, Clerc am Mitchell chosen Moderator, and Brotlier Samuel 
th. Four newly constituted Chur , 
Sank we stituted Churches; viz: Hebro ' 
Ceawreage ences Hel Rie, (Gree county) Spcevond Yul 
ed from Bluc River Associati ped there count ig dismiss. 
Bl ' Association, prayed admissi i nty») a “or 
air agg mg and the Massihiees ini ele, me ay 
ition ——. “ aa of the Blue River deuitalatfos oni bei ; 
nea! fe ae erland River Association, presented od 
Pi ».Were read and received as our*rules of she a0 sa ae 
—T ‘ ord esent Associ- 
5 agg me called for, read ea racaivedl . ’ : 
ont Mondad’ in by Brother Leroy Mayfield, taken up and laid oboe 
th. Agre i : 
Paice partie bp ewe with Blue River and Silver Cree] i 
gn my gre to write corsesponding letter. a Terre 
: oSiulver Creek, and Elder Wesley Short ms Blu ee i 
ce River As- 


WIUTE RIVER ASSOCIATION. aS 
Leroy Mayfield nnd William Noblet, 


cintions; Jarethren Samuel Douty, 
John Storm, George Birch, 


to bear the letter to the Blue River Assovintion; 
to the Silver Creek Association. vapting* 
“ Oth. Elder Ambrose Carlton, with tke’ Moderator and Clerk, appointed 
to. arrange the business of the Association against Monday. Zz 

10th. Brethren Ambrose Carlton, Jonathan Jones and Nicholas Smith, 
to preach on the Sabbath; worship to commence at 10 o'clock, a. M. 

11th. Adjourned until Monday, 10 o'clock, A. m. 

12th. Mct on Monday, according to adjournment. * 

13th. Arrangement of business received. 
_ 14th, Query from Brother Leroy Mayfield, “What are the proper incas- 
ures to pursue with a Minister of the Gospel who has been excluded from 
church fellowship, and returns again with repentance, before he can he re- 
stored to full ministerial power!” Answer: * We think, as they have for- 
feited their membership they have forfeited their ministerial privileges, and 
we advise Churches in our Union to be very particular in restoring them to 
the ministry; and we counsel the Churches in our Union to call on Church- 
es for at least three or four of the ablest Ministers in our body, to sit and ex-.. 
nine such, before they are restored tothe worl: of the ministry.” 

15th, ‘he next Association to be held at Salt Creek imeeting-honse, six 
miles north of Palestine, Lawrence county, on the second Saturday .in 
August, 1823; commencing at 11 o'clock, A. M. 
yreach the Introductory Sermon; Elder Shadrach Brown, in case of failure® 

16th. Elder Ambrose Carlton to prepare the next Circular? Letter; the 
Impropriety of General Communion to be the subject. is 

17th, Corresponding letters called fur, read and received. nat) 

18th. Agreed to have the Minutes printed, and Brother Samuel Dowty 


to superintend the same. 


Adjourned in peace. 
ABRAHAM MITCHELL, Moderator. § 


Samuns. Own, Clerk. 


: ’ CIRCULAR LETTER. 
. Dear Brerinen:. | * 

Having transacted the business of this Association, we feel it our dutty to” 
uddress you by way of a Circulars and shall, at this tine, call your atten-" 
tion to the subject of Chirch Government, which, we celiove, in these cover, 
rupt and perilous times, may be for your advantage; and that it may help 
you to combat every pernicious error, and not suffer themto enter the’ 
Church; lest, entering i, they should prove as 


fatal to us as the doctrine of 
Baalam did to the children of Isracl. ‘hen, to guard against disorder and, 
religious anarchy; Ist, Let brethren, who are 


aiming to form themselves in- 


to a Church, be well acquainted with each others’ religious tenets; and, in * 


u good degree, see eye to cyes and each speak the same thing; and the 


principles on which they unite shou 
may be able to rebut heresy, whenever it appears. 2d. Churches should 
ulso be particular to read their principles of faith; in open-church mecting, - 
and give all a fair opportunity of hearing; und receive none; "except they 
give good evidence of their being born again, and sound in-faith. 3d.—’ 
Churches should be careful in sending out their gifts; and not even license 
a preacher, suit they have good evidenc 


wo 


a 


” 
f 


ld be particularly specified, so that they — 


e that his labors. will be well re- ° 


Elder Ambrose Carlton tot 
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= $; and when one is to be i q 

nee ott eee us muy be convenient, mid the Ghee ee 
Otic te men Ath Church members should be caref ees 
toe Po ch ler’s head; but to rebuke him in inckiines ee 
ee gi x ae mee orgive him. Likewise, Churches should ike ye 
a te ue a, member, except it be under two or three tte 
cane Wel hie C} im ie oe Church members, should not be ed 
ty is abhi Wr ene se rine, neither believe every spirit; but chen 
spirit of the doctrine by Hie entdant Weoetar ‘Ga ine wk he 
ren, seeing w 2 i i charae oe 

backs ey ey _ ee Priest, that has passed into pga 
a eed od—let us hold fast our profession, and ende 
wr Be fs mera on our own righteousness, which js of Gs 
trot Goll by Mth eat “ 1 the faith of Christ, the righteousness whi h 
Pathe tote “ rt a ee pees we shall be counted worthy to ar 
ios Wee ice e an soul-ravishing joys, which know no 
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MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION 


HELD AT SALT C i 
REEK MEETING HOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, INDIANA: C 
7s ON THE SECOND SATURDAY IN AuGusT, 1823 ce 
‘Ist. e Int ; i 
Ry 8 troductory Sermon was delivered by Br tl 
: x om Timothy fe 1g 4 by Brother Ambrose Carl- 
‘4d. Letters, from the Ch | 
d. urches composing tl lati 
he A 
d the Messengers’ names enrolled, viz: ' ny ee 
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DAFA. eee ee oe eee BPOsE CaRr.ton, Jer'} 3 
Guthrie’s Creek, «fe--.[John Kindred, Walter eg WwW 
alt Greet . ‘ Aw LOL ot . oe : 4 
Vernal, so 5 re Ce Mtronxut,. Joxne Rector, Wm. Gook,| 1. ]0!] af ]" 1” 
peg agp ahd Mayfield, Lewis Noel, Ths ite. 30 
ate ‘sind aNteaee ohn M, Sadler, Joha Matlock. !, a a 
D peeeeeess/WEstey Snort, Sam’! Owens, Adam Gai ete 
tied sa. é A ev. Juhu Short, Jr.,....... Se 
actos Mee sins ne Dene, Michael Woolery, "Jaco b a 
en . Woolery, Dixon Brown,....7.; 
a seeeeeses {Stephen Dilley,....e0.....0005,., : i. 
Bar ste eceeeeceeels John Davis, David Gimlen ite 7 
hl nel ++++e../Suapgacn Brown, Philip 1 iI $1 
5 loner ein eidherarad ig Chance,...... : bo) 
arts [We tender Bale tteteees 30° 
aouat Gilead, sa de Wn oak of - * 5 Sea Elij. Conley, -| 19 
. veek,......./Samuel Arth vderick Leatherman. i 
Richland,........ . -/Samual Dome, Robot Wan ne a am a zt 
Ne Bimaisce sliea actin «-[-.f-.] 26 


Indien creck, (Owen )/Solomon Dunigan, 


ee . 
Pee eee eeeenne Feeae 
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WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION. 
‘ 


3d. Brother Ambrose Carlton chosen Moderator, and Samuel Owens, 


Clerk.. 
. 4th. Articles of Faith and Rules of Decoruin called for and read. 


6th. Three new constituted Churches received, viz: Walnut Creek, (Put- 
nam county,) Richland, (Greene county,) Indian Creek, (Owen county.) 


the Messengers of which took their seats. 
6th. Query, from Brother Wesley Short, “Who is the proper authority = 
for the constituting of Churches? 


7th. Corresponding letters called for. 
Association, and their Messenger, Brother Jon 

8th. Brethren of the ministry, of our Order, invited to seats. 

Qth. ‘The Association agrees to correspond with the Wabash Association. ) 

10th. Brethren appointed to write corresponding letters, viz, David Fain -~ 
to. Silver Creek, Solomon Dunigan to Blue River, and Samuel] Douty to \ 


Wabash Associations. 
11th. Circular Letter read and received. 
12th. The Moderator and Clerk appointe 


Association, and report on Monday: 
13th. Brother Ambrose Carlton appointed lo procure a copy of the Rules 


of Decorum of the Blue River Association, against our next Association. 
14th. Brethren James Chambers, Jonathan Jones, James McCoy and # 
Shadrach Brown to preach to-morrow; worship to begin at 10 o’clock, A... 


15th. Adjourned till Monday at 9 o’clock. 4 
16th. Monday—met according to adjourn 
17th. The arrangement of business receiv 
- 18th. Query. from Brother Wesley Short, 


for the. constituting of churches?” ; ~ a 
19th. Answer, “ We believe a regular, ordained Minister of the Gospem 
to be the proper authority; but counsel brethren wishing to become const 


tuted, to call more, if possible. 8 
20th. The noxt Association to be held at Indian Greek meeting-hous 
Lawrence county, on the second Saturday in August, 1824, commencing: yn 
11 o'clock, a. m., Brother Shadrach Brown to preach the Introdpctory Set 
mon; in case of failure®Brother John Meglemery. st te 

21st. Brother Solomon Dunigan to write the next Circular; Brother] 


One received from Blue River { 
athan Jones invited toa seat. | 
: 


d to arrange the business of the é 
+ 















ment. 
ed. 
«Who is the proper authori 








Love to be the subject. 
22d, Corresponding letters enlled for, read and received, and brethre Ry 
appointed to. bear them, viz: John Kindred and William Conley, to Silver ‘k 
Creek, William Noblet, Gentry Hodges and Ambrose Carlton, to Blue Riv-’ | 
er, and Samuel Douty, Lewis Noel and John Chance, to Wabash Asso- 7 
clations: 
23d. Money collected for printing Minutes, and Brother Samucl Owens + | 
appointed to superintend the same. Agreed that he has 410 copies print- f 
ed,-and that he distribute 60 copies among the Messengers bearing corres- ) 
ponding letters, for the use of the corresponding Associations. . “aaty! 
24th. Adjourned in peace. vt as 
: CIRCULAR LETTER. ‘ ; 
Betovep BRETHREN: : 
¢ 


we this year lay before you some re- 


According to appointment of last, 2 
ommonly called a general communi- 


marks on the impropriety of what is ¢ 
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on. It therefore appears necessary, in the first place, to take into conside= 
ration the author, uature ane designs of this institution—that is, Cliristian 
communion. Jesus Christ, none, we presume, 
or institutor of this ordinance. Sce Matt. Xxvi: 26, 27; Mark, xiv: 22, 23. 
: And as tothe nature of this ordinance; it is commemorative of the dying 
love of our blessed Jesus. “Do this in remembrance of me.” “As oft 
us ye eat this bread and drink this cup, you do show forth the Lord’s denth 
till he come.” Tt alse a unitings ordinance, showing the oneness of those 
who partake of it together. “or we, being many, arc one bread and one 
body; for sve are all partakers of that one bread.” And lastly. we believe 
it is to distinguish Christ’s friends from his foes. 
ye do whatsoever I have commanded you.”’—Jolin, xv: 14. We therefore 
conclude that no Christian is at liberty to choose or refuse the partaking: of 
this ordinance, but is bound by the Heavenly mandate to doit. We are 
not instructed how oft this should be done; but we think, from the nature 
and designs, it should be as oft-a8-suitable opportunities offer; this in- 
stitution being designed for the friends of Emanuel, who, at the time 
of its institution, and afterwards, appear to ‘have: been of one mind 
and one soul, and to have all had the same ‘views of Christ, I lis laws 
and His ordinances. No difliculty appears in the way of their surround: 
ing one‘ common. board, and commemorating the dying love of their 
Lord.and Savior.. But when we turn our attention from the former to the 
present state of those who in some way profess Christianity, the scene is 
greatly changed; for we find they havc, (or at least profess to have,) differ- 
ent views of the person, laws and ordinances of Jesus Christ; some viewing 
pees dit as a mere man; others as some super-angelic being; denying him to be 
pee—wvorthy of divine honors, &c. Some hold that the ordinance of Baptism is 
Simemeit tothe free choice of each ‘one; when, where, and in what manner it 
mhall be performed; thus’ freeing themselves from the authority of Christ. 
he same may be said of thé ordinance of the Tord’s Supper; some can- 
Ending that it should he administered to the Tregreneride, as momen of 
Meir conversion, &., Ge. So that should we undertake to show the inany 
Rifferent views on these subjects, we should swell-our letter into a volume. 
ul-Wwe hope that the’ candid inquirer after truth. will: discover, from these 
ew'remarks, such an inconsistency, in those of such different sentiments 
partaking together of the Lord’s Supper, that we shall hear no more about 
Cfrom the friends of Christ; thous we shall not be muel surpised if we 
hear it from soine other quarter. . for we cannot view the schemes of gene 
“eral communion in any mero fivorable light than the doctrine of Halaam, 
who taught Balak to lay a stumbling-block before the children of Israc].— 
And it appears to us to be an attempt to make rightconsness fellowship un- 
righteousness; to introduce a communion betwixt slight and darkness—a 
concord betwixt Christ and Belial.- 'l'o sive liim that believeth, a part with 
an infidel; and to bring in an agreement withthe temple of God and idols. 
But, ‘dear brethren, as we trust that ye are in the temple of the living God, 
remember His promise that He will dwell in you, and walk in you, and 
be your God, and ye shall be His people. And although you should be 
evil spoken of for separating yourselves, remember Cod has communded it, 
and has promised to receive you—to be a futher unto you—and that you 
shall be His sons and daughters. Finally, brethren, farewell. - 
i if ‘ 4s a 
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will deny being the author 





“Ye are my friends, if - 


* Charles Crab, from Silver’ Creel; James 


HON 13 
WHITE, RIVER ASSOCIATION. 
+ al ‘ gy 

MINUTES OF UTHER WHEEE RIVER ASSOCTA'TION, om 

. ea Bn Se . py : IANA « = 

inLD AT INDIAN CREEK MEBTING HOUSE, LAWRENCE ag eg ' 

ar " -MENCING ON TIE SECOND SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 1Oa4, : ss , 

Is vik ivered by Brothe rose Carl- 
Ist. The Introductory Sermon was dvlivered by Brother Am 


ton, from Luke, iv; 8, 9). 





























* » Associnti vere read 5 
2d, Letters, fram the Churches composing the Association, v ’ . 
anil ibetis Messenyers’ names enrolled, viz: ia acai aes 
ee ee | aig F 
| ts j2|2 ‘ % ‘ 
, siglplaiag 
Churches. | Messengers. ee ISIS la 
ot ale helelsislels 
Bia PIA IA Ie 
—|— Cree ED yins |..{-at-.{ 1| 2.-[ | 42 
: semae, sreniiah Cole, Jno. Evins,]- +}. t+ + . 7 
weee-{Amunose Cannon. Jeremiah , cn a ea em 
Guthrie Creek,, [And'w Dods, Walter Owens, Jas. eee iL balcbsicc| 1a 
Tian Grn, mun Sani, Samuel OME ice ft fal ial] 3 P 
Sa't Creek,....... JAD Mrrour.t, NOs ae Te “| Fergnsen,. i of Uaefes aa ee 
: ’ Mayfield, Jns. Parka, Joel u Bat ied tae So) 32 
bho ven — taj’ Chabers, Wm, Fletcher, a oe atthe ol j| 45 
Gileal o""lTsaac Jameson, Jas. Bruce, Dixon Brown,.. "Tal ‘| } gf...) a] 17 
Su gar Creek .....fAllen Breck, Joseph Freed,. Garespscincsiy ie : er} ay al. .| 4} 2)... 1] 36 
Hebron ...:./John Storm, George, oe eesti  S als steele] 31 3] 2 es : 
ja peeeeee Andrew Evaus, David Pain,..++-++++-* sine ies ios Pe F 
oid. Rec, Sion Simon Belings, Purnel Chance, Jno. phate by hy al ‘| 93 
Spi : rove Valley, Ezra Cleveland, Zach. Spurlin, Simon ~acal alas os ..) 15, 
Mout Gilond,....|Wan. Noblot, Zewwel Dotter oo UE Lag. fi] 2a 
‘ 1 is Gipson, Thos. Leatherman,....-+++: Vl atl al..| ace 
Heke amt ogee Dav Wate, enah Bess Sf) 4) 3) 
Hil equgteetels ,  siewteiniaie oe SE TETES on 
ittle- t,..,..|Solomon Dunigan, Thomas f grams cetesg tail cnal i 2 
er cree ‘S)|Samuel Arthur, Jos. C. Sherrel,..-- viemoisironians, (06. 2E ON HI TSS ll 
White River,..-.- Moses Kelly,..-.+++++ : apa i rE = 
sae EMS HP atin) oa biedecilee oe vel - 





8d. “Ambrose Carlton chosen Moderator, and “nm Owens, 
24th Articles of Faith and Rules of Decorum read. Sees Chase, {iu 
. 5th, “Reccived two new constituted Churches, od tempo i 
= county,) White River, (Greene county,) and Messeng 
nn ‘a : 


seus, ’ 
(th. Corresponding le 
Chambers from Wabash, 


Clerk. 


z 





tters called for; brethren Flijah Veach and rae 
but no letter; ‘Chomas [Hill, Absalom Little anc 
r McCoy and John Overlin from 


Blue River Associations. Messengers pment seals. 
7th. Brethren of the ministry oe IE a so iealele tlie 
-Bth. ‘he Association agrees lo apy ie ws sel, 
5 po the ‘Association, against Monday, for = nn of . 
i Solomon Dunigan, Abraham Mitchell and — — en, 
Oth. Brethren appointed to write correspon ing « ae Se sae” es 
Hinwiess to Wabash, Wesley Short to Blue River, Da 
Dunige Wa 
Greek Associntions. , ee 
si : ry, read and received, 
% . Circular letter calledsfor, read t «f 
ne Brother Wesley Short and the Maiaestet chosen tu ar 
basiness.of the Association, and report on Monday. 


nge the 





fie seincaiats cot 


14 MINUTES OF THE 


12th. Brethren to bear corresponding letters: Samuel Douty, Dixon 

Brown, Leroy Mayfield, Abraham Mitchell and James Bruce, to Blue Riv- 

er, Ezra Cleveland, John Eving and Joseph Leatherman, to Silver Creek, 

Elijah Chambers, Solomon Dunigan and Samuel Owens, to Wabash Asso- 

ciations, 

13th. Brethren Thoinss Hill, Jonathan Jones 
to-morrow, and worship to begin at 10 o'clock. 

Mth, Brother Ambrose Carlton to write the next Cireular Letter. 

15th. Adjourned to Monday, 9 o'clock. 

16th. Monday—met according to adjournment. 

17th. Rules of Decorum called for, read and received. 

18th. Query, from Bethabara: «Is the laying on of hands essential to or- 
dination?’ Taken up and Inid over till next Association. 

1th. ‘The case of John Meplemery. We hereby certify that John Me- 
lemery is excluded from the Baptist Society by the authority of Gilgal 
Church, and has utterly refused to -give up his credentials to the Church; 
we therefore caution the public, lest they be imposed upon. 

‘20th. Brother Shadrach Brown departed this life on the 16th of October, 
1823. Asa Gospel preneher, he was solemn and instructive; asa discipli- 
narian, tender and beneficial; and his Jife exemplary. 
- Ist. Query: “ What are the proper measures to be taken with members 
who move into the bounds of a church, holding letters of dismission, and 


not giving them in; or joining other Societies, not of the same faith and 
order?” 


- 22d. Answer: We advise Churches tolaborwith-such. If not success- 
ful, to give information to the church from which they were dismissed. 
23d. The Association agrees to set apart the last day of October next, for 
a day of fasting and prayer to God, for the prosperity of Zion and the 
downfall of error. ' 
24th. Our next Association to be held at Gilgal mecting-house, Lawrence 
county, on the second Saturday in August, 1826. 
26th. Corresponding letters culled for, read and received. 
26th. Brother Leroy Mayfield to preach the next Introductory Sermon,’ 
and Brother Elijah Chambers, in case of failure. “Worship to commence at 
11 o’clock. , 
27th. By request of Guthrie’s Creek Church, a union meeting is appoint- 
ed, the fourth Saturday and Sunday in September next; and Brethren Wil- 
liam Noblet and Leroy Mayfield, to attend them. . 
28th. Money collected for printing Minutes, and 410 copies ordered to bo 
printed; Brother Samuel Owens to superintend the same. : 
29th. Adjourned in peace. 


and James McCoy to preach 


AMBROSE CARLTON, Moderator. 
, SAMUEL Owens, Clerk. 

“N. B. The Clerk requests the Churches to put their numbers at the bot- 
_tom of their letters, in j one as in minutes. 


. 





- CIRCULAR LETTER. 

The White River Association met at Indian Creek meeting-house, Law- 
rence county, on the second Saturday in August, 1824. 'I’o the several 
Churches composing the same: A few remarks on Brotherly Love. 

This love, so desirable to the Christian, it is to be feared, is much more 


e bond of perfectness— iil: “ v hings, put 

bond of fe Coloss., iii: 14, And abo e all these t gs 

ha charity, w hich is he bond of perfectness; without which a profession of 
’ 


ful disputations, but we ought to examine ns for the Lord. 
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_— felt 
: i i : ‘sy nck ledgeed anion professors, than 
ed nbout, and its usefulness acknow ¢ getigg erate ! 
ae into: practice. he reason that may be assigned is, because : is full 
of deri and good fruits, which are entirely — i a eS 
erly’ le ets, in its -ssor, love to his neighbor and 
Brotherly love begets, in its posse ; u ey 
Hi i every act of kindness towards . 
of God, prompting us to every a ness to 
aaah dievely a ist in pity to, and relief of others, who are nies We ie 
it flows from Clod und descends to all mankind, You, we aro req a 
the highest authority, to love even our enemies; not so us to a : 
them in their evil actions, but to forgive the injuries s9p8 to us. Br 
ood men ought to be particularly cultivated, for it is the — a oe 
blessed Lord Jesus—John, xiii: 34, “For they belong to ve see iat (hi 
ies;’” iti ive si ‘nsations, and prevents a s- 
ilies;’? becnuse it iscreative of pleasing sensi! and py 
ine pi hi the greatest of all graces—-Corinthians, Ni5 = Speen 
a » x H i Aree a 
faith hope and charity; but the greatest of these is uly ' BS gir 
the énd of the Jaw, and resembles the inhabitants of a nh - a 
without this love being implanted in the ee one bab ae 
i yal ‘his love 
spirit, all other attainments are of. no.avail. should itse 
- en for our brethren—Fphe. viz 18, We ans s on ee 
ication i iri ' tching thereunto with all perse 
upplication in the spirit, and wa g - : : 
par sapplication for all saints. We are to bear one another’s ae 
assisting and relieving each other—Galat., vi; 2, “Bear ye one . ey 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”’ We are to oe = el al 
ts packs other, in the spirit of meekness—Coloss., iii; 13, ~ ain ec 
nother, and forgiving one another; if any man have a quarre i : ae 
oreil as Christ forguve you, so also do al Aguin, we — ‘oho 
i i nd exhortation; in sti ; 
in the truth, by conversation and | : Saray ee meine 
7 ‘elicits dintied, both public and private. This love is called 


up to their 


is an : i ” Whenever we aro actuated by 
sn a on tee co PR ini with one another 
oa delightful. Behold how good and oe Branston: it is for eee 

rin unity. This love edificth; it maketh mereasc of th 

ei clei of itself in love. It is one ge the oe 
armor—the breastplate of faith and love. It < go : wii else 
times; the bundle of sticks, in the fable; while ae pee 
broken, but when separated were easily snapped asunder. 


: 2 = . 
Brethren, may we not say the present times are perilous. The truth ap 


% 1 . . « . 
pears to be attacked In front and rear, and on either side. rE Tror 1S Sa ving 
lo! here he 1S and lo! there he 1S, W hile nuinbers of our dying coun- 
? 


trymen are following it to ruin and death; yea, lamentable fo seat . 
oar own profession are following it, Does not this en 1c singe Aid 
brotherly love being put into practice; does it not say, “Be more ca 


ivi i i rere more particular in examin- , 
members;’’ does it not say, if we were artic 
ing thelt faith before admitted into the Church, that this would not be the..,, 


case as often as itis. When we receive, we ought not to receive to doubt- 


i é 2h the heart; secondly, their faith should be that 
st be evidences of grace in the heart; sce one yt b ’ ie 
a hlanentapent on the Scriptures. W heneyer Spree g° ~ - ot 
stitution of a chureh, they should be equally careful; they should sev, cy 
to eye, and belicve the same things. 

‘ 


There should: . 
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Ephesus was threatened with n removal of her candlestick, or ehurely 
state, no doubt for the sume neglect Uint we are now guilty of. Repent, 
therefore, from whence thou art fallen,and do tlre first wel do not suffer 
men of corrupt principles to creep into the Church, to find out the liberties: 
of the children of the kingdom; keep your house ¢lean. . It is also fully as. 
necessary to take care who we set forward to the full functions of the min 
sag they ought to be come to full age, sound jn the faith; one delivered 
to the wuinta, living: a good report of them that are without, that the name. 
of the Lord be not blasphemed, nor his cause dishonored. 'I'o say all that 
might be said on the subject of brotherly love would swell one letter beyond. 
our limits; permit us to exhort you to that which is your duty, as the follow- 
ers of the meck and lowly Jesus, Read the Scriptures; examine «as you. 
read; live prayerfully; be often at a throne of grace; do not neglect the as- 
sembling of yourselves together in the manner that some do; but meet often, 
confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another. Whenever 
brethren appear like a company of horses in Pharaoh’s chariots, then it is 
that the ignorance of wicked men is put to silence; the mouths of gainsay- 
ers are stopped, and devils tremble at the sight; the Church prospers, and 
God is glorified. But alas! when professors get carcless—neither cold nor 
hot—backbiting and devouring each other, the Church declines, the hands. 
-of infidelity are strengthened, and God’s name is dishonored. But, breth- 
Ten, we are persuaded better things of you, though we thus speak; there~ 
fore let a due consideration of these things stir up your minds to'a double 
diligence; let love be without dissimulation; abhor that which is evil; cleave, 
to that which is good; being rooted and grounded in love, it maketh us able to 
_ comprehend with all saints, the love of Christ which passeth all knowledge. If 
Ta man say he loves God and hates his brother, he is a liar, for that he loves 
not his brother, whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
scen. Let brotherly love continue; if these things be in you, and abound, 
they make'you that ye are neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of our Lord: Jesus Christ; but ho that Incketh those things: is blind, and 
cannot sce afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from. his. old sin. 
Ainen. ; 
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‘HELD AT GILGAL MEETING-HOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, INDIANA, COMMENCING ON 
atatis THE SECOND SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 1825. 


“~" £1st. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Brother Leroy Mayfield, 
from Febrews, ii: 3; “IFow shall we escape, if we neglect so great salya- 
tion.” , 
‘2d. Letters, from the diflerent Churches composing the Association, were’ 
réad, and the Messengers’ names enrolled, viz: 
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nitecdana Sa J 
Bethabara, .  Parks,..-. : - na “e * amr seca ns hi mele 
+’s Oreek,.....-| Walter Owens, Sam 00 cain at ma : 
yee aru 7 sictneioon Wes.iry Snort, Isaac Cox, sumed nines * ss r 
Salt Creek Ne Seah Av’ Mitcuett, Sam’l N undle, | everly ia 
a wes Gregory,.--+++- joeeeeeenees eos a 
a ... Leroy Muyfirtd., Seats Parks,..--+-+ 1 eae ‘ 
BE enn ceala Win, M », John Sanders,..+.esee seers ” 
Gligel, se. enero Robt. aster, Ed. Terrel, Jacob Woolery, 5 : : 
Weer karo , Hunter, Ed. Terrel, Jacob Woolery eh 
5 te u 0.6.0.6 C0 Oe |e wile 4-017 CR wes 0 0% ees cae * ‘ 3 
os = ae piasarenere lame John Storm, Darling Fuller, paeoied ROR : 
Bethel aa neLuansmees Thomas Holbert, David Fain,..- om 14% 
Fel River, ee J. Chance,* Josh. Crummel, Jno. Lea “ys deg | BL 
Spi ewond Valley, ...{Win. Conley, Elij. Conley, Zach. Spurlin, ? 
1 out Gilend,...+-++ Wm. Noblet, Willoughby Bluko,... +--+ ab 
Walnut Oreek cohen John Miller, Frederick oe Pe a ~ i 
Richland,... ~ sale iar tave Samuel Ponty. D. Watson, Jno. Douty,.. or) at] al. 
i inlenmecens Samuel Fain,....-++++2+0:° eeeeeaaeees 0 oe 
ee Gra sacoincne@e’ Samuel Arthur, uel RS oe asia wat 3 - 
i Re. niaasisets Samuel Medley, George Milan,’ **: sorege}et ca Oe Os 
a Tarek nb onan Biaawel Owens, A, Gainey, O. Bridewell }-- sa et 
Toomington, "edition Joel Ferguson, Beverly James,.-+++++eeefe eps rys ys 


3d. Abraham Mitchell chosen Moderator, and Bneget Dene boa x! 
4 h . ‘Two new constituted churches received, viz: Spring via »( <a 
cones anny) and Bloomington, (Monroe county,) nud Messengers mm 


oN i dread. Messengers—James 
sponding letter was called for and rea [ ng: : 
Sit tba villa from Blue River, James Alexandri, William Blank 


i i ker, from Wabash Associations. 

i Silver Creek, and Daniel Parker, | 
eee from Union Association, petitioning for correspondence with 
wth Brethren of the ministry sali y seats. , 

Ci : received. 

. Circular letter called for, read an 7 | 
re ke vend appointed to write corresponding mies, Ambrose 
Carlton to Blue River, David Fain to Silver Creck og _ name 

10th. Brethren appointed to preach on to-morrow, viz: Jona nn es 
Daniel Parker Samuel Anderson and J. M. Peck; worship to com 
’ 

7 ; : 
Mc, male and Clerk appointed to arrange the business of the Asso 
ciation, and report on Monday. 

12th. Met according to adjournment; 
3th, The arrangement called for, read and egeatiits P _ 
14th. Query referred from last year, respecting laying on ; 


drawn. 


and after worship proceeded to bus- 
with- 
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selves justifiable if they comply with the requirements of that authority, 
although they may be contrary to the hnws of God, If any one should be 

at a loss here, they have the example of Peter and John, recorded in Acts, 

iv: 19; Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge yet”? But should it be the case, that church members 
should think themselves at liberty to violate their engagements, neglect'to 
‘pay their just debts when they heeome due, where will they find an éyi- 
dence in the Word of God to testify their sincerity? ‘hat Word says—.. 
“Owe no man anything, but love one another;’? Rom. xiii: 8; and'truth is * 
one of the characteristics of him who shall abide in the tabernacle of the 
Lord, and dwell in His holy hill; “Fle that speaketh the truth in his heart, 
and that sweareth to his own hurt,’ Psalms, xv. It is the first piece of the 
Christian armor recommended by St. Paul—«Tlaving your loins girt nbout 
with truth, &c.”—Lph, vi: ld. “Were we to quote the many pointed texts 

of Scripture that enjoine punctuality, it would swell this letter beyond its 
intended bounds; but let us take heed that we be’not, as the people com~ 
plained of in Isaiah’s time, from whom judgment’ was Turned away back- 
ward, and justice standeth afar off, “for truth is fallen in-the street, and , 
equity cannot enter?’—Isa., lis: tl We wish to recommend punctuality 

to all, and especially to those who profess to know the truth. Let those, ** - 
therefore, who stand as watchmen on the walls of Zion, set the example 

and urge the precept; let them be punctual in all their dealings with man- ‘2 
kind, and owe no man anything but love; let them be punctual in attending ; 
their appointed meetings, lest others take occasion not to attend when they 

do come; let each member of the church be punctual in attending church 
meetings; let them remember the solemn covenant they entered into wiren y" «1, 
they became a-:constituted body. Did they not then agree to duly attend” ee 
_church meetings unless’ providentially prevented? And now let those who : 
are in the habit of neglecting any such meetings, examine their own hearts, 

whether their neglect has been from any forbidding providence of God, or 

whethor it has not been their own wordly-mindedness, lukowarmness, or 
indifference about attending; and if their hearts condemn them, let them 

consider that God, who knoweth all things, is greater than their hearts.— 

Let such consider the consequences attending such couduct. It gives the 

world occasion to say that their religion is no other than such as they like ‘ 
themselves; such as John Bunyan describes as going in its silver slippers i 
in the sunshine, and the people applauding it, Lt gives the most charitablo 

Christian fears concerning their sincerity. “I am afraid of you,’’ says St. 


16th. From the face of the letter from Wal inti i 
? lette tbush Association, we discover 
| that that body had excluded from her fellowship Moriah Creel Church, for 
ee to deal with her members who were engaged in aiding the cause 
° 7 : Saleen: : 
| issions; therefore, after mature deliberation, withdrew our correspond- 
' 
> 
Z 





ence from her. j 
16th. Brother Abraham Mitchell appoint i i 
a ed t 2 
poset pp o write a friendly letter to 
17th. ‘The-Association agrees to correspond with the Union Association, 
and Brother Samuel Owens appointed to write a letter to the same. 
anne Brethren appointed to bear corresponding letters, viz: .Samuelj 
outy, Wesley Short, Samuel Owens and David Fain, to Union, Ambrose 
Carlton, Samuel Owens and Alexander Evans. to Blue River, Samuel Fain' 
and Benjamin Parks, to Silver Creek Associations. “i 
19th. The Association agrees to dismiss Walnut Creck, Eel River and 
Deer Creek churches, for the purpose .of forming @new Association. 4 
» 20th. Brother Samuel'Owens appointed to write the next Circular Letter.’ 
21st. Our next’A§sociation to be held at Hebron meeting-house, on Indian’ 
Creek, Monroe county, on the second Saturday in August, 1826. ° 
" aes an Wangs a to preach the Introductory sermon; 
rother Wesley: Short, in case of failure; and worship to com 
o'clock. ; , : P ceeret ice 
23d. Money collected for printing minutes; and Clerk to superintend the 
same. - , 
’ 24th. Adjourncd in peace. 


oy 


“i 


: ABRAHAM MITCHEL 
_-SamuEt Owens, Clerk. priate : 


CIRCULAR LETTER. \ 
BeLovep BreTHReEN: 

’ According to our usual custom, in sending you with our minutes a Ciren- 
Jar Address, permit us at this time to lny befure you some remarks on punc- 
tuality. Although it may, perhaps, appear at first view, a subject not fit 
for a circular address, we hope that when we take into consideration the 
signs of the times, it will not be thought useless. Punctuality, in its-prime 

meaning, signifies nicety or scrupulousness—exactness. Some, perhaps 
might be alarmed, on first thought, at the idea; for we have often heard 
, men censure others for being too nice, scrupulous, or exact in their conver- 
sation, dealings, &c. But.irwould be well to inquire into the cause of such 





| a agate Is it not because corruption has so far prevailed in our day as | Paul tothe Galatians, “lest 1 have bestowed upon you Jabor in vain;’’ Cal. iv: 
x to make virtue and truth look contemptible? As an evidence of this, talc 11.- It fills all with sorrow, who have an earnest desire for the prosperity of 
in the statute book of the State; there where we should have expected to’ Zion, tosee professors of religion careless in attending toreligious duties. It 
| see, (that which has been the aim of legislators for hundreds of years,) laws | discourages seeking souls who arc in good earnest, crying “what shall we do 
q to compel men to comply with their engagements. Instead thereof,we see | to be saved. Ina very special manner it grievesand discourages the faith- 


ful watchmen of Zion, fearing lest they have bestowed on them labor in-., 
vain. Finally, dear brethen, be punctual in all your engagements with =» 
Giod and with man; so will you keep a conscience void of offence toward 
God and toward man. Farewell. . 


acts declaring they shall not be compelled to pay their debts when due; 
and if not worth more than a specified sum, not to pay them at any time, 
thus giving encouragement to falsehood and dishonesty. Nor must our le-: 
islators bear the blame alone; they are the choice of the people, and no 
oubt they aim to please them, and to secure theirsuflrage. But, brethren 
we would not have meddled with these things here, were it not to apprise 
you of the —— the Church may be in from such examples. Inasmuch 
as church members are also members of civil society, some may think them- 
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HELD AT HEBRON MEETING HOUSE, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA; 
_ ON THE SECOND SATURDAY IN AvGusT, 1826. 


COMMENCING 


Ist. The Introduct li 
; ory Sermon was delivered by Brot 
from Proverbs, viii: 6. . F inabeaiatataat 
“2d, Letters, froy i 
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*Bethabara,....... Anprosx C. Flt) Willen wunaanaae chechuade shoaloclestal 
Guthrie’ Gist. : aya oe Jetemiah Cole,........... 1 +e 
ndian Cresk,....|Wxstey Snort, Benjamin Hai menace wf i 
—* Creek,.......|Jas. Mundle, Jas. Worse Lovi Mitchell i ot 
Vernnlyeeee eros. Leroy Mayfield, lienj. Parks,...... near if | Me 
Oltgaly neces cass obert Hicks, John Bivins, casornencal le 
i > ’ A ee ry “=e 
Su mA soe sal ay Stabe, Wm. Fletcher, Berry’n James,} 3}. -;"1 
ebron, .........|George Birch, Josey h ‘Arth 2 ae vaigaeees ‘ 
eee : Thos. Holbert, David ton : ms nn i rhs 
Mount Gilead,....|Win. Noblet, Wm. Bridges,........c.cs0cs0-fecfeofe- 
Spicewood Valley |zra Cleveland, Elij, Conley, Zach, Spurlin,..| 4 pales 
— NG pecs avaenery Sam’l Douty, John Hill, David Watson | Qf. 
it e Mount, xin tite Andrew Evins, John Jones....... Ph 3 
2 hite River, nacre Sam’l Medley, George Milan,..... seein apr 1 a 
_ ring Creek,....|Sam'l Owens, C. Bridewell, Adam Gainey, earalle'ls 
a Som egy were Joel Ferguson, Beverly James,...... ed (a = 
ethlehem, ...... Simon Enider, Sam’! Dougherty,... ngeey so  e - 
Voltl wease cee eiseen 37 a 2 salgolia| 51598 


Md Brother Ambrose Carlton chosen Moderator, and Samuel Owens, 
4th. d stitute i i 
ee One new constituted church received, viz: Bethlehem, (Greene 
6th. Corresponding Ictterg called for and r i 
ead; From Blue liver, b 
ple Jumes McCoy; from Silver Creek, Elder Charles Crab, but no whet 
rom.Union, by Elder Abner Davis, Samuel Anderson, Willis Pierson and 
Seca Joel Holbort; from Lost River, Elder Jonathan Jones and James 
cCoy, but no letter. Presented a minute of their Association, letting us 
pondence with us. Invited . 
6th. Brethren of the ministry invited to si - i ti 
a — letter called for, read and received. 
th, Brethren appointed to write corresponding letters, viz: David Fai 
to: Blue River, Wesley Short, to Silver Creek, Sorasly Ww. Soke Union. 


.and Ambrose Carlton to Lost River Associations. 


9th. Brethren to bear corresponding | iz: i 

thr g letters, viz: to Blue River, L 
Mayfield, Elijah Chambers; to Silver Creek, Benjamin Piestie to nine. 
Ambrose Carlton, Samucl Owens, Wesley Short, David Fane, Beverly W. 


§ Janes, 
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Win. Noblet; to Lost River, Samuel Owens, John Evins, Waltor 
Owens,.Ambrose Carlton, Zachariah Spurlin. 
* 10th. Brethren Martin Owens, Jonathan Jones and Abner Davis to preach 
to-morrow, and worship to commence at 10 o’clock, a. M. : 
~ 11th. Brethren Leroy Mayfield, Ambrose Carlton, Samuel Owens and 
David Fane appointed a cominittee to revise the Rules of Decorum, and re- 
port on Monday. 
12th. Moderator and 
and report on Monday. Adjourned to Monday, at 9 o’clock. 
13th. Monday—met according to adjournment. 
14th. The arrangement called for, read and received. 
16th. Report of committee appointed to revise Rules of Decorum report 
a transposition of the U1th article, malcng it the 3d. Agreed to. 
16th, Corresponding letters called for, read and received. « 
17th. Query, from Brother Benjamin Parks, (Ltem Ist,) Is baptism, ad- 
‘ministered by those persons who call themselves the Christian body, to be ~ 
considered valid? Answer, We think not, and advise churches in future 
not to receive such. Item 2d. When such have been received, and bring 
letters of recommendation from u sister church, what course jis it most advi- 
sable to pursue? Answer, That if others have received members contrary 
to the Divine rule, we do not, out of tenderness to them, partake of their 
evil deeds by receiving them again. 
“18th. The next Association to be held at Spice Valley mecting-house, 
Lawrence county, on the 2d Saturday in August, 1827. 
19th, Brother Wesley Short to preach the next Introductory Sermon, and 
Brother Ambrose Carlton in case of failure. Worship to commence at 10 
o'clock. 
20th, Brother Ambrose Carlton to prepare the next Circular Letter, on 
the Order and Discipline of the House of God. 
21st. Money collected for printings Minutes, 
and Clerk to superintend the same, 


22d. Adjourned in peace. 
AMBROSE CARLTON, Moderator. 


Clerk to arrange the business of the Association * 


A00 copies to be struck, 


Samuent Owens, Clerk. 





CIRCULAR LETTER. 
The Messengers composing the White River Association to the Churches we 


- represent : 
Dear Bretiren: 


‘What we have done you sce in our Minutes, which we hope will be sat- _ ~ 
isfactory; while we address you on the subject of sobriety, which not only‘. 


includes gravity, but prudence, temperance and humility; the strict obser- 
vance of which is all important, and essentially necessary, especially by 
the professed disciples or followers of Christ; the exercise of which may be. 
urged from many motives, viz: example of Christ, the general language of 
Scripture, our profession as Christians, and the near approach of death and 
judgment. Ist—Example of Christ. St. Peter, in his general epistle, 2d 
chapter, exhorting the baliovinig Jews “to have an honest conversation among 
the Gentiles, and to well doing in all things, though they be evil spoken 
against; but if they patiently suffer, for it is acceptable with God; for even 


@ 
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hereunto were ye called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us ab MINUTES OF ‘THE WIUTE RIVER ASSOCIATION 


example, that ye should follow his steps." Dear brethren, as Christ is th 
; et pe for oi ee let us follow him in this particular. He was ongiELD AT SPICE VALLEY MEETING-IOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, INDIANA, COMMENC- 
was meek and temperate; no account of his laughing, jesting or eve ING ON THE SECOND SATURDAY IN AuGusT, 1827. 


smiling; but always sober. Also hear the Jan i i i ; 

i : so hea language of Scripture in thig, , i : . 
eae gg vi . G6; wat lokopes iii: 2; Titus, i: 8; ii: 6 to 12; 1st Peter le Avy on i Sermon was delivered by Elder Wesley Short, 
: 4, 7, 138; Rom. xii: 3, together with i j : san Vie i ‘ 

(us reapecta our vinslanneheee lt is the senibenel, aid Retanae be reripauregh is ag eee eet erent aa ee agence as mone 
tian, imitating his Maker and obeying His Word. Without it, my. breth aire! he oie a 




























— ° ° * . . rs = 
ren, our profession, to unbelievers, is ironical. Sobriety is requisite in every). : eel S 
% gee or enterprise; the want of it is seen and felt by multitudes ever a Ee 2 |. 3 
lay. Sobriety secures us against the baneful influence of turbulent . dis| alo Sts a 
sions, c d pride; it i ai P®S4- Ohurches. Messengers. Aa es ea ea ke 
, envy and pride; 3t is self-defence and is necessary, on all occnsions§ «+, : =I IolelBlyly |e 
at all tires, and in all assemblies, whether religious or irreligious, especiald + - aelelelelels sé 
vy by iss who yroias to teach the ways of Godliness, “A bishop mus al ad nd nll 
e blameless, us the 27 tom, _— ——$$<—<—_—_—_—— -|-|-|-|--|-|-- - 
’ that it pe ag a God, &., Titus; 1, 75 “Thou, therefore ethabara, ..|Antonosx Cantrox, J. Cole, A. Evans, I. Jameson 1]..}..|11} 1 1 
f d that tk » teac lest thou not thyself, Rom. li: 21; “It is to b IGuthrie’s c’k,|Wm. H. M’Huran, W. Owens, Jas. Woodmansee,}. -|--|-- Q) QI. 4 
eared that the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles, throughindian creck,|Westxy Snort, Jas. Slone, J. Short, Benj. Har-|_ 
you, ib: 2A; that is some of our modern preachers, brethren of tho minis+ ria, Milton Short... ...sseeeeees ees ee eres 72|..| 3).s “8 1 
try, if you desire to recommend that religion we profess to be the pearl o = st Michell cee ceteris 6 Q 
‘ hd > ee dee ome MONS ae RE SR TE pit e eS 0 S'S Pier ee eee Sis ens veeee eelee 
ad PEERS and to preach Christ efficaciously. We must preach by exam#ernal, .....|Leroy Mayfield, io cat sc MOEN EME 97]... 3° 
ples as well as by precept, as “Elders being ensamples to the flock; 1silear Oreek,.| Wim. Fletcher, H. Sanders, Benj. Jumes,..-+-+++ 22 4 
Peter, v: 3. We should teach piety and sobriety, by word and example ilgal,.......]Dixon Brown, Edmond 'errel, John Evins,.... : ~ 2 
“These things speak and exhort and rebuke with all authority,” Titus, ii: + octet rch aj.) 1 : :: 
’ 15. Sobriety is not only a necessary qualification of a bishop, “but like altel, aso ‘4 
: ” wise must the deacons be grave and their wives grave, not slanderers, faith- pice Valley, t 
———— ful in all things.” It may be asked, May not private members use a little ichland, ...|J- Douty, David Watson, Sol. Stone,...+-.++-+- : x 
, — liberty in this particular? Answer—As the Scriptures give none, Re oak Me hong Jos. Odle 2 
: ar nn we, in this little essay. ‘We must also exhort aged men to beWhite River,|deorge Milan,.....--++--++seerreseeres ee F 2 
“mal Coy aa Kp mae epee that they liye in behavior as becomethpfount Gilead|W. Olarke, W. Bridges, Thos Jones, S. Osburn,] 2 , : 
noliness, and that they may te the woe ‘ me Mee “"“ Bloomington, Jool Fargo... cece cece eee ences ee eee nee 2). . ‘ 
: haven intel Soil Bani eed sex egy one. YOUNG dihichent,. . {Shino n Siider, Q, Hodges, Isom Murlin,.es...+! B- i, 4 


men, likewise, we must exhort to be sober minded, not only in the presence 
of the preachers and brethren, but more especially before the world; not to 
be sporting with unbelievers, running, jumping, shooting, jesting, joking; 
which things are not convenient, and give occasion for our good to be evil 
J ' spoken of; but rather be examples of piety and sobricty; also exhort sor- 
vants, &c., for the grace of God, that is the word of God that bringcth sal- 
vation, hath appeared to all men, teaching us that the denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, rightcously and godly, in this 
present world,” 'L'itus, ii: 11, 12; and conclusively, my brethren, in order 
- that we may promote that religion we profess to love, let us lay aside every 
-"e, , weight and the sin which doth so easily besct us, and let us run with pa- 
in Heb. xii: 1; That whereas they that speak against you as evil doers, 
pry TP hgh og w orks which they shall behold, glorify God in the day} + 8th. Brethren to write corresponding letters, viz: to Silver Creek, Dixon 
ation, Ist Peter, ii: 12; and Jet your moderation be known unto all{Brown; to Lost River, Leroy Mayfield; to Union, Alex. Evans; to Blue Riv- 
men, for the Lord is at hand to judge both saint and sinner. Lord, grantfer Benjamin James. ; 
that every a sa the name of Christ may depart from iniquity, that : ‘Oth: Brethren to preach to-morrow: Elders Abner Davis, Samuel Ander- 
we ae serve him in our lives‘and honor him in death. Now, brethren, son and Thomas Vandevecr. Worship to commence at 10 o’clock. 
we have given a sketch of some of the dutics of the several members of} 10th. "The Moderator and Clerk appointed to arrange the business of the 
the Church of Christ, and we conclude.with the words of the Savior, “If}Association, and report on Monday. oe 
ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” Farewell. “Wths Adjourned till Monday at 9 o'clock. 
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- 8d.‘ Ambrose Carlton chosen Moderator, and Samuel Owens, Clerk. 
Ath. Corresponding letters called for and read, viz: from Silter Creek, by 

Mder James Alexander and Brother Isanc Bell; Lost River, Elders ‘Thomas 

‘andéveer'and Redman Sovril, and Brother Wm. Duncans; Union, Elders 

bner Davis, Samuel Anderson and David Warford; Blue River, no letter 

nor'Messengers. Invited to seats. 

- 6th: Brethren of the ministry, of our order, invited to scats. 

6th. New constituted churches called for. 

7th. CirculartLetter called for, rend and received. 
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: 16th. Corresponding letters called for, read and received, and brethren to 


Minviae ve INE 
* ee 

12th. Monday—inct according to adjournment. 

13th. he committee of arrangement reported and were discharged. 

14th. Sugar Creek church dismissed, for the purpose of joining the Blue 
River Association. 
_ 15th. Resolved by the White River Association, That all the churche 
uniting“In this body hereafter, insert in their letters that they agree with 
the faith of suid Association, as recorded in their book. 
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and although they were rude by nature, he prepared them hy grace to an- 
_swer the end designed; yea, out of fishermen, and others of as low a call- 
ing, he made pillars and instruments in carrying on this building. 


y° The first Gospel church that we have any account of, was at Jerusalem. 


In what manner they became constituted we have but a brief account; they 


first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to another, by the will of God. 
Christ. and’ Lis npostles were what 


It uppears the dvctrines prenched by 


bear the same, viz: Alex. Evins, to Silver Creek; Samuel Owers, Alexang they ull believed, (or at least professed to believe,) and which was the only 


der Evins and John Evins, to Lost River; Ambrose Carlton, Samuel Owens, 
Wesley Short, Leroy Mayfield and David Fain, to Union Associations. 
17th. The next Association to be held at Vernal meeting-house, 
county. JElder Wm, Dotson to preach the Introductory Sermon; Ambrose 
Carlton, in case of failure. Worship to commence at 10 o’clock. 
18th. Brother David Fain to write the next Circular Letter, 
19th. Money collected for printing Minutes, and Clerk to superintend the; 
same, and have as many copies as can be had for the money. 
20th. Adjourned in peace. : 


4 


AMBROSE CARLTON, Moderator. 
Samuet Owens, Clerk. 





_ CIRCULAR LETTER. 
Betovep BRrETIREN: BR th i 


According to appointment of Inst year, we now address you on the Order 
and Discipline of the House of God, or the Church of God, which, in a 
metaphorical sense, is often styled in Scripture, the house, household, 
house of faith, &c. That God is a God of order in all his works and ways, 
we presume none will pretend to deny; and it appears to have been ones 
great end he had in view, in the work of salvation by Jesus Christ, to rea 
storo to order tha human family, who, by sin, had hecome disordored in 
every part, both soul and body; and to purify from amongst them a pecuy 
liar pegple, zealous of good works, or, according to our phraseology, off 
lively stones to build up a spiritual house on holy priesthood, to ofler upR 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Here weare to ex: 
pect order, if hnywhere; secing God has promised to dwellinthis house. f 
‘Here it might not be amiss, we think, to take some notice.of the houses 
of God, built by King Solomon, at Jerusalem; for although it was but a¥ 
figure of the houso of which we now speak, it was a lively one. 
house was built by the immediate influence of the spirit of God ‘on thek 
mind of King David, and he gave the pattern thercof to Solomon, as he re-§ 
ceived it®, It was built of the most costly and durable materials, selected# 



















from different parts of the world, and made ready before they were brought. 
* comes the house of God to be more particular with whom they associate; 


to the place of building, so that there was neither the sound of hammer norkg 
any iron tool heard whilst the house was building. 
part of it, built in the most exact order, with all its furniture; yet was it notgy 
complete until those whom God had appointed to minister therein, were ink 
their proper stations, with their proper vestinents on; who were strictly to 
observe all the laws thereof, and all the ordinances thereof—to keep and do 
them. We find, likewise, that when the great builder of this spiritual houseg 
came into this world, he chose such materials as he himself thought proper; 
t 
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Monroek was no difference of 


‘believed in Jesus 
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M tion thereof, delivering to the churches the doctrines to be kept; . 
‘ing them earnestly to contend for the faith once delivered to the Saints.— 


‘The house was, everyf}.and what the faith is of those who 
‘as there is 
Al 


BY cording to their best judgment anc 


@ inote them, 


rule to govern them in faith and practice; for we read that the multitude of 
them that believed were of one mind and one soul, and consequently there 
sentiment amongst them; there was one body and one 
spirit; one hope of their calling on one Lord; one faith; one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is above all aud in all, Lt appears that all 
in the apostles’ days, were on the same principles; they 
Christ as the only and all Savior of lost men, and, as an 
evidence thereof, submitted to the ordinance of baptism; and wherever it 
was convenient, they assembled together, and attended to the worship of 
God, as appointed by Christ and Lis apostles. But we find that whilst the 
apostles yet lived, when they were absent from the churches which they 
had planted, there came in teachers amongst them and taught doctrines and 
practices, contrary to those the apostles had taught; for which cause, St. 
Paul, in one of his epistles, pronounced an anathema upon such preachers. 
Contentions were also amongst the Corinthians; one was of Paul, another 
of Apollos,and another of Christ. Paul reproves them for such conduct, 
and asks them who Paul. or Apollos, or any other teachers were} but min- 
-jsters by whom they believed in the one only Savior. ‘Those, then, that 
composed the first Christian churches, were such as believed Jesus Christ 
to be what Himself and His apostles declared Him to be—not only the 
seed of woman, the son of David, according to the flesh; but the everlast- 
ing Fathor, tho mighty God; and that Tlis blood was a completo atonement 
for all sin, and were baptized into this path by those appointed of God here, 
being as God and Christ is one. Nothing but order and harmony would be 
seen amongst them; each would be satisfied to continue In the station in 
which.God had placed them. He that was qualified for teaching, would. 
teach; and those who were qualified for ruling, would bear rule; the others 
would liston and submit. In this order of things, we discover no other 
creeds, confessions, &c., necessary; but as we have noticed that errors be- 
an-early to crecp into the church, the apostles thought fit to warn the 


}rethren against them, and counseled them to withdraw from the propaga- 
and exhort- 


churches planted 


Seeing, then; that error hath much more abounded since their day, it be- 
profess a desire to unite with them; and 
but one true faith, one baptism, one Lord and-Savior of all; and 


as there is a diversity of opinion concerning those, we think that the church 
of articles of their faith; and that, ac- 
understanding of the Word of God, for 


and if any abide not by this rule, 


tof Christ ought to have a summar 


Jali to'unite in, who would walk together; 
and have no fellowship with them. ; 2 
- Thus harmony and peace might be expected to abound, as in the primi- 
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' for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit might be saved in the day of 
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tive times. But should the churel accede to the whims of some that are 
amongst us, to receive into her fellowship all who profess to believe in Jesus 
Christ, no matter what they believe of Him—whether they believe Him to 
be a God, or a man, or anangel; or whether they believe Him to be a whole 
or a piece of a Savior, and thus be baptized in His name, by no matter 
whom, nor how; and to allow them to pervert the Floly Scriptures, to suit 
those extravagant notions, What kind of order could be expected wider 
such circumstances? It is easy to discover what a babble this would be, 
and we are sure that God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, in 
all the churches of the saints. It cannot be expected that ample justice 
can be done to this subject in the bounds of a circular; and we will let what 
has been snid suffice nt present, as touching: the order of God’s house, and 
attend to the discipline thereof, and shall be as concise as possible. We 
will first observe that us God hath Inid the plan, chosen the materials, built 
the house, and appointed the rulers, so hath he given laws to govern them; 
to these, the stewards, overseers, or by whatever name they may be called, 
are. particularly to attend. Our Lord has laid down, in a few plain words, 
how an offending brother should be dealt with, “If thy brother trespass 
against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone; if he 
hear thee thou hast gained thy brother, but if he will not hear thee, then 
take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three ;witnes- 
ses every word may be established; and if he shall neglect to hear, then) 
tell it to the church; but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
thee as an‘heathen man and a publican.” Uf Paul directs that a man that 
is an heretic, after the first and second admonition, should be rejected, he 
further counsels the church at Corinth to deliver a gross offender to Satan, 


the Lord; that is, as we understand it, excommunication. In fine, we dis- 
cover throughout the epistles, that it is the duty, as well as the privilege of 
churches, tv receive those, and these only, whom they, in a judgment of 
charity, according to the divine rule, think proper members of the house- 


hold of faith; and as they have a right to receive those who appear true | 


disciples, so they have a right to exclude themwhen their conduct proves 
them to be otherwise. Thus, dear brethren, we have made these few re- 
marks on the subject given us, and we sincerely pray God that the effort, 
though fechle, may tend to supporting good order in His house, the sound | 
discipline thereof, the glory- of God, the peace of Zion and the fellowship 
of his people everywhere, What we havo done in an associate capacity, 
our Minutes will show. Farewell. 


/ 


MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 


HELD AT VERNAL MEETING MOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, INDIANA, COMMENCING 
se ON THE SECOND SATURDAY IN AucuST, 1828. 
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Ist. ho Introductory Sermon was delivered by Brother William Dot- 
son, from Matthew, iii: 3t, 32. — 
- 9d, Letters, from the Churches composing the Association, 


were read, .. 
‘and their Messengers’ names enrolled, viz: 
‘eek 


bas 


~ 






chee 
























Ohurches, Messengers. gig y Ss 
ls 3 
aired al ea 
Jace ee Annnosr Carton, Jer’h Cole, P}’t Parks, + me 
Parsi oly oy erases Waller Owens, J ns. Woadniansas eine oy una (ERO [SC 
‘Indian’ Oreok,.......- Rob't Mitchell, Jos, Sergeant, Alexnoder 
rope Burgh, Isaac oe sere wees : ™ . : % J 
: ROCK ja aacorcw vnseree Av’m Mircuess, Jesse Rector, Jlbert Je- ; 
ee dary TAH MitBEll pa wsscemanenenaqas sito 425 [52 3 
Visita pecenenaesia bites Leroy Mayyrenp, Abednego Walden, Wm. 
pag ye Puitt, Marida Parks,.....2++++e+ee+]- Sel LE 
Vhi VOT) vies cows George Milan,.......e+seeeee eee Pes Ae fs 
Gite pital, ee SRE ETS ‘yoasta Jlieus, John Jevins, Dizon Brown, J 
* eee Wm. Bruce,....-ee eee eee eens sees > pal aie 
"SER ET ease creemawr erasers D. Fain, W.N. Vain, T. Holbert, J. Bigger, 4 oe Reale 
: Spicewood Valley,....|Ez. Cleveland, Joel Conley, Wm. Dotson, . alae 
Richland,.....-+++++- |Jere’h Douly, Hance Sialenps D. Watson,.|..|..|--]-+ 
. Little Mount,.......-- Jno. Jonxs, J. Asher, D. Gibbins, J. Beck, . aha 
“Spring Oreck,....-.-+ Sant. Owns, A Gainey, Jos. Oule, Alex. g 
ee Herron, .oeseeeesceecer eters! eee 2.. 
Mount Gilead,......-. Wituwa Bras, Thos, Barns, W. Bridges, 3. *: 
.. Bloomington, Joel Ferguson, ‘'antron BRLL, .----- ee ead i 4 
‘Bethlehem, ... (Samuel Medley, Francis Blain,...-- i a ae 
“Hebron, ..:..--- -|Tnonas OLIPUANT,..+ 0+ eeeereseeerteeseferte res 
‘ Beach Creek,. George Birch, James Birch, M. McColler,.|..|.-|--]--J--l+ +l 
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a 
8d. Brother Ambrose Carlton chosen Moderator, and Samucl Owens, 


Clerk. 
4th. Corresponding letters called 





for and read, viz: from pen River, by ... 
a0 illi tt: from Union, by brother William Polke.’ .. . a “a 
Rage ae | ee ae with indianapolis Asse iROtty ae to 
their request, by their Messengers, Elder William Pope, Jonathan Keeny 
and brother William Bruce. Presented a Minute but no letter. 
--6th, Messengers, and ministers of our faith und order, are invited to 
eth. New constituted churches called for. Beach Creek church See | 
ed, and their Messengers, George Birch, James Birch and Moses MeGol er, - 
* invited to seats. Hopewell Church made application y “eg and Messen- : 
gers, for admittance into the Association. Referred till Mon “ ve 
“8th. Clear Creek church, for not complying with the resolution o r, he 
‘Association last year, requisite the churches uniting in their body hereafter, 
to insert in their letters that vig ac rane id faith of the Association, as 
eC in their book, was not adinitted to seats. 
ee Gicler Letter called for, read, and referred to a select committee, 
viz: Elders ‘Ambrose Carlton and Abraham Mitchell, and brethren Joel 


‘ 
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meres James Woodmansce and William Polke, to report on Monday. |claring ull the counsel of God, instructing them in all. practical godliness, - 
. A committee appointed to writo ‘corresponding letters, viz: DavidPaying before them their duties, wedse them upon their consciences. 


Fain, Pleasant Parks and Levi Mitchell; to be read on Monday. 
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Tho 
must wutch overthe flock, as those that will have to give an account lo God, 


ie a appointed to preach to-morrow, viz: Elders Ambrose Carl-fnot only while in the house of God, but visit them in their familics, and 
, Jonathan Keeny and Thomas Oliphant; worship to commence at l0{coriverse freely with them, and encourage them to lové and good works.— 


o'clock, a. m. 


and report on Monday. Adjourned until Monday, 9 o’clocl, a.m. 


13th, og A respectable und attentive assembly was uddressed by 
, and we hope the preaching of the Gospel had a good effect. 


those appointe 
14th. Met on Monday, according to adjournment. 


15th. The reference concerning Hopewell church was attended to, and{God-Almighty ever sanctifie 
5 pete ess meee Psince it is the effect of the fall, and the consequence of “our departure from 

: ponding letters called for, and Messengers to bear thei, viz: 
Elders Ambrose Carlton, Samuel Owens and Abraham Mitchell, and broth- § 
er Elbert J eter, to Lost River; Elder Leroy Mayfield and brethren Jeremiah 
Douty, David Fain, David Watson and James Bigger, to Union; Elder Jno. f 
Jones and brethren Thomas Holbert, David Fain and David Chrens, to on 


the church was not received. 


dianapolis Association. 


17th. The next Association to be held at Springy Creek inecting-house, § 


‘MA's no new revelation or kind of infusion is to be expected, they should give 
12th. Moderator and Clerk to arrange the business of the Association, nes P 











Fattendance to reading, to exhortation and to doctrine; and acquire all the 

hinformation within their power; but let the Word of God bo their chicf 

study, which is able to make them Wisc. fm 

_Though many have been useful without what is called learning, yet none 

‘have been so without some i of knowledge and“wisdom. Nor has 
ignorance, or consecrated it to his service, 


the fountain of intelligence. ‘They should be exempliry‘in their daily 
valk and conversation, examples of the believers in word, in conversation, 
in'charity, in spirit; in faith and in purity; and implore God’s blessing upon 
their studies antl labors, as itis He, and He alone, that can give the in- 
crease. a 

the duties of church members to their preachers may. be included, Ist, 
in their praying for them; 2d, in obeying them in the Lord,.in whatsoever 


Lawrence county, on the second Saturday in August next, to commence at Fihey admonish them, according to the Word of God; 34d, in following their 


10 o’clock, a. m. 


18th, Elder Thomas Oliphant to preach the Introductory Sermon; Elder 


Ambrose Carlton, in case of failure. 


19th. Elder Ambrose Curlton to write the next Circular letter, and choose } 
fnance, that they may attend wholly on teaching, and give themselves to the 


20th. $10,18% contributed to defray the expense of printing Minutes; 500 fministry of the word and to prayer; 


the subject. 


copies to be printed, 50 of which for cor ling A i 
lst. Clerk to superintend the same. ne 
22d. Adjourned in peace. 


AMBROSE CARLT ritlor 
a ee CARLTON, Moderator. 





CIRCULAR LETTER. 


Brrovep Brerunren: 


cular. 


We will first call your attention to the necessary qualifications of a preach- ‘ 
er of tho Gospel; secondly, to the obligations that churches are under: to | 


their preachers. 


Churches should be careful whom they call or set forward to the minis- § 
try. As the ministers of Christ are stewards of the mysteries of God, they §' 


must be blameless, vigilant, sober, apt to teach, and faithful men, able to 


teach others; not novices; and must have a good report of those that are i 


without. 


They should be faithful and studious; studying to sl th 
proved unto God—workmen that néed not a4 sSucasd. oe 


faith, and learned in the mysteries of the kingdom, as they ar 
L : e to feed tl 
people with knowledge and understanding. They must be faithful in for 


It has been a custom, of long standing, to nddress you by way of a Cir [ 


Theref ty | 
‘should be men of good understanding and experience; being nt. on 


example, so far as warranted by the Word of God; 4th, in standing by them 
in-all their trials and afflictions, and defending them in all good causes, so 
Sfar-ns in them lieth. Paul, in an epistle to Timothy, blames those of Asia 
for turning away from him. 5th, In contributing towards their-mainte- 















even so hath the Lord ordained that 
hthey who preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel. The faithful and 
Findustrious preacher will have but little time to devote to his secular cor- 
fcems, and of course has a right to expect a reasonable support. If we 
fhave sown unto you spiritual things, is ita grrent thing if we should reap 
your carnal things? = 
” He who labors in word and in doctrine, is as worthy of maintenance as 
the man who reaps down your fields; and if it be kept back, is it not fraud 
fwhich the Lord of Sabaoth will punish. May the Lord ‘enable us all to 
live in the discharge of our duties, that we may run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, tho author und finisher of our faith, 


cr Ot 


i. °° MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 


| is- 
Bie LD AT SPRING CREEK MEK'TING HOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, INDIANA; COMMENC- 
eps ING ON TILE SECOND SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 1829. 


ry 


is Ist The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder Thomas Oliphant, 


“Messenger, Brother Thomas Robertson, invited to a scat. From Union, 
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from Isaiah, xxxii: 2: “Andaman shall be as an hiding place from dl 
wind, and « covert from the tempest; ns rivers of water in an dry place; 4 seach on Sabbath, and Samucl Dowty to conclude; worship to commonce 
a shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” t'10 o’clock. 

2d. Letters, from the Churches composing the Association, were realy ‘11th. Brother Levi MitchclJ, with the Clerk, to arrange the business of 
and the Messengers’ names enrolled, viz: e Association, and report on Monday. Adjourned until Monday at 9 
clock. 




















































































































RE: 12th. Monday—inet pursuant to adjournment, 
‘ Els : 13th. ‘The arrangement called for, read and received, 
Churches. 7 Messengers. ie 41 14th. Query, from Beach Creek church: “Ls it good Gospel order to re- 
3 |r3 |S ;|4¢¢ive letters of dismission from the separate Baptist churches, or not; pro- 
‘ 3/3] 3|. gyided they subscribe to our alystract of principles and rules of decorum?” 
= beso ene FAI Ps Tedd 15th. Answer: “We believe it good order to receive such, if they are 
Bethabara,.......|Suneatan Ooux, Iannc Jameson, Ins. Allen,,..{+-]-+] 1 .}qyhat are called the old separate Baptists.” 
Guthrie’s Oreck,,.|Walter Owena, Jos: Mannah, Andrew Dods,.| ‘ 4 16th. Report of the Committee on the case of Vernal and Clear Creek. 
Indian Orook,..,.|Robert Mitchell, Tanne Coxjssessseveeee sven 5 hurchies; report as follows: he committee chosen by the White River 
Salt Oreok,.......,Apnauam Mirouxtt, Llbert Jeter, Beverly “> deg a z ts Se fe : 
Gregory, Levi Mitchell,.......-..++..-. dal. sociation, having met, proceeded to business, after making choice of 
Vernal,.....0++++ Abednego Walden, F. Hall, Benj, Parks,...... ST U2 Se srother David Fain as Moderator, and Thomas Oliphant Clerk. 1st. Took 
ane River,..... erigee Chas. Walker,....... Seeds eeeees ssleefeafeofeefe{..{ up the case of Clear Creck church. 2d. Called for and examined the evi- 
Bet ey mami Penne oo ee Tiving,...... , r : ence on both sides, and on proper investigation of the subject, we think 
Spicewood Valley,|Elijab Conley, Jno, Edwards, #8, Cleveland... hee ye majority have acted properly, and itis our decided opinion that they 
Richland,......../Jen’n Doury, David Watson, H. Stalcup,....| 3]..| 2I. ..| spre the church of Clear Creek. Also took up the case of Vernal church, 
Little Mount,..... Audrew Evins, Thos, Jones,..........+++.+. .|10}. 1| and after examining the evidence on both sides, and proper discussion, de- 
Spring Creek,... .{Sax. Owens, GC. Bridewell, J. Odle, J. Hubbard.|--|..| 2 -|--! ®cided that the minority is Vernal church. 
ount Gilead,..,.|Sam’l Osburn, Wim. Bridges,.........+..000. a eal cal “ ] aga y a : 
Bloomington, ....{Tantron Bunt, Jecl Ferguson,............... rd ols "| @'zl7th. Request from Hebron church, Item Ist. W ¢ request the Associ- 
Bethlehem, ......|Sam’l Medley, 8. Doughorty, F. Blain,....... velocl Ale ition to take into consideration the importance of ordaining Ministers and 
ns ste $.a.siniee Tuos. Oxiruant, J. Storm, J,Davis, W. Carter.} 1)..| 7 onstituting churches. Referred to the churches, to answer at the next As- 
Beach Creek,.....|Geo. Birch, Jos. Freed,......... o1w ehacaceni acne -| 1j. sociation od. ' ivi iation i i d mak 
Hopewell, ....... Passareabilio aacsseahbe sociation. Item 2d. To divide the Association into sections, and make ar- 
Clear Creek,.....|Euw. Cuamners, C. Hazel, J. M. ‘Sadler, H. = ‘angements for section mectings as they may think proper. The Associa- 
Sanders, P. Brummit, Jas. Brummit,....... 5 (es .| gtion agrees to divide into four sections, viz: Bethabara, Guthrie’s Creek, 
ma] SRE Gilgal and Salt Creek, to compose the first section; Bloomington, Clear 
TOU sree reece eee /Male. 99) 76KCroele, Vernal, Tlopewell, Bethel and Litt Mount, to compose the second 
fsection; Spice Valley, Mount Gilead and Indian Creek, third section; Sprin 













3d, Elder Abraham Mitchell chosen Moderator, and Samucl Owen Creek, Hebron, Beach Creck, Richland, Bethlehem and White River, fourt 


Clerk. 

4th. Two letters from Vernal and Clear Creek churches were presentedjber. . Also a sectional meeting in cach section,—at Vernal meeting-house, 
each calling themselves Vernal and Clear Creck churches, which were ré on the second Saturday in October next, and Elders Thomas Oliphant, Jer- 
ferred to a select committee, viz: Miders ‘Nhomas Oliphant, George Dotsoneminh Douty and Samuel Owens, to uttend the sume; at Mount Gilead, on 
Tarlton Bell, Samuel egg Stephen Robertson and Jeremiah Cole, angthe third Saturday and Sunday in May next; Elders Thomas Oliphant, 
brethren Androw Evans, Dixon Brown, David Fain, ‘homas Robertsomobert Hicks and Brothers John Evins and Joseph Odle, to attend the same. 
Samuel Medley and John Evins, to report on Monday. |At Richland, the first Saturday and Sunday in October next; Elders Tar!- 

5th. Brethren of the ministry, of our order, invited to seats. on Bell, Stephen Robertson and Elijah Chambers, to attend the same. 

6th. Corresponding letters called for. From Lost River no letter; theif “18th. Request from Clear Creek church, that we insert in our Minutes 


“oO 


letter but no messengers. From Indianapolis, a letter and Messcngergconcern, that the said William Fletcher was excluded from Clear Cree 
Elder George Dotson and Brother James Lang; invited to seats. church, and his credentials demanded by said church, and not being Gren 


7th. New constituted churches called for. Hopewell church presentefup, therefore said Fletcher is preaching in disorder. 


a letter by their Messenger, Eldcr Stephen Robertson, and were reccivedg'; 19th. Corresponding letters called for, read and received, and Messen- 
8th. Circular Letter called for, read and received. : gers to bear the same, viz: to Lost River, Brethren John Evins and Joseph 


9th. Brethren appointed to write corresponding letters, viz: Jocl Fergu Hannah, and Elder ‘Mhomas Oliphant. : : 
"220th: The Association agrees to drop correspondence with Union and In- 


son, Joseph Hannah and Levi Mitchell. 
10th. Elders George Dotson, Tarlton Bell and Stephen Robertson tddianapolis Associations. ; : 
an ‘? Qist. The Association agrees to open a correspondence with the Danville 


ection; and each section to.have the Association, according to their num- — 


the disorder of William Fletcher; therefore, be it known to all whom phoes i 
Id 


e 

* 
See ee 
x 


vw 
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‘ eee SE ae house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and, 


Sait goat si . . ‘of earth; and some to honor and some to dishonor, If a man, therefore, 
ies ene — wt ge i ‘Tarlton Bell, Sumud# purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified and 
locate haatiiicn aaa tl ee : -#imeet-for; the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.”’ 


22d. The next Association to be held at Salt Creek church, Lawrenctt. oil : ’ 
county, on the first Saturday in August, 1830, and following days; Elde Bi 24- Letters ne seventeen churches were read, and their Messengers 
James enrolled, viz: 


Tarlton Bell to preach the Introductory Sermon, and Elder Stephen Robf’ 
ertson in case of fnilure; worship to commence nt 11 o’clock, a. Mm. yo 


























23d. Brother Benjamin Parks to write the next Circular, e 3 Ke 
Nine dollars seventeen and a half cents contributed for printing Min} + lobe | al ete 
utes, and Clerk to superintend the same and have 400 copies printed, 20 off’: * Churches; Hoeeenanee, Eee Plats 
which to be reserved for corresponding Associations. ph,” is $ Sl als 
Adjourned in peace. i PB fo [oe |= al 
ABRATIAM MULCHELL ’ Y———. — ——_— $$ ——_}|--}-|-|1- 
~ Samur. Owens, Clerk. tls Modurntor } Bothabara, ..|Aanaosx Cancroy, Jen’ Cory, I. Jameson,... e+e ete ste steeds 2 - 
. BF Guthrio’s c’k,|Jno, M. Evans, Waller Owens, Jos, Hannah,,...-| 3) 5). -)--) 3 
s ‘Bi Indian greck,|Robert Mitchell, Wim. Baker, Isaac Cox,.....+-.- 1]. .} 1] 3) 5) 2 1! 50 
, CIRCULAR LETTER. Wsalt Creek,..|Av’m Mitcuxty, Beverly Gregory, Levi Mitchell,..]--| 3}..|--|--]--|.- 
Betoven Breturen: 7 i ane ae ae, Sisenanss Benj&Parks, Marida Parks,......|-+ : 3}. .} 2).. 
i i : . : re ite River,|Letter, but no messenger. ...-.seeeeeerererereneles ee ae 
‘ Joteniioe to <a usual a go m an associate capacity, to address ~ ‘Gilgal,......|Rowr. Hicks, Dizon Brown, Wm, Bruce,..e.eeseefee{eefes All) 3)... 
vith what we call a Circular Letter, and wishing that we may be useful af Bothol, ..... Win. Peonybaker, Thos, Holbert... ...eeee eee eee ete cde cde ede cde sles t 
well as formal, permit us to call your most serious attention to the sin off ‘Spice Valley,|T. Vanvevurn, Cuas. Penxincton, Wat. Dotson,... 1] 5}..]..] 4] 3 
covetousness. It is the last and closing commandment of the law given by meee —s voces mex Hance Stalcup, Wm. 8. Cole,.......|.- 2. .{-+| 5] 2 
= ‘yy : : . # Little Mount,!Neither letter nor messenger. .....++eseeeeereres|estesterdes “|. 
pee = pe ce patria, which Seems to comprehend all that is con ‘Spring creek,|San’L Owens, Jos. Odle, Martin Owens,......-.-- 1) 1}..]..] 3) 3 
ained in the other nine. When ‘ive consider, it seems to lead to all the ‘Mount Gilead|Neither letter nor MOSSENGET. .eccecceeeccseeeroe|ee|e ele eleefesecfes 
evils that abound in the world; not only to theft, robbery, &c., but to aduld ec (cel loa Abednego Walden, ....++++sesees ie eet 1 > 
tery, murder, cheating and defrauding, running in debt more than men aref ‘Bethlchem,. .|Francis Blane, Isom Martin,.+.+.+sseeeseees sees ms bal eg, bas 
able to pay, to borrowing that is never intended to be returned, &c., &c.—9 (pee a ..|T. Oliphant, Wm. Carter, S. Griffin, Chas. Shelton,| 8 6. .|.. pS : 
. oar) . : each Oreek,|Jas. Birch, Moses McCollough,.....+e+es+eereee Ls<teefee 
We think itis a hidden evil that few are aware of, although we may Covelf *Hopewell,...|Benjamin Stephens,........ssecseerereeeeeeees 1 4}..|..] 5)..]. 
more than is needful, and be led to gluttony, drunkenness and many otheig \Olear Creek, .|J. M. Sadler, H. Sanders, J. Brummit, P. Brummit) 5/13} 1).. Q| 3}. 
extravagances; therefore our Lord bids us to beware of it,—Luke, xii: 16% Semaria,..../John Durham,.........+.+... aeniawmennignees ese-apsie [nals ssa] te |r ye 
St. Paul said he had not known lust, except the law had said, “Thou shalt. - Total acioal 5| ajaclea} 8 
not covet;”? and the samo Apostlo assures us that a covetous manis an idol aaahaa acide cial | 








ater and shall not inherit the Iingdom of God; and strange we think it ist 7 
that thosc who are governed by this principle, should flatter themselves: gd, Elder ‘l’homas Oliphant chosen Moderator and Benjamin Parks 
with the hopes of eternal bliss, and take the Bible for their guide. Wel Clerk..- ; . 
could swell a volume with this subject, were we so disposed; but a word tof :.>::4th,- Ministers of our order invited to seats. 

the wise is enough, and therefore we shall conclude with the words of the¥ GBth.! Corresponding letters cnlled for, One from Tost River, and Mes- 
Tord, laforn recited. “Binware ef eqvetonsnsed.” he“ sengers, who took their seats, viz: Elders James McUoy, ‘Thomas Robert- 


4, 
+ 





f -gers Elder G. Dotson and Brother James Lang, but no letter. t 
f §=6. 6th. New constituted churches called for. Samaria church presented a 
H: letter by their Messenger, John Durham, which was received, and their 
‘Messenger invited toa scat. And said church, Samaria, to be added tothe 
ff second section of our Association. 
.. 7th, The Association, after reading the several letters, find an overwhelm- 
H. ing majority in favor of the present mode of choosing presbyteries. ‘There- 
fore Hebron church withdrew her request of 1829. 
jaiiegem (Boas i ota tes a ~ * 8th. The letter from Bethel church having been referred until the Asso- 
TE ANON TINE ARCOND ASTURUAY: IN) AUMUET: 1830. ciation was organized, was then taken up, read and received, and their Mes- 
Ist. The Introductory Sermon avas delivered by Elder Tarlton Bell, from} ‘:sengers took their seats. 
2d Timothy, ii: 19, 20, 21: “Nevertheless, the foundation of God standethf *:." 9th, The Circular Letter called for and referred to a select committee, 
sure, having this seal; the Lord knoweth them that.'are His; and let everyf" - 6 ; 
one that nameth the name of Christ depart’ from iniquity; but in a greats 


MINUTES OF .THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 


‘ or . Saige ih 
HPRLD AT SALT "CREEK MEEFTING-ILOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, * INDIANA, COMMENC# 


\ 


B son, Royce McCoy, and Brother Jonathan Stout. From Danville, Messenr.. 


ied | 


' , sions, and publish it in our Minutes, taken up; discussed and not granted; 


- ber of their préachers, ordained and licensed. ° ‘os 


3.3 
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ait) : . 2 % ‘, * . . i 
Pics Elders S, Owens, G. Dotson, and J, M. Evins; to report on Monday} that:all-important work of Church, to-wit: Discipline. Though volumes 


have been written on this subject, we think it one that is not yet exhnust- 
‘ed, and:one on which the signs of the times call daily, allowed for new ex- 
hogtations and warnings. We say all-important, for without this no church 
“grow and thrive, and the peace and harmony of the brotherhood be 
‘Continued, and with it no church can fall, no, not even unto disorder or con- 
fusion, (if pursued agreeable to Christ’s rule.) And to effect so desirable 
-an‘accomplishment, we first recommend to the churches to sieeve to eye, 
clearly, before becoming constituted. Can two walk together, except they 
14th. The ‘arrangement called for, read, amended and received. | bé‘agreed? Amos, iii: 3; 2d Cor., vi: 14. And'let the utmost care be used in 
15th. The circular letter called for, read and received. the reception of members. Not every one who is disposed to come for- 
16th. The’request from Bethel church, praying for a new hearing andj ward and give us their hand are fit members of «x gospel church. Neither 
investigation of the cnuse of Vernal church, as set forth in the Minutes off all who como recommended by Ictters, from every quarter, prove to be of 
last year, taken up and,answercd in the negative. . ‘af advantage. Neither are they cutitled to our watch-carc, seeing their let- 
17th, A request from Bloomiugton, praying this Association to reject the tors,veri y prove them to be not of our faith; and when such have been re- 
. doctrines of Alexander Campbell, taken up and aiswered in the affirmative. ved, with sqrrow we are bound to say, too often have they been as dead . 
‘We reject the doctrines of Alexander Campbell, and advise the ‘churches}weights and clogs to Zion’s wheels. And if any wish to join by experi- * 
composing our body to do the same, believing. them to be contrary to thef’ence, let them know our rules of discipline or decorum and abstract of prin- 
‘doctrines of God, our Suvior, ' ; <7 ciples, and if they can give hopeful evidence that Cod has received them, 
18th. Also a request from the same church, to reject the system of Mis- ‘we ought not to reject them;—Acts, xi: 17, And let the utmost care, with 
‘all prayer, be used in licensing and sending out preachers. Watch over 
:.19th. Corresponding letters called for, read and received, and Messengers] them close, for. good; see how and what they preach; open wide your doors, ° 
to bear the same. ‘T'o Lost River, Elders Thomas Vandeveer, J. M. Evans,| pulpits'and hearts, for the reception of truth, but shut them close against 
J..Cole, Robert Hicks and brother J..Odle. ‘To Danville,-Elders Tarlton} ‘error; and as we believe the five points, as they are called, to-wit: total moral 
Bell, E. Chambers, Jeremiah Douty and brother John Durham. “| depravity, effectual calling, predestination, perseverance of the saints and | 
:20th, Elder T. Vandeveer to preach the next Introductory Sermon,-and ealievens” bageiem by immersion, to engross the leading points and princi- 
in ‘case of failure, Elder J. M. Evans. a" 3 “[*ples of the Gospel, if there come any unto you preaching, and bring not 
21st. Elder Thomas Oliphant to write the next Circular, and to choosé} ‘this doctrine, (in substance,) receive him not into your houses, neither bid 
hig’subject. ** ., * -s  r ‘ , ‘him God speed; for he that biddeth him God speed is a partaker of his evil 
22d. ‘The next Associntion to be held at Vernal mecting-house, Monroe ‘deeds,—John, ii: 10,11. And as we believe it takes four prerequisites. to 
county, the second Saturday in August, 1831, and following days. constitute a logal baptism, viz: water, the clement regencrated persons, the 
23d. Three sectional meetings: the first to be at Gilgal, the Friday be-§subjécts; immersion, the mode; and a regular ordained minister, the admin- 
fore. the second Saturday in October next; and brethren to attend the same, Fistrator; we hope the churches in our Union will be careful, and not receive © 
.T. Oliphant, Joseph Odle and T. Vandeveer. At Indian Creek, the Friday¥and‘continue members in disorder on that ground. We unhesitatingly say 
before the’first Sunday in November; brethren to attend, T’. Vandeveer, C,f#that we find-no authority for any to go out into all the world and baptise, 
Pennington, J. M. Evans, E. Chambers and 'T. Bell. At Hebron, the Fri-feonly thoso to whom he gave a commission to teach or preach; and trees are 
day before the third Saturday in Muy next; brethren to attend, ‘I’. Bell, EBA known: by their fruit. ‘Therefore, they who teach fulso doctrines must be 
Chambers and J. Brummit.’ .,E&influenced by an evil spirit, and cannot be sent of God; for if they speak: 


24th. We request the churches in future to insert in their letters the num: bt according to this Word, it is because there is no lightin them,—Isaiah, ° 


morning. . 
_.. 10th. Brethren to. write ‘corresponding letters, viz: S. Owens, Wm. Dot. 
son and’E..Parks,  ‘¥ 3 Lane an. 2 
“11th, Elders G. Dotson, J. Jones and Jas. McCoy, to preach on Sunday 
and Royce McCoy to conclude. Worship to commence at°10 o’clock. 
12th. Moderator und Clerk to arrange the business of the Association, 
and report on Monday morning. Adjourned to Monday, at 10 o'clock. 


13th. Monday morning—met pursuant-to adjournment, 


2 


4 


i:'20. .” We also warn you against any and all classes of men who deny. 
call to the ministry. Now to the law andthetestimony. Andnoman | 
‘this honor unto himself but. he that is called of God, as was Aaron;‘ : 

:'4. And how shall they a except they be sent,—Rom., x:: 
















s 


¥ 
ode 


. 25thsThe Clerk to superintend the printing of the Minutes, and havé 
500 copies struck, 50 of which are to be distributed to corresponding Assi 
ciations. 3 eas ! 
.. Nore. We have 17 ordained, and 6 licensed preachers. ce. aes fis «Bu there-be some that trouble you and would pervert: the Gospel of | 

: ‘THOMAS OLIPHANT, Moderato Chtist though we or an angel from Heaven preach any other Gospel’. 

ee : : 3REBIApiyou'than that which we have preached unto you, let him beaccursed,:: 

7,8. And if any wish an open communion, insisting that-it is-the, 

lo, Jet such know that is the very rcason we dare welcome none. 
ich as He invites. And further, that union is the first step, and, ° 

at:can be obtained, it is not only mere nonsense, but it would truly. 
bén ‘violation, while holding ‘such different ideas ‘of :God. and His’ .-. 

Miia sonic sectarians do,—Ist Cor., v: 11, and 2d Thess,, iii: 6, 14. In 

ee Ss : 





_Bengamy Pars, Clerk. + 





ee " CIRCULAR LETTER. 4 
The Messengers composing the: White River Association to the Churches 
-\ which she-is-composed, send Christian salutation, greings ~~ = °** 
Betovep BRETHREN IN THE LorpD: ~ : Pes 
We this year purpose, in our circular address, to call your attention. to! 


' 
° 

7 < a | 
- ° 





veer, from Coloss., ii: 6: “As ye have received Christ Jesus, the Lord, so 
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? 
a word, all give up the point that no unbpatised: panes inn fit comin” 3d. Elder ‘Thomas Oliphant chosen Moderator, and Benjamin Parks 
cant; therefore we believe those who.have been illegally immersed, and, offGlerk. ° e 
course, improperly initiated into the church, (though they may be bapted 4th, Ministers of our order invited to scats. 


. 


to be equally as unfit communicants as though they had never been baptised; ‘6th. Newly constituted churches called for. Little Union church pre- 
by any order of people whatever. We exhort you, dear brethren, to conj4senteéd a letter by their Messengers, James Brummit, Pearson Brummit and 
tend earnestly for the faith which was once delivered to the saints. Strivo%David Barrow; also, Beaver Creck church, by her messengers, Wm. Dot- 
#0 to walle that the mouths of gainsnyers mny be stopped. Juet your light*gon, Joseph Sanders and Win. Duncan; which letters were received, and 
shine before a crooked and perverse generation, and submit yourselves totheir Messengers cordially invited to a scat. Little Union church to be at- 
every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake; unto governors, as unto themftached to the second, and Beaver Creek church to the third section of this 
sent by Him for the punishment of evil doers, &c. Honor all men, lovesAssociation. 

the brotherhood, fear God and respect the wholesome laws of our happy re-¥.-.6th. Letters from corresponding Associations were called for, and their 


formed republic; forget not the fatherless and widow; be sure toattend you ena took their seats, viz: from Lost River, John McCoy, Samuel 





church meetings, unless providentially hindered, for this is a part of your§Blankenbaker and Royce McCoy; from Danville, John Clements, Samuel 


ob, Wm. Hogan and Win, D. Lruce. 
7th. Circular Letter called for, read and received. 
“8th. Brethren to write corresponding letters, viz: W. C. Foster, to Lost 


iver; Pleasant Parks to Danville Associations. 


church covenant in first coming together; and our apostle says, “Lie not to 
one another.” If these things be in you, and abound, they make you that 
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 


Christ. 
Re ET aa Acoso E : Oth, Elders John Clements, Ambrose Carlton and Royce McCoy appoint- 
MINUTES OF ‘THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, fed to preach on Sunday, and Elder Samuel Douty to conclude. Worship 


HELD AT VERNAL MEETING HOUSE, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA, COMMENCING $to commence at 10 o’clock, a. mM. Be 
ON THE SECOND SATURDAY IN AuGuST, 1831. 10th. Elder Thomas Vandevecr and W. C. Foster, together with the 


Ist. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder Thomas ay sof [oderator-and Clerk, were appointed a committee of arrangements. Ad- 














a AAG OSS) Fjourned till Mondny at 9 o’clock. 
walk ye in him.’ ;- ILth. Monday morning—met, pursuant to adjournment. 
2d. Letters from 20 churches were read, and their Messengers’ names 12th. The arrangement called for, read and received. 
enrolled, viz: R 13th. The requests from Bloomington and Clear Creek churches, pray- 
“King that the majority of Vernal church may have a re-hearing, or the As- 










































SS) 
= ‘sociation adopt some plan to effect a reconciliation between the two parties 
Churches. Mesaenyers. > .Gclaiming to be Vernal church, taken up, and after considerable discussion, 
bls nj “fe? motion and second, it was decided to grant a new hearing. . 
a9 & R 14th. Pleasant Parks appointed Clerk, pro fem, in place of Benj. Parks, 
eee Coe al aad & -fyhose scut is vacated in consequence of the above decision. 
Bethabara,......-|Amb. Carron, J. Allen, I, Jameson, P. Parks,]..]../--]-+ VW og Enquiry then being made to know whether the parties were ready for 
Guthrie’s Creek,. .|Jno. M. Evans, Walter Owens, Jos. Hannah,.| 1) 1 3g etrial, it was decided on motion and second, that the records of the church 
“oe Creek,....|Robert Mitchell, John M. Myers,......- eens 1 4}. 41 Ebook of Vernal be taken as proper evidence, together with such other tes- 
thet ahi i Tuk 1 et L. Mitcholl,}..} 8). a timony, either oral or written, as may be considered to belong to the, sub- 
iltetl... <aconcsftone: Leen Dioativews, L: Tal asasesosl al ag (ject. ‘The minority having acknowledged the records of Vernal church, 
Bethel,.or0 xivnven David Fain,....... SRN te aitks Ge BR seca les og favith the exception of that of May, 1829, to be correct, the Association, 
Spicewood. Valley, Tnos, Vaxpxvern, Klij. Conley, Joel Ounley,.-) 1 59. Pafter.investigating all the evidence presented to them, came to the follow- 
Richland,......../Jen’t Doury, H. Stalcup, Wm. 8. Cole,...... 1 23 Bae as the result of their decision: : ; 

White River,..... Neither letter nor messenger......--2-eeeeeeefeofecfeefeefosfeste-| 13 ed = hi pra ss : ae . : F . io 
Little Mount,.....|- John Jones, John Wilson,....... +++ aad re 46 Rast. That we belicve the church did wrong in the reception of Jamcs 
oy eee i GUID GY SS 0th cam ewaernisdiessie esenaly’ Q\..).. 22 Putnam. . 2d. That at the decision of the committee of five ee ap 
Gilead,....|Dissolved in peace..- - Bthough-some members did wrong in their private capacity, yet the church 
att aaa beg Me Outie fleet fe My ca reat : 8 von id did hot in her collective capacity, having complied with the decision of said | 
Hebron, «........(Taes, Otsrmawe,: J’ Davins a. St0rw,. 700010001 BLSesfos 59.peommittee, 3d. That the minority was decidedly wrong in having their 
aac Creek,..... Geo. Birch; Alfred Pace;........... ssi Bisia'aeeere foe Usados 13, fcalled:moeting, in defiance of the rules of the church. dth. We further 
ago voice tea ered a ae om oom it telee Me believe, that although the church did wrong in the reception of Putnam, 
Rates enn Lash Dura AGE Eitie ccsreretiegocees| @ Tcl --| 33: pyet.she.manifested her repentance by restoring Putnam his letter long-be- 
Little Usion,.... (Jae. Braniinity Pearson Brommit, D. Batvow,.|..[--]0/2- "| 9qsffore the separation of the church took place. 5th. Itappears, also, that the | 


TIL) 95-fehurch violated her 6th and 14th rules of decorum, in not.properly attend- 
—|— — sing toa motion and second, and in not keeping a full record of the, meet- 


Beaver Creek,....|Wm. Doteon, Joseph Sanders, Wm. Duncan,. .|- 
TE lic cavsvnsios ters 24'78| 4). .|69/33] 8/682 iy 
a 


. 
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ings of May, 1829. And whereas this Association, at its annual mcetingtall have siuned.”— Again, Titus, i: 16, “Unto the pure all things aro pure, 
in 1829, did decide that the minority of Vernal church ought to be received’ put.unto them that are deliled is nothing pure, but even their minds’and 
as such, in opposition to the majority of said body, upon reconsideratio consciences are defiled.” ‘This being the case with us, and the whole hu- 
thereof, we advise that both parties claiming to be- Vernal church be placed¥man. family, alike in transgression, for God hath made of one blood all.the 
in the same situation they were in previous to that decision, and that they"nations:of men that dwell on the face of the whole earths. as such, all are 
are earnestly desired to endeavor to eflect a reconciliation among themexpdsed to the curse of the Divine Law, ina state of nature, and-entirely 
selves, before the next meeting of this Association, tho pless; for Christ says, © Without me ye ean do nothing,” and truly, with- 

15th. ‘he request of Bethel church, upon the same subject, withdrawn/“out the spirit of God whut could we do?” But, brethren, we are assured that 

16th. The following query from Hebron taken up, viz: “Is it right to fel;God is a spirit, and as such has ever revealed himself to his creatures, 
lowship two or’ more members that will not fellowship each other, either itZeither directly or indirectly, by the power of the same; for such is the lan- 
our own church, or any sister churches?”” Answered in'the negative. {guage of the Old Testament compared with the New. Thus saith Joel, ii: 

17th. The request of Bloomington and Richland churches, to alter hy228, 20: “And it shall come to pass afterwards that Twill pour out my spirit 
time of meeting of the Association, withdrawn by their Messengers. eu pon ull flesh, &e."? Again, Isniah, iii: ds “bor L will pour water upon 

18th. Corresponding letters called for, read and received, and Messenghim ‘that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground. I will pour my spirit 
gers appointed to bear tlte same, viz: Jos. Odle, Abraham May and Thomajupon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring, &c.”  ‘I'hese passa- 
Vandeveer, to Lost River Association; and brethren John Durham, Joht¥ges of divine writ certainly relate to the gospel day, at which time John the 
Jones, James Brummit, Pearson Brummit and Levi Asher, to Danville As§Baptist was sent. See Mark, i: 1, 4: “The beginning of the Gospel of 
sociation, fesus Christ, the Son of God. John did baptise in the wilderness, and 

19th. ‘The next Association to be held at Indian Creck meeting-housegpreach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.’? ‘hus when 
Lawrence county, on the second Saturday in August, 1832, and following/Christ came, he preached repentance to the people, without which they 
Wcertainly should perish; and we find the spirit was abundantly poured -out 







days. 

_ 20th. Elder Gideon Potter,to preach the next Introductory Sermon, andion the day of Pentecost, and many were coming to God, crying ‘what shall 

in casc of failure, Kelder Abraham May. .* , ‘we do to be saved?’ Sce a Paul of Tarsus, a jailor, a Lydia, whose hearts 
21st. Brother William C. Foster to write the next Circular Letter. ‘the Lord opened; thus the spirit was reproving the world of sin, of right- 


22d. Three sectional meetings to be held; the first to be held at Guthrie’ifeousness and of judyment. 'I’his is the religion the world, by all their nat- 
Creek, the Friday before the 4th Saturday in October, and brethren T. OlZural wisdom, knoweth nothing about, nor can men know God, only by his 
iphant, G. Potter, E. Jeter and Carlton, to attend the same. The segrevealing himself to them by his holy spirit, for “the Father quickeneth 
cond to be at Little Mount, the Friday before the first Sunday in May, ant{whomsoever he will, and none can come tothe Son except the Father draw- 


to be attended by T. Vandeveer, Wm. Carlton, T. Oliphant, Wm. Dotson¥eth them.” 
G. Potter and A. May. ‘The third tobe held at Bethlehem, the fourth Frig’ Thus we see the sous of men are the subjects ef divine operation, and 


day in November, and J. Evans, ‘I’, Vandeveer, Janes Brummit and Jolifthrough this medium God has ever communicated light to the children of 
Jones, to attend the same. ‘“ * » fanen. The poor sinner looks on him whom they have pierced, and are 

23d. W. C. Foster to superintend the printing of the Minutes, and havémade to mourn, the Lord opening their eyes and granting them repentance 
600 copies struck, 50 of which are to be distributed to corresponding Assogby a godly and heartfelt sorrow for sin, as we learn that it is the goodness 


ciations. 






















mado to rejoice in God their Savior: they have an unetion from the Holy 
fOne, and being led by the spirit of God, they are the sons of God. By 
his we may learn the cause of objections to this doctrine, and this kind of 
eligion, because they that possess it are nat of the world, but being chosen 
) but of the world, therefore the world hateth them. ‘Thus the Scribes and 
you in a Circular, on some subject, we again resume our practice. harisees of old opposed it; not being acquainted with the new birth, men 
such, we deem:it necessary to call your attention to the operation of thgin nature will oppose it. For such are not willing to allow the different 
spirit, which, at this time, is so much’ disputed among our modern profesoperations.to the different powers, for Satan himself is an influential spirit, 
sors of religion, and which is enough, at the first view of the subject, t? ; 

amaze the Christian world. But when we reflect on the awful dilemm 
which mankind have fallen into by sin, and the darkened situation of ‘thgobey him, and ‘he transforming himself into an angel of light, then no mar- 
mind, we need not wonder at those cnormous ideas; for God has declaretyel-if his ministers be so also. ‘hus is his kingdom Icept up by his spirit 
in his Word, that “thd whole head is sick, and the whole heart is fuinttyérking signs and wonders in the world, and often under the color.of reli- 
from the sole of the foot even unto the head, there is no soundness in’it,}pion. It is his policy to bar against divine truth, and keep the palace of 
—Isa., i: 5,6. Again, Rom., v: 12, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entetffhie hearts of men; until the Lord comes in and casts him out. It is not 
ed into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon‘all men, fofinreasonable nor unscriptural to believe in the operation of the spirit, both 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


Dear Breturen! 
Whereas our uniform custom at our annual session has been to addre 


f God that leadeth men to repentance. This being effected, they are © 


ind works in the hearts of the children of men, and leads his servants cape. 
ive‘at his own will, they themselves yielding their members servants*to ° 


Pao 
“eyt 
ty 
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in‘ our calling from nature to grace, and call to the ministry; for as the king: rd 


to peepee 

























dom is tho Lord’s, Te is the best judge of His subjects. ‘Thus he tells wt. e] [s{a 
‘to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send more laborers into his harves:y }: . @| {Ele 
and Paul says, ‘How can he preach except he be sent?”” Then, as Chritt"* ‘Churches. Messengers. brs [212 
ascended upon high and gave gifts unto men, it is all of the Lord; for Hip >-* hd ea hl 
gave some apostles, some?prophets, some pastors and teachers, all for a #\ ele |Z 
perfecting of the body of Christ.. Then shall he not call them? or are d q eS Seen eT 2 ai 
men jn the possession of these rifts? No, my brethren, cerininly not, ray Bethnbara. ......+.0 5: Amuvose Canvrox, PL Parks. J. dnmoson, Ye.) 2. 
God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, aris Guthrie's Oreek, ......) 1M. Jevanx, W. Owens, J. Mannah,..... He] Uy. 
















they are men wondered at; and they themselves must first be made parti} bee Melee ates Fen nail, We Reka algae BY rt 

kers of the fruits, and by their fruits shall ye know them; for if they aly Balt Oreek,....+.+..+- G. Porter, L. Michell, E Jeter, .......| 1] 3}..|-. 

not sent of God they shall not profit his people. Thus the preacher that f}-Gilgal, ...........++. D. Brown, G. Ragsdale, Wm. Bruce,.....]+-]++]. [+> 

called of God is led by the spirit; his labors are blessed. his soul is refresh a Hina Valley 2. B Eeded. on, mg inks a gers mone % 

ed, und by-und by the prenchers und their’flocks, diax changed by divid Mebtandy..csnceeses-]W_3. Cates. Wanmeter, B.Wateou. | al 2b [+ 
tace, by the operation of the spirit, arrive at their desired haven. Wherés Whito Rivor,.........|Qeorge Milan. J. B, Binen, & Simpson, ..f-- ; 


ore, my brethren, stand-{ast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made yoq Little Mount,.........)) Mugg, D. Qubbing, 8. Danigan,....... 
free; live in peace, love the brotherhood, guard against the errors of t Me Strine Creek,.... +++. J. Opin, 1. M. Dowell, A. Herron,....-..|++ 





; : ME Bloomington, oi. cvees| Wau Carton, Win 'O Bosbetsvess.ccce. st 
snaked coe dea ts Ylthfal ll galls Wl Gus. hal foocivornctome Wet 7" [EAM e 0 etn 
i and shall reign with Christ for ever and for ever, in His kingdom.4f Hobron, ........-.-5: Pitas, Onrnanr, J. Davis, Ro Carmichael, 
men. A Ds, AMM give AEREw 64 KEV Genes Ties 2 
r ' iy Beach Crik,.....-++- C. Shelton, A. McColleugh,....... panay aati fe ; 
THOMAS’ OLIPHAN I’, Moderator. Mm Clear Creck,.....-+.. J. M. Sadler, H. Sanders, A. Pagett,..... 5!L0}, .}.. 


Preasant Parxs, Clerk. Samarig,ss sesso seeks G Asher ds Duthsijsccsent cieceees coe 


“Little Union,......... Wm. McCoy, S. Butcher,.......0-.2e00e]es 


‘§ Beaver Oreek,........ a Dotson, W. Bridges, J. Sanders, M,. 
E RTRs: 64s sivieniieee a valet e'e se Gaia eel a's 


faUnity,...... Ae A. May, D, Deem, D. Qlunn,.... 2... ee eee 


£\..3d. Elder Wm. Dotson chosen Moderator, and W. C. Foster Clerk. . 
4th. Ministers of our order invited to seats. , 

Mm Sth. Newly constituted churches called for. Unity church presented a 
Pottor by their Messengers, A. May, 0. Deem, D. Cleon and I. Burch, 
Fwhich letter and messengers were cordially received; said church to be at- 
tached to the fourth scction of this Association. 

&: Gth. Letters from corresponding Associations called for and read, and 
their Messengers took their seats, viz: from Lost River, Elder Jonathan 
Pyones and Jonathan Stout; from Danville, Elder John Clements. 

7th. Circular Letter called for, read and unanimously received, 





er; ‘homas Oliphant to Danville Associations. 

Oth. Elders J. Jones, J. Clements and A. Moss elected to preach on Sun- 
fday, and Elder A. Carlton to conclude. Worship to commence at 10 
£o’clock, a. m. 


" a ; ; am 10th. Elder T. Oliphant, P. Parks and D. Fain, with the Moderator and 
* EES OP RRS WEED Ree Sew EE (Clerk, appointed a committee of arrangements. Adjourned until Monday 


HELD AT INDIAN CREEK MEETING HOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, INDIANA; commpngmorning, 9 o’clock, a. M. 
+ ING ON TIE SECOND SATURDAY IN AuGusT, 1832, 11th. Monday morning—met, pursuant to adjournment. 
: ; ms © ‘fe 12th. The arrangement called for, read, amended and received. 
Ist, The Introductory: Sermon was delivered by Elder-Gideon Potte§E’ 13th. Took up the petitions of Sult Creck, Ilebron, Beach Creek and 


from Romans, 5:9. : , ... fBpice Valley churches, respecting the rejecting or withdrawing of Vernal 
2d. Letters from 20 churches were read, and their Messengers’ nams@hurch; which petitions were decided in the affirmative. 
enrollod, viz: {yl dth, . Hopewell church granted a letter of dismission. 


® 8th. Brethren to write corresponding letters, viz: P. Parks, to Lost Riv- $38 


ay 
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A 


{6th. Corresponding letters called for, rend and received, and messengers , giti : 

’ r 1s ¢ : Teouived, 2SSen Crs, gition of our vietvs and sentiments i 
ee to ~~ ae viz: a _ ge oe ge J. rng: ‘distinction to others ae ee of tho Biblo, in contrn- 
Burel D.G ahh TM. Eva aT Olipl : Se Viaavill unigan, /#: to:their belief.. We do not for a mania aah Taste te 

“Ve rf ues 
urch, D. Gubbins, J. M. Evans and >, UND rant, to Danville. ‘teed.to every man to worship God ac a: : question the right guaran- 
16th. The next Association to be held at Hebron mecting-house, Monroe science; but we do most solemn! om ie ing to the dictates of his con- 
county, on the second Saturday in August, 1833, and following days. ourname, when they differ wwidel P ‘ against men calling themselves by’ 
at Peg eer od bs eng the next Introductory Sermon, and in cas: trines we beliova to be sien ae tb — bs sentiment, and whose doc- 
. < A s ur i . faye : ch . nother posi , . 

18th, Elder Wm. Dotson to write the next Circular Letter. a ere on ier af pa Ses he a baptism we ge wopeniscited. OF te. 
s : s B COVE of our sins. ‘his doctrine i ms : a 
19th. Three sectional meetings to be held; the first to be at Bethabaray. tendency of Scripture, that we consider —_ is so repugnant to the whole 
e mere naming it sufficient to 


the first Saturday in November, and Brothers T. Oliphant, J. Odle and G& 




































#' show its glaring absurdity < T38 
vot to pe oe nt ane ogi to be oe Creek, on the fourtl}) alone shee from alate Re eno es that the blood of Christ 
Baten ad be boca tes, Valle Wilialesll and Ae MA OT So Ca tet paar. 5 Peierls By Ry A Bs 
oi ae ial third to ap rf b el gk on the sal ak alurday in Maye our salvation docs not depend upon our com fe a subject of it; yet 
and ‘L'. Oliphant, A. Curiton an G. vile to ullene the suinc, ; BI moro than in the performance of an S ying with this ordinanee, any 
20th. Money collected for printing 600 copies of the Minutes of this Aslén the electing love of God i Ch vy other duty devolving upon us; but up- 
i ee of which are to be geen to correspondjng Associations) fiWe live in an age of repoctien mon 4 O ‘ 
. . LOS ; » . - Ti ’ fo) s ys Te WwW 663 thic 
EDA oster to superintend Lie same WM, DO'TSON, Moderator ‘ikea given to bad things, and a little truth ticket ate he wy petal panier 
’ , + Bl more effectually and fatally deceive.’ ‘She very chs . t; ut ge 
“ ecttest ; iy Ba ¥ r oO os 
# Se eiin Wr tate a = want 2 new dictionary to explain chi Pat 
i th erms, which mean anything but wh. Site . 
CIRCULAR LETTER. | emerge, and everything that the present cunien tial ~— 
ile River Association, to the Church asnce, some writers, enforcing the doctrine of universal charity . ure 
t love and salutation: Hy those sentiments which rob Cod of lis divine attributes, the Lol: vin ‘a 
of Pee ions personalities, the Lord Jesus Christ of his cmenaial Dae 
(apa barter the doctrines of the Gospel for a miserable code of trade 
ity, as equally deserving esteem with the “faith once delivered to: 


prior 


W. C. Foster, Clerk, 





The Messengers composing the TPh 
whom they represent, send Christia 


Dear BRETHREN; 


Another year has rolled its annual course, and we still are the subje : : 
of the distinguishing care and tender mercies of the Lord, for which wi.the-saints,’’ for which thousands have suffered loss, and f hicl 
,8 or which martyrs 


desire to bless and praise his holy name, Believe us brethren, we fegg:have shed thei The ees : 
deeply interested . your cottareiall prosperity; thorefore, ns fellow-traql'Jumninted settbneni Wan: ter gn ie hoa been frequently ca- 
elers to the same eternal -home, receive this friendly address from thog§rWere there no clection of men pi as oe in cxnntly the nuroren: 
whose feelings and desires ure the same as yours, attd who deeply symp single individual would be saved. For hone ee oe ee 
thise with you in your sorrows, and anxiously desire your welfare and prog demption may be supposed, it would avail = seein and ample re~ 
perity, both in time and eternity. In addressing you, we will not call yomselves. It appears to us unaccountably stra ony or eh Fey 8 ata 
attention to any particular subject, but so far as our limits will permit, W htion, or particular redemption, should ts tl we that the doctrine of elec- 
design touching on a few subjects which wo believe to be allerperinee Wtoa preacher of the Goxel. ta eae ewe . any way embarassing 
arnestly, not violently, @God that is the rule of duty. The. irenaber ee ee ne will of 

do with the hidden purposes of heaven. He is sent to i the ad 


We are exhorted by the apostle to contend cé 
tidings of salvation to a world that liveth in wickedness; to awaken men to’ 


the faith once delivered to the saints; we therefore highly disapprove 
many of the sentiments of Alexander Campbell, whose writings have h Hi 
Bs ir . 4 
sense of their guilt and danger; to evince that they are living without any 


a tendency to lead the disciples of tlic meek and lowly-Jesus far, very faa: 
from the precepts and example of their divine Master, Tis opposition’ well-grounded hope of forgiveness, and that, dying in such a state, th 
, a state, they 


creeds and confessions of faith has a tendency to sap and undermine tmust inevitably perish. If the law of God is not to be p hed ini 
reached inits spir- 


foundation of the Regular-Baptist Church, to destroy everything like uniffi 


Ntual‘nature and extent, how i j 
pe : ; ; =; 3 , how is the sinner to ‘i . 
of sentiment, and to sow discord and dissension among brethren. He h@démands? For if he is not brought to view are eoaies San 
labored, and with a zeal worthy of a better cause, to propagate the idg@ self in a perishing condi- 


Hion,:he will never see the need i i : ; 

that we rely upon our confession of faith, in contradistinction’ to the Wogfeels his helplessness, will Se ecactaae i oe ae nee 2 
of God; and that, in matters of discipline, we throw aside the latter, a shee? If -men are not sicmen teem, : rone of Heaven for assist- 
adhere to the former. - This is so far from being true, that one of the moggiiey cannot be justified before God erat = Dy the works of the law 
rominent articles of our faith declares that “we believe the Scriptures4#é:for the righteousness which he has piaoiinaly 98 vid, i“ necessity there 
the Old and New Testaments to be of Divine authority, and the only infig hd‘which is revealed as the ground of faith nN hg aon cy J Urpose;" 
. If, however, 


lible rule of faith and practice.” What isa creed? Merely a brief oxy he*preacher be such as need not to be ashamed, the welfare of immortal 
3? ss ; , orta. 
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In nothing will he so much rejoice ns in tho 


bo charitable to on o 
rhe } 1 © another, “ it 
wi ae | ae Re oe senate. Hey he will r, and alth ugh we may diffr upon some minor 


, on of sini j t ‘points here on carth, yeti : a: 

lift wp his voice like a trumpet, and show the people their transgressions, | ‘saints:shall se hive nf ead tec and ral blessedness the * 
‘ried- ‘ . ae ley are k 5 
rie¥-of the celestial city are viewed through a slave darkiys bet a glo: 


and the house of Jacob their sins. He will, as the apostle expresses it, f 
travail in birth, until Christ be formed in them. For this he will ardently} ‘fruition of God, their e 
H , yes shall see the King in His beaut 
y; they shall ex- 


pray, and indefatigably Inbor; and though conscious that neither his zeal@ ult i : we ; 

aiie diligence will, Yr themsclves, a one soul, he is neither remiss : a Ape le ne plac ioe perfections, and stand astonished at tho 
nor cold in the discharge of his work, but anxious that he may be found) joyfully expericnce the he ni dopth of the love of Christ; while the 
faithful unto death; that be may eventually receive a crown of life, in an-§} ‘that they also whom thou ha vole mee -. His own prayer, “Father, I will 
other and a better world. But, brethren, to enable a preacher of the Gos- i may behold my glory wih Wren me, be with ane where I am; that the 
nel to do his duty, we should impart unto him some of the good things with ‘saints is now fre uently interru sal suid oben nee A apt kde 
which Providence has blessed us. Does not the love of God, which isshed enly world it will Pie narentiant pte on always imperfect; but in the heav- 
abroad in the heurt, teach us that those men who have been commixsionod#f @nter tho mansions whi poet an tae and complete; nothing hostile can 
from above should share a small part of our temporal chjoyments, as thept ill bo inexpressible funiantah Sela ip et and glory triumphs, ‘Their joy 
just reward of their labor? See these devoted servants of the cross, in obe-fh of: an everlasting kingdom sae i moe a hey will be the subjects 
dience to their high cominand, going forth through all the sufferings andi be ever with the Lord, in nebo 7 eis he i incorruptible, They will 
fatigues incident to their high vocation, to preach the everlasting Gospel tog whose right hand are cuitigmena. is fulness of joy, and at 


them that dwell on the carth, and then judge if 


souls will be near his heart. 


4 


whether the laws of natureBt {)- 
and of nature’s God do not say that these servants should participate with}. @ 
you of your carnal things. Backbiting and slandering one another ought}! 


carefully to be avoided. ay 








We are fearful that this practice prevails amonghy ; 


us to a considerable extent. Oh! be cautious of speaking evil of yourhs x: MINUTE 7 PTT a ; 
“brethren. It is calculatnd to alienate the affections; it is contrary to the 3 S OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 


; REL oy oD Dy = * e 
express command of God, “Speak evil of no man;’’ therefore, for the Lord’ si? LD AT HEBRON MEETING MOUSE, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA; COMMENCING ON 


sake, and for the sake of suffering Zion, lay aside this abominable practice ¢ : a ‘TILE SECOND SATURDAY IN AuGUsT, L833. * 
The evils attendant on it are incalculable; therefore avoid saying or doing “Ist. tne Introductory Sermon was deliver ; 
# from Ezekiel, 44: 9. ed by Elder John M. Evans, 


anything which is calculated, in the most remote degree, to affect the peacel ?! aL, : 
of Zion, that you may claim and be worthy of that endearing relationgl *¢. Uetters trom Churches read “e? % 
«children of God.” The relation which =e between shurebee and asso — 7 yond Messengers" names enrolled, viz: 
cintions ought to claim a Jittle attention. Let it ever be remembered thal te. 
each and every church, established on Gospel principles, is the highest cof} 
clesiastical authority on earth, and owes no allegiance to any associations 
whatever, any further than they are connected together by mutual agree t 
ment. It is not the association which constitutes the churches, but thee,” 
churches which form the Association; and the latter derives its existenciy=— 
from the former, TTow preposterous, then, nnd we may add, how unscripio 
tural, is the power claimed by some associations to interfere in the privat 
afluirs of ‘churches; to say to one, «do this,” and to,another, “do that,” ungfalt Oreek,.. 
der the high penalty of excommunication. All the power given to an asso ah. 
ciation is simply to discard from their fellowship and union achurch whic ag e hear J. Woolery, J. Todd,.....seeeeeeeees 
departs from the faith and from the principles they mutually agreed upomRichland i ones W. Conley, A. T. Conley,,.....+++ 
J L 4 ,-..]J.B. Vanmeter, H. Stalkup, &. Burchem, J. Hodges}. .|- - 
when they associated themselves together. Here their power stops, and igLittle Mount,|J. Buchanan, James Baldon CHONI a ODES! »*}> 1+ 
they do more, they usurp powers which do not belong to them. ‘Thengt Fv aeienipiameabpaled 
brethren, upon a review of these things, stand fast in the liberty wherewill§p:; inf — ang G. Hook, J. Baker,.....- scoiessoevenoearslcstelecs 
Christ has made you free; being clothed with the armor of righteousnest#Hebron,.....|T. pata et ae Dougherty,....}- « 
that you may be able to stand in the last day; then shall your peace flow sBeach :Creek,|G. Burch, O. Shelton, J. B. ork at renal 
a river, and your rightcousness as the waves of the sea. Contend calml Wlear.Creek,.|J. Nichols, Wm. Scisco, Wm. Smuith,..... pein 


and carnestly for your rights and for the fuith once delivered to the sainty ee ee Maes Doraow, J. Sanders, W. Forrell, W. Bridgos,. 
be not carried ab Y io,..../B. 3. Aunotp, A. Paisly,...c.cecceeneeeeeeecece 


out with new and strange doctrines, let them come fromMt:Vernon, . 
what source they may; and never, oh! never, deviate from the simplicityhih'y:-: - 








Messengers. 





; .|P, Parks, J. James ‘ 

Guthrio's c'ke|J. M. vans, & touat ge woogie enn 

AIndian crock, A. Mitchell, W. M. Laws, J. 1. Myers, Wm. Baker, 5 

A, Mitchell, J. Pace, L. Mitchell, J. Williams 1. 
PLEIN CL ceeacskoniin erriennulens nana wen einer : sa 
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Bete! : 
and faith of the Gospel, in word or deed. Finally, let us ever remember Wes eee 


_ Morning, nine o’clock. 


‘ 
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3d. Elder Jolin M. Fvans chosen Moderator, and Pleasant Parks Clerl] : but now inform them that wo are willing to settle any difficulty that 
has; or may now exist, between this and the Wabash Association, and pro- 


*.. 4th. Ministers of our order invited to seats. We has 
5th. Newly constituted churchd# called for. Mount Vernon presented a}¥ pose to:meet them by a committee from each Association. ‘. 
4%19th, We, as an Association, do not believe in the principles and prac: 


letter by their Messengers, James Davis, Daniel Cummins and Aquillalg4<2 i 
Smith; which messengers and letter were cordially received, and said|g tice of- the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. 
church is attached to the first district. $2 20th. We agrec to alter our rule, and instead of “resolve,” say “we re- 
Oth. Letters from corresponding Associations called for. Received aff’ vest?’ all churches in our Association to insert in their letters that thoy be- 
letter from Lost River Association, but no Messenger. No letter or Mes“ ‘Heve.in the Articles of Iaith of the White River Association, ? ‘ 
sengers from Danville. Je>5821st. Request from Spice Valley, to alter the time of our Association 
7th. Circular letter-called for, read and referred to a committee, viz: Aj answered in the negative. 
Mitchell,. W.'C. Foster, J. M. Evans, D. Brown and P. Parks, to report on 3#:22d, Letters of dismission granted to Samaria and Little Mount churches, 
; #23d, Corresponding lIctters called for, rend and received, Messengers to 


Monday, 
Sth, Th paitwian to write corresponding letters: P. Parks to Lostetiver, andy Danvillo Association, Mlder ‘Thomas Oliphant, R, Carmichaol, J.B. Burch, 
W. C. Foster to Danville Association. ig J-sDavis; to Lost River, elder Wain. Dotson, 16. Cleveland, [. Mitchell and 
9th. Elders ‘thomas Robinson, A. Moss, J. Cofl'y and M. Fairficld, tof R, Mitchicll, 
reach to-morrow, and worship to commence at 10 U’clock. # 124th. The next Association to be held at Guthrie’s Creek mecting-house, 
10th. Took up the charge Spring Creek church brought against the As Jackson county, on the second Saturday in August, 1834. 
nociation for violating, her constitution in scvernl instances, and in particug 26th. Elder Thomas Oliphant to preach the next Introductory Sermon 
lar for resolving that each church.should hereafter insert in her lettor thai din caso of failure, Iulder J. M. Ivans. . 
she believed in the Articles of Faith of the White River Association; andj 26th. 'T’. Oliphant to write the next Circular letter. 
the Association decided that she did not violate her Constitution in that res¢ 27th. Three sectional meetings. At Clear Creek, on the fourth Saturday 
i : ; “May, attended by brethren B. Arnold, J. M. Evans, J. B. Burch and A. 
11th. The Committee of Arrangements consists of the Moderator andj eaisley; at Spice Valley, 4th Saturday in October next, attended by breth- 
' *T. Oliphant, L. Mitchell and J. B. Burch; at Bethlehem, 4th Saturday 


Glerk, A. Mitchell, W. C. Foster and D. Brown. Adjourned to Mondaygiré 
' fin, June next, attended by 'l’. Oliphant, G. Potter, L. Mitchell, E. Cham- 


bers and Br Arnold. ‘ 
13th. The Committee reported a Gircular Letter; read and received. i 28th. Five hundred copies of the Minutes to be printed, fifty to be dis- 
14th. Arrangements called for, read and received. a ributed.to corresponding Associations, and P. Parks to superintend the 

15th. Query from Beaver Creek; Is it right and agrecable to the Gospelgprinting. 
for any church to receive excluded members into their body, without thoyp “IN, B. We inform our brethren and friends of the death of Elder Am- 
are first reconciled to the church from whence they were excluded; or fogbroso Carlton, since our lust Association, ‘ 
any churches in our body to receive any,members from any churches thage™y: JOHN M. EVANS, Moderator, 
are dropped off from our Association,,especially if they are excluded? 
Answer: We believe not, if the churches from whence they were exclu 
ded be orderly in faith and practice. , a 
PDrAn Breriunen: 


16th. -“‘Tho Messengers from the churches of Bethel, Bethlehem andg i 
Bloomington were deprived of their scats, in consequence of their not in Bc Owing to peculiar circumstances, our address on tho prosent occasion 


sorting in their lotters that they believo in the Articles of Faith of thegwill be necessarily brief. ‘I'he signs of the times are such as to call for 


White River Association; and by. a strict adherence to our rules of decoppheé greatest circumspection on our part, as a peculiar. denomination of 


rum, ‘we are brought under the ‘disagrecable necessity of reporting ig hristians. Error and schism appear to prevail amongst us to  consider- 
ie ble extent, we therefore would call your attentton to a few of the prevail- 


Bloomington church the disorderly conduct of W. C. Foster, for not coming J 
gerrors of the day. Numbers have been carried away with the doc- 


to order at the request of the Moderator, and his censorious remarks to than ] 
Association; likewise to Spring Creck church, the disorderly conduct ojrines which have been propagated by Alexander Campbell and his follow- 
Brother Samuel Owens and James Lawrence, in withdrawing from the prs.«: The limits of this letter forbid our entering into detail respecting 


_ sociation without leave; ; oo A pudse' errors. Suffice it to say, his opposition to creeds and confessions of 
* “17th. We withdraw from Unity and Little Union churches, for their dis#faith, in’ our opinion, tends tu Bablum instead of Bibleism; for we cannot 
orderly conduct in uniting with excluded members, and forming themselvemednceive that a body of men or women professing Christianity can long re- 
_ into a new Association within our bounds. Mnain together without some common bond to unite them. But it is object- 
18th. The request of ‘Danville Association, of last year, taken up. Walg dyttyou say you consider the Lord Jesus Christ as your head, then why 
agree to send a friendly letter to Danville Association, and inform her thal offown Him as such, and take His Word as the man of your counsel, end 
through the multiplicity of business we neglected to answer them las ot:be tied down to a mere formulary of faith?” We not only considerthe © 


(pot 


12th. Monday morning, nine o’clock—met pursuant to adjournment. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 
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Lord Jesus as head of Llis Church, and tint He has aright to own implicif "MINUTE TTT = 
obedience, but that His Word contains all necessary directions, both as re hoe 2: hag lies OF THE WHITH RIVER ASSOCIATION, 
spects faith and practice. But inasmuch as many other denominations ob MED AT OUTHRIE $ CREEK MEETING MOUSE, JACKSON COUNTY, INDIANA, COM: 


Christians profess the same, and yet at the same time their doctrinal views@ won i" * ' MENGING ON THE SECOND SATURDAY IN AUGusT, 1834, 
are materially different from. ours, for this reason, (besides many others thalii*s ‘{stkThe Introductory Sermon was delivered by Eld Th idles 
might be offered,) we think it expedient to have confessions of Articles of from’A.cts, 16: 17. y tider 4 homas Oliphant 


Faith, not to bind the consciences of men, but to show to the world oud: 2d." Letters from church - ‘ 
A Z . CE et peter oes es enlled for, re ‘ he 
views of what the’ Bible teaches, in contradistinction to others. Anothot@sgnrojled, "viz; . read, and their Messengers’ names 


would-be reformer has arisen in these last days, to disturb the peace any i 
























































harmony of the churches. We allude to Elder Daniel Parker, and hitgees =TRyr 

celebrated doctrine of the ‘“T'wo Seeds.” his is an old doctrine, longer pat 2188 

nince exploded, but now resuscitated, and brought to life from the graveg UGirirches: | Beis ; ad hel a 

} ye : faa. engers. a5 | bo} a] Bs 
where it has lain for many long ages, and would to Glod it lid, contin toggles; gale |4 
there to moduldor forever. ‘his doctrine is nothing more than rane Antiggnypg! 2 “44 
nomiaum with a new dress; it'leads to licentiousness, and into age | dc a = Slelgia 
the Devil to entice his victims to that region “where the worm ieth nolgpBethabara,....... Pi Parks, Geo. Sevan consomeeaint i ial a 
neither is the fire quenched,” and where the smoke of their torment a RC uthrie’s Creek,..|J. M. Cpyined. Care's. Wonsessaans Weta ah. ih 
cendeth forever. Oh! beware, dear brethren, of being carried with strange si . i. Mitchell, G. Brown, J. D. Myers,.....0..00¢ 14) ‘ : 
doctrines, the mere devices of men. Weare too apt to pin our faith to UugGigal, padadiebatebla i Treats The Cereueaty: J, Mitchell, I Mitchell..}..J..|..| 4 
that, or some other great name, like many in old times. who were divided Spice Walleyinr** A.T. Conley, A Biiller, R. Cott Fal crecantecaraan Bl tah & 

_jn opinion, some for Paul, same for Apollos, and some for Peter; forgettinggePring: Oreek,....]A.Herron, J. MeDonald,....... sit csilaaon sad Iie t/a Se 
that Jesus Christ is the chief corner stone, the author and finisher of ougg —* sevens uf Bland, S. Dougherty,.++s-++.-+++eeseeeee|ss “ol al. 
faith, and the end of the Jaw, for righteousness’ sake, to every one that bé#Beach Greek,.....(J. Berek 5 — -s itaaiscanidiaasiaanad Be 
lieveth. ‘Chen, dear brethren, consult often the oracles of God, prayin Olear*Creek,.....|W. F. Suinco, I Nichols, A.W: Tileis2e,.. cea ahh 
for light and instruction from above, then will ye be steadfast and immoviie — Vernon,...|J. Davis, D. Cummins,.». ri sent “i estilo . 
ble, and not carried away by strange doctrines. . i pie and,.. No letter or Messcngers....+.+++eeeeeee waammes! aden laalan lt 





‘A few words on the score of church discipline, and we are, done. ° x or is 
great deal of the difficulties and distresses of brethren proceed from a ne BR Giy tt 


plect of their duty in this particular. Did we strictly adhere to the comm eq “John M, E 
mand of our Jord and Savior, ox contained in the f8th of Matthew's Gomiteg 7° Mini i <eears chosen Moderator, and Pleasant Parks Clerk. 
pel, many of our distresses would never occur, brethren’s feelings woul path. linisteripg prethren-of our faith and order invited to seats in 


rn 


f ld be avoided. But alag y a te tas 
= be so frequently outra ed, and much enh wou 1c ar ol ; Misa Tvevily constituted churches. Elle Creel é 
or the degeneracy of modern times, backbitings, w risperings-and scandghy 1 Messenge: ‘A urches. « Creek church presented a letter 
of various kinds are frequently propagated by rethren against each othe Relig ts a bie ad, a — and P, Langdon, but was not received, she 
often without cause, frequently. through misconception, ‘and, we fear, som@pe% +80" s of the Lost River Association, and other circumstan- 


times with evil intentions. Let the command of Jesus bo ever prosent i ine : } 
our waives LE thy brother offend thee, go and tell him his fault betwee POth. Letters from corresponding: Associntions called for and recoived.— 


; ‘ A“ letter. from Lost River Associnti 
gan Pa i lve Jnr (80; (OU resal gained thy brother, Scie ile sre tT0) st River Association by the hands of her Messenger, El- 
1 Vler-J. Wilson, S. Howel, 8. R. Meads, C. Mitchell and H. Gomils, wie 


and oh! remember that “he that hateth his brother is in darkness, alpav'? a. ; k.. 
Were*cordially received and invited to seats. 


walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he gocth, because that dare wth, Ci r 
ness hath blinded his eyes;’’ and further, “In this the children of God af ie Circular letter called for, read and received, 5S 
manifest, and the children of the Devil; whosoever doeth not righteot goth. Brother Levi Mitchell appointed to write a corresponding letter to 
‘ness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.” “For this paniiver Asgociation. fs 
the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one si pe eetep ts ‘Wilson, A, Moss 
other.’ Now unto Him that is able to keep you from failing, and to pig ? eran to close, rae 
sent you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy « “eae ie Moderator and Clerk, with T. Otiphant, D. Brown. and G. 
the only divine God and Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and powggy cts appointed a committee to arrange the business far Monday. ° 
both now and ever. Armen. ‘y ath, a ea Monday poser at 9 o'clock. . 
"% Ath, MV rning—met, according to adjour TT 
matecailed for, erapiad ait consi, ng tox  caaanaa Tho ai 
ee Reggeat fein Guthrie’s Creek church, that.we reconsider our act 


ptive 






and S, Howel to preach tomorrow, 






¥ 
ere 
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,of last year, altering our resolution, Wo agree to alter it, and say we ad- 
vise each church in our union to insert in their letter that they believe in 
the articles of faith of the White River Association, and adopt it as one of 
the rules of decorum; and alter our tenth rule, which says “withdraw,” 
and insert in place thereof, “exclude from.” 

14th. Took up the case of Bloomington church. . From a letter purport- 
ing to be from a small minority of said church, we are informed that the 
majority of said church have declared an unfellowship against the Associ- 
ation, and have excluded the minority for contending for said Association 
and her articles of faith. We therefore exclude her from a seat in our 
councils, and advise the minority to join some other church in good stand- 
ing. 
15th. Request from several churches that we print with our minutes the 
Constitution and articles of faith of the White River Association, which 
was agreed to. . 


16th. Request from Hebron church that we insert in our minutes those | 


churches which have rent off from the Association since our last, which was 
agreed to. hey are Beaver Creel and Bethel. 
17th. Request from Indian Creel church that we insert in our minutes 


that we reject the doctrine of Daniel Parker; which was agreed to, so far . 


as relates to the doctrine of the two seeds. 
18th. Request from Spice Valley church and others, that 
time of our Association to the third Saturday in August. Agreed to. 
19th. Request from Beach Creek and.Bethlehem churches, that we talce 
into consideration the difficulty existing between the White River and Wa- 
bash Associations, by a committee of twelve members, at Honey Creek 


church, Vigo county, on the second Saturday in November next, a majori- * 


ty of whom is authorized to act, and if any vacancy should happen, it may 


be filled by the person so falling out of his church, T. Oliphant to write ». 


a letter to the Wabash Association, and J. 3. Burch to bear the same, he 
following to be the Committee: ‘Il’. Oliphant, L. Mitchell, D. Brown, Jas. 


Woodmansee, J. B. Burch, P. Parks, R. Mitchell, S. Dougherty, A. Her- ' § 


ron, R. Collins, J. Davis, J. Nichols, 

20th. Corresponding letter to Lost River read and received, and breth- 
ren Gideon Potter, Richard’ Carmichael, Levi Mitchell, James Davis and 
Robert Mitchell'to bear the sane. 

2ist. The next Association to be held at Clear Creek meeting-house; 
‘Monroe county, tho third Saturday in August, 1835. 

22d. The Introductory Sermon to be preached by Elder Gideon Potter; 
in case of failure, by Elder D. Brown. : ; 

23d. Levi Mitcliell to'write the next Circular. 

Ath. Three sectional meetings. At Salt Creck, the third Saturday and 
‘Sunday in October, attended by brethren R: Hicks, J. B. Burch and T. Oli- 
pans at Indian Creek, the first Saturday and Sunday in October, attended 
‘by brethren T.-Oliphant, G. Potter and L. Mitchell; at Beach Creek, the 
second Saturday and Sunday in May, attended by brethren G, Potter, L. 
Mitchell and T. Oliphant. 

26th. Three hundred and fifty copies of minutes to be printed, twenty- 
five of which for our corresponding Associations; Pleasant Parks to super- 


intend the printing.” ~~ - 5; Bg. 
- JOHN M. EVANS, Moderator. 


Puiyasant Parxs, Clerk. 


we alterthe 


WHITH RIVER ASSOCIATION. 5 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 
Deanty Betoven Breirunen: 

Time has once more rolled its annual round, and permitted us to meet in 
an associated capacity, and to hear of the situation of the different. church- 
es in our. Union, and, according to custom, a circular address will be ex- 
pected, on some subject, which, we think, should be the most suitable ac- 
cording to the signs of the times, to communicato information and diffuse 
spiritual knowledge among the churches. In general, dear brethren, we 
think the day in which we live calls for a particular circumspection on our’ 
part, to guard against and ward off the prevailing errors of the day;.seeing 
there are so many new things afloat in our world, which are contrary to 
‘+ the doctrine we have learned of Christ, both directly and indirectly; for 
which purposo we wish, at this time, to call your attention to the divinity 
of Christ; in as concise a manner as we can, or expression will admit, to 
refute the prevailing error of the day, which we think to be near of kin to 
Arianism, though in another dress, by which its influence may gain the 
more proselytes, and spread its baneful deception in our world. 

‘In the first book of Moses Gen., i: 1, we hear that in the beginning God 
cronted the heavens and the carth. All, except Atheists, belicve that it 
was the Almighty God who created all things. John i: 2, 3, 10, 14, we 
learn that it was the word that was made flesh who.made all things,: and 
this word was God; and again, this is the true God*and- eternal life—Ist 
B. John, v: 20. If Christ is nothing more than vicar or deputy of the Al- 
bs mighty God, then he is not the true God, for it is ndmitted by all that noth- 
B.. ing less than Almighty will constitute the truc God; the Son is the bright- 
BS .:ness of his glory and the express image of his person, and upholding all 
# : things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, 
\.. sat.down on the right hand of the majesty on high—Heb., 1: 3. If the 
4% above words are not explicit enough, hear the Son on that subject: Have I 
®* been so long with you, and yet thou hast not known me, Philip; he that 
®.- hath.scen mo hath seen the Father—John, xiv: 9. Christ repelled the 
“: Devil in words regarding His proper divinity—Matt.,iv: 7,10. Satan him- 
° ¥ self is sound in this article of faith—James, ii: 19; he believes and trem-,. 
m. bles; not before one great God and two little ones. No,so great is the force 
®*- of:this truth, that the Devil, or father of lies, and his former children, ad- 
44 mit the Son to bo equal with tho Father, on the proviso that ho is the Son 
Es! of: God—Matt., viii: 20, 21, and iv: 3; John, v: 18, ‘The Almighty God 
i, made all things, and we have seen that all things were made by the Son; 
i: the Almighty quickens dead sinners. Ephesians, i: 17, 18, 19; 1i: 4, 5, 10, 
f° So doth the son—John v: 21, 25; xi: 26. The Almighty is everywhere, so 
mA3! is the Son—Matt. xviii: 20; Rev., i: 13 to 19, and iil: 20. The Almighty 
as” searcheth the hearts, so doth the Son—Rev., ii: 18, 2, 3; John, li: 24, 25. 
M<! The Almighty is the only Potentate; this potency is manifest in the Son— 

ise Ist Tim., vi: 14, 15; Rev., xix, 11 to theend. John xii: 16, the Father ex- - 

ei istéd from everlasting; so did the Son—Prov., viii: 23, 30; Mich., v:.2; 
-Heb.,-xiii: 8: At the resurrection of the dead, from the first-born of 
m™:.* Adam’s race to the last dead, those in their graves and in the sea, millions 
sof whom havo long sinco gono to dust. It will requiro: the exertion of ‘in- 
fi finite wisdom to find them, and almighty power to raise them, and this will 
4: be.the work of the Son—John, v:, 28, 29; vi: 39,40, 44; Phil., iii: 20, 21; 

“det Thess. iv: 16, The judge of all the earth is the Almighty God; the 
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judgment of all the earth will be excented by the Son—M cxvi 2 

the end; Jude xiv: 16; Rev., xx: 11 to the a Record mee ah 
in one bear in‘heaven differs from the record which Unitarians bear on 
earth. . The father admits the ‘son his equal in’saying, awake: O! sword 
against my shepherd and against the man that ‘is my fellow, saith the Lord 
of hosts. —Zach. 13, 7. Christ, who being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to equal With’ God, but made himaelf of no reputation and ele upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the lileeness of man. Lf Christ, 


by his assumption, took upon him the form of a servant, which i ity? 
he did, by becoming man, twhy’in being by ‘nature in the format Gal 


he not truly God? -He could not have been in the likeness of men truly, 


unless he were God, and the command on the angels to worship Him would’ 


have urged them on to idolatry unless he hud been the Almighty. We digs 
cover no subordination in the son, but what was voluntary, | Ho became 
poor for our sukes, and he prays for the glory which he before had, and now 
being seated in the throtie of the Almighty, let us hear him; behold he 
comes with clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him, and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him, even se ninei 
—Lam the Alpha and Omegau—the beginning and the ending ‘saith the f ay 
which is, and which was and which is to come, the Almighty—Rev "7 8: 
Then can he be inferior to the father? We think nots But hear agains 
‘But unto the son he saith thy throne O God which is forever and ever “1 
scepter of righteousness isthe scepter of thy kingdom, thou hast loved righte- 
ousness and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God hath siislisied (ea 


with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.—Heb, 118. ‘9, 10} and thou L ; 
in the beginning hast laid the foundations of the earth and the heavena — 
Surely he must be superior to all the-little Gods “ 


the work of thy hands.’ 
ever.read of. -Thomas saith my Lord and my God. Paul saith to us there 
is but one God; truly then,saith he. by the mouth of the Prophet Isaiah 
60: 16, ‘I am thy Savior and Redeemer, nnd yet itis snid Jesus will sav 

his people from their sins, but this mystery of God manifest in the flesh 
has divided and confused the Christian world for ages past, and yet it ison 
the-truth therein contained depends the Christian hope, for were he not the 
almighty God he never would have ‘been able to quiet an infinite law to 
control a ia gr dana and save an.obstinate people from’théir sins; thug 
may wo with joy’go on and hope that we will see him face’to ‘fnee cH hig 
kingdom, as 10d ‘our creator, preserver, redecmer'and savior, the triune in 
office, yet ono in essence; to whom the glory now and forever by all that 


love and fear God—Amen. 


*y. 


MINUTES OF ‘THE ‘WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION,” |:: 
NELD AT CLEAR CREEK MEETING nousr, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA; COMMENCING 
ON THE THIRD SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 1835. 


Ast. The Introdiactory "Sermon, was’ delivered by Elder-Thomas Vando- 


veer from 2d chapter and 44th verse of Daniel. 


bs: 
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Jd. Letters from Churches read, and Messengers’ names curolled, vizi 
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Bethabara, ..|P. Parks, J. Jameson, L. Nunnally, N. Osburn,.. 
Guthrie’s c’k,|J. Cone, W. Owens. A. Dodds,...-.-++sreeseereles 
Indian creek,|I?. Mitchell J.D. Myers,..eee-see SiarerveveKomunainies 


Salt Creck,..|.--+ ve Rae CONERwE pera aans sss cota sacintenonbiiennae Skesao . 
Rob’t Hicks, J. Woolery, J. Toddy..cceeeecceae ales | 3\-. 2..| 
i. Olavoland, Tl, Viennkvenn, A. Oouloy, A. Millor}] 91.6]. H 
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Gilgal,...... 
Bed Valloy, 

ichland,... 
Spring crook,JA. Herron, J, McDowell siisecterssererereeeers 
Yethlehem,. .|W. Bland, S, Dougherty, DL... Calvert, o.0i00n0 aos . 
Hebron,....- T. Ourpnant, J: Davies, J. East, JR. Carmichael... 
Beach :Creek,|G. Burch, C. Shelton, J . B. Burch, S. Stono,....+-- 
Olear Oreck,.|Wm. F. Scisco, A. Walden,...:.iss--+++ RAAT oO ad (ak 
Smyrna, ... |}. Ohnmbora, M. Parks, I. Vi MAI, . eee eee ede epee te’ 
Mt. Vernon, .|J. Davis,A. Smith)... ..0.eeeeeeeeeeeceeeee cree eles 








‘ a eC ice Woo, 
4 '3d. Elder Thomas Oliphant, chosen’ moderator, and Pleasant Parks, 


% f 
‘Bize Clerik. ; no 

f° 14th. ‘Two letlers being received from Salt Creek Church, each claiming 
*, the Constitution, both parties were rejected seats. 
&'s “5th, Ministering brethren of our faith and order invited to seats. 


3, -Gth. Newly constituted Churches called for. 


Bey r 
vv; «sengers from Smyrna Church, which were received, and their messengers’ 
f g 


] namds onrolled as axhibited in the table. 
A 'Tth., Corresponding letters were culled for, Ieceived a letter froin Lost 
% River Association by the hand of Brethren John Johnston, Jonathan Stout, 
, ahd Flarrison Cornwell; who were cordially invited to scats. 


to méet a similar committce of the Wabash Association which was read, 
‘nmeridod and received as follows : ; 
¢, «We, your committee, chosen at our last Association, fur Uie purpose of, 
F scttling the long-cxisting diflicultics between us and the Wabash Associa- 
* tYon, ask leave to ; 
a REPORT, 
“id - ‘That on Saturday, the 8th of November, 1834, Elder Thomas Oliphant; 
«John Nichols, Solomon Stone, Samucl Dougherty, from White River Assod- 
“ciation; with Nicholas S. Smith, Richard M. Newport, T. Young, B. True- 
‘blood, J; Thompson, N. Moss, A. Straggs, J. Bennett, J. Highsmith, J. 
Clark, A. Bennett, from the Wabash Association, procceded to organize 
* ‘by appointing Elder T. Oliphant, Moderator, and R. M. Newport, lerk ; 


oo Meme fw ed F 4 ” . . ° . . 
Alien invited J. W. Dennian of Ecl River Association, to a scat with us in 
Council; and then'proéceeded to nttend to the nbove difliculty. After ma- 

to exist as difficul- 


+ ‘ture deliberation on the subject, we find the following 
‘ ‘ties*betweeni tiem: =~ et , cS 
Ist: On the part of ‘White River, we view she did wrong in dropping 


1A. v 


Received a letter and mes: ° 


*.' ‘8th. Report called for from the committee of last Association appointed" 


o = 





» morrow. 
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her correspondence with Wabash, on'tho grounds sho did; and by so do- 
ing and opening a correspondence with the Union Association, she actual- 
ly supported Union in her disorder ; and whether designed or undesigned 
her conduct strongly supported the mission system. 


2d. The White River did a in 1825 in stating in her minutes the. 
ence with the Wabash Association, by * 


cause why she dropped correspon 
refusing to use the langungo in the Wabash lotter and minutos, though ro- 
peatedly urged to do so; but instead thereof, used other language which 
conveyed an idea contrary to matter of fact. ¢ 

3d. On the part of the Wabash. Association, we view. she did wrong 
and spoke too severely-in her circular letter of 1832. In speaking of the 
White River Association, she says: “It was such as to'constitute a known, 
designed, and wicked fulschood,” &c. ‘This langungo, it appears would 
apply in its full force to individuals who were present and. took tho lead 


in business; but tho Wabash Association cortainly did wrong to apply it 


to White River Association collectively and without qualification. ' 

When it ap ears to be a fact, that a number of the members then pres- 
ent were deeply impressed with the wrong the Association was going into 
and strove hard to prevent it, but wero pressed down by a majority, many 
of whom were laboring under a fatal but honest mistake, into which they 
were led by designing individuals who were present and took the lead in 
business. Now, as it appears that the White River Association has drop- 
ped her correspondence with the Union Association, and relieved herself 
of her disorder in that respect, we view when this report is received and 
mutually accepted by the two Associations, the cause of difficulty and dis- 
union between them is removed, and the correspondence may with honor 


to the cause of truth be renewed, and Christian union and fellowship, so 


dear to the hearts of Christians, be again reciprocated. : 
Humbly submitted. 
THOMAS 
G. i. Woeemun. tak. OLIPHANT, Moderator, 


9th. Received a friendly letter by the hands of Elders N. S. Smith, N. 


’ Moss and R. M. Newport, a part of the Wabash Association, who were 


aa om Baty and invited to seats. 
th. er T. Vandeveer to write a letter to Lost River Association. 

11th. Elder R. M. Newport, T. Robinson, N. S. Smith, to preach to- 
I’. Vandeveer to close worship, which commences at 10 0’clock, 
12th. Moderator and Clork, with T. Vandevcer, J. Cole, and A. 'T. Con 
ley, appointed a committee of arrangements. 

13th, Adjourned till Monday morning, 9 o’clock. 

14th. Monday-morning, met according to adjournment. 

15th. We agree to amend the tenth rule of decorum so as to read as fol- 
lows: “This Associution shall be considered an advisory council only, to 
give churches: all necessary advice in cases of difficulty, and where church- 
es split and each party claims the constitution, may appoint or advise a 
certain number of churches to appoint a committee to examine into their 
situation, and make report thereof to the next Association,”’ &c. 
. 16th. Arrangements called for, read and received. 


17th. We agree to open acorrespondence with the Wabash:Association;__ 


Brother T. Oliphant to write a letter, and Brethren T. Oliphant, J.-B. 
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on requests each church in the Association to appoint two disinterest- 
© 
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uch, Vanmeter, Bland, Davis, Jameson, and R. Carmichael bear the 
me. - 

85 .,18th. Query from Spice Valley, 
“was. constitutionally rejected. ‘ 
.%:19th. Request from Guthrie’s Creck and Spice Valley churches, pray- 
‘ing, tho Association to adopt uniform rules of decorum throughout the As- 
sociation. We appoint Brethren ‘I’. Oliphant, ‘I’. Vandeveer, S. Dougher- 


It not being debated in the church, 





"pity IES Chambers, J. Cole, and A. Carmichael, a committee for that .pur- 
f. ‘pose, and advise the adoption of them by the churches throughout.the As- 


sgciation. 
20th. Request from Bethlehem and Beach Creek churches, taken up 
andtagreod to ns follows: We, as an advisory Council, disapprove of tho 






i Baptist. Board of Foreign and Domestic Missions, and all socicties of the 


ypregent day called benevolent institutions, but believe in that charity 
“hich the Gospel recommends to the followers of Christ. : 
«21. Took up the case of Salt Creek church. The Association advises 


d ‘members of their body, to meet ut Salt Creek meeting house, on Thurs- 


“day before the fourth Saturday in September, then and there to meet the 


‘$ brethren of-said church, where both parties are requested to attend and 
pe: lay all their grievances, with their records and testimony, before them, and 


; after-a fair investigation, shall decide; which decision shall be final; and 
tthey shal] make a report theréof to the next Association. 

* 92d, ‘Request from Clear Creck, to.alter the time of our Association to 
the“second Saturday in August. Answered in the negative. ea 
- 23d.,P. Parks writes the next Circular Letter. a 5 
“24th. Elder. E. {Chambers, to preach the next Introductory Sermon;‘in 
mcase of failure, T. Oliphant. 

%26th The noxt Association to bo held at Spice Valley mecting house, 
‘Lawrence county, on the third Saturday in August, 1836, cominencing at 
10.0’clock, A. M. : 
426th. ‘Corresponding Letter to Lost River Association; read, and Breth- 
ren J. B. Birch, J. Woolery, and P. Parks to bear the same. 

“27th. We agree to send a letter and messengers to Danville Association 





4 »~brethren' T. Vandovecr, J. Davis; F. V. Hall, to bear the same. T. 
, Vandeveer to write a letter. 


28th.-Sectional meetings, first at Bethabara on the first Saturday in 
eptember, attended by Brethren J. Cole, J. B. Burch, T. Oliphant; Smyr 
’a church, attached to the second district, and ‘sectional meeting to com- 
inence: there the first Saturday in May, attended by T. Vandeveer, R. 
Hicks, T. Oliphant; third at Richland, the first Saturday in June; attend- 
sby.T. Oliphant, T. Vandeveer,.and E, Chambers. 

th. Print 500 copies of Minutes—distribute 25 to each correspondin 
jociation——the balance distribute according to the money paid in, an 
he-brother:Clerk superintend the. printing. “a 
480th. It becomes our painful duty to announce the death of our beloved 
brother, Elder Dickson Brown, since our last Association. After a friend- 


ly interview, adjourued ‘in peace. = - 
dan® 3 ; THOMAS OLIPHANT, Moderator. 


Puiasant Pakxa Clerk. 
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66 MINUTES OF THE Be: 
y. 4 - . . 

MINUTES OF UIE WILDE RIVE SOC AI bea 10th, Elder Jonathan Jones, Nicholas S. Smith, and T. N. Robinson, to 
rf PHI WHILE RIVER ASSOCIATION, . . react to-morrow, and J. Wilson to close. Worship to commence ;at 10 


ee AT SPICE VALLEY MEETING MOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, ON THE THIRD A y-p,clock, A.M. 


® 1 a! SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 1836. — , . ‘h.-?11th, Two letters being received from Spice Valley church, each claim- 
st. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder Thomas Olipl ing to be the church, both were refused seats. ‘ : 
from 2d Timothy, 2: 19. ee onal ee ‘ Ps B21 2th, The Moderator and Clerk, with J. Cole, appointed a committer of 


* “arrangemcuts. 
©. 13th, Adjourued till Monday morning, 9 o'clock, 
.*.. 14th, Monday morning, 9 o’clock. ‘I'he Association met according to 
* appointment. oe 
15th, ‘The arrangement of business called for, read and received: ” 
16th, Took up the case of the difficulty with Spice Valley church. In 


; ‘ 
2d. Letters from the follawing: churches wero read, and their Messen 
gers’ names enrolled, as follows: : 

























































Churches,’ ‘ Messengors, 
: which ense wo advise ench church in the Association to appointétwo of 
 ¥ thoir members to attend at Spice Valley church, on Friday before tho fourth 
| ee t — Saturday in September next, and inquire into the standing’ of said church, 
cs seesay'soe x Debari* Parks, J. Jameson,.......]-- oe. a -s» and make 4 téport thereof to the next Association, which shall be final. 
ludian Oresk,,.........18. Mitchell, Ht Wendy, ew aon Ady Gg 17th, Took up the request from Clear Creek and Smyrna churches, to 
Gilgal, -..s.ee eee teee[ RR. Hiexs, J. Woolery, +. Fodd, J. H. Gort|,.|..| 2 "| 44" altet the time of our Association to the second Saturday in August. An- 
euls Ck 2 ancpaiite pees |. Lorven, J, Pace, Jno. Potler,,..,..... Sg ‘ awered in the negative. on “ aa 
Shoring Creek, niet wor i i ee seve geeelecfedefedefef o. off . 18th. The next Association to be held ut Beech Creek meeting house, 
or Alneemeenines so op Ne ecpapeenienl FIERA Recs pommel me ea ae aan di 
Hebron, ........ eeicsonie T. Oxiruant, W. Carter, J. Davis,.......].. oa B® ‘o'clock, A.M. ; . 
Beach Oreek,........... J. B. Buncn, 0. Shelton, S. Stone,.......|.. 3 hee =. 19th. Elder Gideon Potter writes the next Circular. 
moll sana apenrrnnes Rs amas W. Chandler. R. Guy, ... cad “e0th. Elder Gideon Potter to preach the next Introductory Sermon. In 
"Richland,............., AIRES <OYiSs sapere tes | eof er Be’ .case of failure, Elder R. Llicks. LBA Sy , 
~Smyrna,............-., .V. Hall : a yr) eee ee Hi |. 2ist. We agree to open a correspondence with Blue River and Eel Riv- . 
' “Prairie Creek, sanaccsphea tou birelonl ales @: er Associations, and J. B. Burch, S. Stone, H. Stalcup, and Wm.: Bland, ° 


#, are-appointed corresponding messengers to Kel River; J. Davis, H. Woo- 
-’ dyand R. Mitchell to Blue River; Elders R. Hicks, G. Potter and’ J. 
+ Pace, P. Parks, J, Woolery, J. T. Hannah, and-I. Jameson, to Lost River; 
Elder ‘I’. Oliphant, J, Potter, Ino Davis, and J, Nichols, to Danville; J. B. 
; Burch, O. Shelton, H. Stalcup, and ‘I’. Oliphant, to Wabash. 

B'%¢ 92d. Sectional meetings. In the first District, at Gilgal the second Sat- 
wurday ‘in June, attended by T. Oliphant, J. B. Burch, G. Potter, and R. 
‘Mitchell; second district, at Clear Creek on the fourth Saturday of May, 
attended by G. Potter, J. B. Burch, R. Hicks, and R. Mitchell; third, at 
Andian Creck on the Second Saturday of April, attended by J.B. Burch, 
R. Hicks, and 'I'. Oliphant. ; 
‘@ 23d. Five hundred copics of the Minutes to be printed, fifty to be dis- 
tributed to corresponding Associations, and P. Parks to superintend the 


THOMAS OLIPHANT, Moderator. 


te 


bi 


3d, Elder Thomas Isliphant chosen Moderator, nnd Pleasant Parles 
Clerk. , 
4th. The report of the commitice appointed by the churches, at,the re-" 
ae of the Association of last year,’ to examine into the standing of Salt « 
reek church;.make the following report: That, after mature deliberation, ¢ 
we do believe that a majority of said church is properly the church in or- 
der. Which report was received, it <}. 
6th. Ministering brethren of our faith and order invited to seats..“' 4 
Gth. Nowly constituted churchos called for. Reccived a letter and mes- ‘t 
sengers from Prairie Creek, which was received and their messengers’ 
names enrolled as appears.in the table, which was attached to the third ,& 
district. 1s ; 1 = 
7th. Corresponding.Letters'called for. Received. a letter and messen: 
* gers from Lost River Association, by the hands of Elders J.. Wilson, J. 
ones, 8S. Applegate; and Brethren J. Stout; H. Cornwell, L. Curby, and:J, : 
Vandeveer; from DanVille, by Elders J. W. Thomas, .T.-N.-Robinson, “iB 
and J. Durham; also,'from the Wabash, by Elders N. 8. Smith, N,-Moss,. ¥ 
B. Trueblood; who were cordiuly received and invited tp septs. 
8th. Circular Letter called for, read and received, . ; 
___ 9th. Brethren appointed: to write corresponding letters: J, B. Burch to 
Lost River; Josigh Baker to the Wabash; and John Davis to -Danville 


— = #5 





CIRCULAR LETTER. 

Dear Breruren: 

We shall call your attention at present, to the subject of Brotherly 

ove, becauso jt is full of mercy and good fruits, which is entirely contra- 
%-iry to human nature. Brotherly love begets in its possessor, love to his 

Ngé:.“ neighbor, love to the saints of God, prompting us to every act of kindness 

i4,towards them. It flows from God, and:descends to all mankind. © Yea, we 


Associations. 3 
4 





8 MINUTES OF TUE 
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are required hy the hijchest authority to love even our enemies, not so ash. . 

to countenanee them in their evil actions, but to forgive the injuries dont. ininds to a double diligence; let love be without dissimulation; abhor that 

tous. Love to mankind ought to be particularly cultivated; for it is the'f ‘hich is evil; cleave to that which is good; being rooted and grounded in 
love} ‘it maketh us able to comprehend with all saints, the love of Christ, 


commandment of our blessed Savior, that ye love one another, because it § 
1s creative of lively and pleasing sensations, and prevents a thousand evils) § which ‘passeth all knowledge. If a man say he loves God and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for he that loves not his brother whom he hath seen, 


and is the greatest of ali graces. Now abideth faith, hope, and charity; | 
‘hoy can be love his Cloud who he hath wot seen. Tet brotherly love con- 


Tit the prentest of these is charity. Ttanswers the end of the Jaw, and § 
resembles the inhabitants of a better world; and without this love being § tinue; if these things bo in you and abound, they make you that are nei- 
ther barren or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But 


implanted in the soul by fhe agency of the Divine Spirit, all other at-'F 
tainments, knowledge or acquirement, availeth nothing. 'This love should ¥ Kie‘that lacketh these things is blind and cannot sce afar off, and hath for- 


gotten that he was purged from his old sins. 
__Einally, brethren, imitate every perfection of [im who is the brightness 
of his father's glory, and the express mayo of his person, and then you 
will beenabled to improve your Christian love to such advantage that God 
will be glorified, his church edified, the world Lenelitted, and your immor- 
tal'felicity secured. May the Iloly Spirit qualify and enable us all to live 
and dic, such wise, faithful, and exemplary Christians, is the prayer of 
yours, in the Lord, Amen. 


show itself in praying for one another, praying always with all prayer: § 
and supplication in the spirit, and watching therewito ‘with all persever- § 
ance and supplication for all saints, We ute to bear one andther's bute 
dens, by assisting and relieving each other. . Bear ye one another's bub‘ 
dens, and so fulGll the luv of Christ. . We are to reprove nud admonish ff 
each other in the spirit of metkness, forbearing and forgiving one another. § 
If any man have 4 quarrel against any, even as Christ forgave you, so also'B 
do ye. Again: Weare to establish cach other in the trut 1, by conversa:: 
tion and exhortation—stirring: our brethren up in their religious duties, 
both public and private. ..l'his love and chatity is called the bond of per- +o 
fectness, without which a profession of religion is kut an empty sound— ; 17; ‘ 
; und— F TES OF THE WHITE SR ASSOCIATION 
a name without the substance. But when we are actuated by a spirit or § MINUTES OF THE WHILE RIVER é5s00 : 
principle of brotherly love, under the influence ‘of the Holy Spirit, the. 2". weep at pexctt crEEK MEETING HOUSE, GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA; COMMENCING 
Union and communion with one another becomes delightful. Behold how: ON THE THIRD SATURDAY IN auGuUST, 1837. a *° 
good and: how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity and! Ee? Ist. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder Gides Potter, 
love. This love edifieth, it naketh increase of the body unto the edifying & fin lat Jol. 14 2 “eating 
. ° eek ou a Bin ’ é * me At ’ . ° fs . = 
~ pet ta lave ie aes ee oe — breastplate’ »*. Qd. Letters from the fallogring churches were read, and their messen 
i B ¢ : lene ia ; ‘ gers’ names enrolled, as follows: ” 
Brethren, may we not say these are perilous times?’ The truth appears |B Bk. : 































to be attacked in front and fear, and on either'side. Error is crying lol zis § 

Hiere, and dof theres Whilst numbers of owr eONntry men are follow ings it ies FAL 

to ruin and death. Yea, Jamentable to tell, that some of our own, by pro-| Messengers. SIZ /218] |. 
fession, ate following in the train. Does not this prove the necessity off rf ad 3 ech 
brotherly love being put in practice? Docs it not say, be more careful in| Nee. Silzlalg 3 S 

receiving members? Does it not admonish us not to receive to doubtful Bee ee a are oe a MR a ae esd 
Wisputation? But we should examine for the Lord. There should first lo: Sd bed fe 
evidence of grace in the heart. ‘Ihe design of the whole system of grace, | P on 47] os} a} ayy 4 
as revealed in the Scriptures, and of all the doctrines, duties, and ordi. then ie Lae fee eee a oll Val 9 
nanées of thé gospel, is lo beget and to promote in the hiwnan heart, love Me ch hea Perce, 1 tee 0 Bae Mealuel sl 4b 
to God, and Jove to man. Upon these to things hang the whole law and.{iBy Spring Creek,....|A. Herron, J. MecDowel, J. Pierce, W. M. Laws,|.. : veJesfeates 12 
the prophets. This divine principle of love, which is so essential in the f**:Bethlehem, ...,..|W. Bland, J. Dougherty, M. Calvert, M.M’Cullo’| 1! 3}. . a 


Christian character, dons not, when rightly directed, waste or expand it- 


: = 4 on , ! y: eee (J. B. Buren, J. Collins, C. Shelton, G. Burch,..!.. * 
self in mere emotion or feeling ; but it is seen and felt to opetate in keep-] ‘erent a Michels, Wns. Ghaniler,d. Baker..co.c< nal joe] Aedes " 
ing the commandments of God, and doing good to man. Faith is the ee rae, 


channel through which the divine. testimony, concerning pardon through i sammy he tl 4 oe ae te panceas 


the hlood of the Lamb, is conveyed to the understanding and operates up: |i ty 
om the heart; and by which the golden chain of Jove binds the soul to Clod i 
and to Heaven. Cod will have proof of our Jove in our obedience. This | 
isthe love of God. The natural exposition is, that we keep his command- 
ments; for his commandments are not grievous or burdensome—Ist Johny 
*: 3. Therefore, let a due consideration of these things stir up your pure | 


4 . in 
: H 


Hebron, .,.......(T* Oxiruant, Wm. Carter, J. East, H. Hall, ....|- aibece : 
1 


Mount Vernon,...|No letter or Messengers..........++0+ er rr | ‘ 
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4th. Ministering brethren of our faith and order Invited to seats in 
council. 

5th. The report of the committee appointed to examine into the situation 
of Spice Valley church called for, read and received, as follows: We, the 
committee, met at epics Valley meeting house, on Friday before the fourth 
Saturday in September, and organized by appointing Elder Robert Licks 
Moderator, and Pleasant Parks Clerk; and then made a full examination 


of the whole matter concerning the split in said church; and we are sorry. 


to say, we believe both parties to be in disorder, and recommend that the 
Association reject both seats in council, until they relieve themselves of 
said disorder. Which report was received by the Association. 

Oth. Newly constituted churches culled for, Received a letter and 
messengers from Bethel church, and their messengers’ names enrolled, as 
will appear in the table, and they invited to seats. 

7th. Corresponding’letters called for, Received one from Danville As- 
sociation, by the hand of Elder J. Case; one from Lost River, by the hands 
of Elders J. Jones and M. W. Sellers, and Brethren ET. Cornwell and J, 
Freed; one from Blue River, by Ilder 1. Ratcliff; one from el River, by 
Elder Benjamin Parks. Reccived neither letter nor messenger from Wa- 
bash Association. 

8th. Circular Letter called for,-read and received. 

9th. Brethren appointed to write Corresponding Letters: To Ecl River 
Associati G. Potter; to Danville, ‘I’. N. Robinson; to Lost River, J. D, 
Myers ;. te#Blue River, J. Potter; to Wabash, J. B. Burch. 

‘10th. To’occupy the stand on Sunday: Elders J. Jones, A. Moss, J. 
Case. M. W. Sellers to close. Worship to commenceat 10 o’clock. 

llth. The Moderator and Clerk, and T. N. Robinson to arrange busi- 
ness for Monday. 

12th. Adjourned until Mondny morning, 10 o'clock. 

_ 18th. Monday morning, 10 o'clock. ‘Ihe Association met according to 
<dappointment. ‘The arrangement called for, read and received. 
~ 14th. Took up a request from the minority of Salt Creek Church, 
praying the Association to reconsider their case, and grant them a new 
earing, or advise some means whereby they could effect a reconciliation, 
and get baci into the union. We, as an Association, advise them to en- 
deavor to give satisfaction to Salt Creek church, and obtain fellowship from . 
whence they were excluded. 
15th. ‘Took up the request from the minority of Spice Valley church, 
praying the Association to take their case into consideration, informing 
them that they submit to the decision of the committee, and strictly ad- 
here to the articles of faith, and desiro to live in her union. The Asso- 
ciation therefore advise them to make application to at least five churches, 
-to send members to inquire:into their situation, and give them such advice 
vas they think best. : 

16th. Took up the request from Guthrie’s Creek, for the Association to 
alter her tenth rule of decorum, which was answered in the negative. 

17th. Messengers to bear corresponding letters: ‘To Lost River associa- 
tion, Elder J. B. Burch, M: Calvert; to Eel River, Brethren F. V. Hall, 
L. Walden; to Wabash, J. B. Vanmeter, S. McBride, H. Stalcup,. E. 
Birchum; to Blue River, J. B. Burch, M. Calvert; to Danville, J. Nichols, 
F. V. Hall, T. Oliphant, William Carter. e ‘ 
















‘day of August, 1838, at 11 o’clock. 


‘s+ fore, dear brethren, 


". Though God is not brought under any obligations by us, 
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. 
18th. ‘Ihe next Association to be held at Bethabara meeting house, four 


miles East of Bedfurd, Lawrence county, commencing on the third Satur- 


19th. Elder J. B. Burch is to preach the Introductory Sermon. In cass 
of failure, T. N. Robinson. 

20th. ‘I’. N. Robinson to write the next Cireular Lettor. 

Q1st. Sectional mectings: At Smyrna, to commence on the first Satur- 
day of May, attended by T. Oliphant, G. Potter, J. B. Burch ; at gern 
Creek, the second Saturday in May, attended by T. N. Robinson, : - " 
ter,’J. B. Burch ; at Hebron, the third Saturday in October, attended by 
E. Chambers, ‘I’. N. Robinson, M. W. Laws. 

Q2d. ‘he Clerk to superintend the printing : i 
500 copies printed ; distribute 25 copies to each corresponding ol 
tion; distribute the balance according to the money paid;in. A balance 
of four dollars remains in the hands of the Clerk, of ‘last year’s-appropria- 
tion, which he is to retain for his services. After a friendly interview, ad- 
journed in pence. 


of the Minutes, and havo 


TWLOMAS OLIPIIANT, Modorator. 
Preasant Panxs, Clerk. 


CIRCULAR LETTER, tf 

EARLY BeLvovep BRreruren: ; i 
Peve hall call your attention this year to the subject of Comic, 
Saints, which may be considered in two or three respects. Ist."7We olten 
commune with our own hearts, while in secret, _ 2d. We hold sweet com- 
munion with God our Savior, as Christians did in ancient days, a as 
Abraham ; and Jacob also felt this communion, with a stone for his pillow; 
with a number of others too tedious to mention In this address. 

But what wo most generally understand by the term communion, 18, te 
administration of the Lord’s Supper, the terms of which we shall consid-— 
er, ‘Iwo things we think necessary previous to a person coming to _ “ 
Lord’s table: Ist, being born of the Spirit of God ; ‘and 2dly, ma y 
immersion; which is so beautifully set forth in the Word of Go . if 
being born of the Spirit, they become. subjects of Christ’s oe agi an 
havo the privilege of all the immunities of the church of God, 1ero- 
it is not only our privilege, but also our duty, to meet 
around the table, and there manifest our faith and confidence a our Lord 
and Savior, as it appears it isa sacred institution of Christ, Me i 
petuated by his disciples and apostles. And is it not to be feared tha . 
igon account of theneglect of this, as well as other duties, on venees 
hear of so much coldness and barrenness amongst the gon 6 
we can do, yet he has promised to bless his ee in Sais gain 
says, if you know these things, happy are ye if ye do t ao ; A 
dear brethren, let us live up to our duty. That we believe in nag an 
that we also believe in his second coming ; for the Apostles a te bs 
often as ye cat this bread and drink this cup, yo do show forth t = ord’s 
death until he come—Ist Corinthians, x1: 93. But, brethren, when,our 





Communion comes on, which is not more than once or twice @ year, we see 
*” a great many refuse to partake of the elements, 


which appears to bespeak 
something to spectators contrary: to what they profess to believe in,-. We 
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may feel unworthy; and truly, of ourselves, we are; but if Christ hath 
made us worthy, by making his righteousness ours, then Ict us not be 
ashamed to own hin, by follawitke lus @xamples and commands. Dear 
brethren, we do nut tell you these things because you do not know them, 
but because you do, and to stir up your pure minds by way of remem. 
brance. 

- Therefore, dear brethren, we must close these remarks, by commending 
you to Christ and the words of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and give youan inheritance with all them that are’ sanctified, Aud may 
the Lord bless you, and keep us all in the observance of every Christian 
duty, That we may all be prepared at his second coming to meet around 
his tablo in that world of eternal bliss, is the prayer of yours, in Cospel 


bonds. 


4 ited . +. a 1 ee 


Re tel . Yl BY ryy 
MINUTES OF 'THIE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 
HELD AT BETHADARA MEETINY MOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, ON THE THIRD 
w SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 1838. 

Ist. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Flder James B. Burch, 
from Ist Thessalonians, xii: 23. ° 
., 2d; Letters from the following churches were read, and their Messen- 
gers’ namggpyenrolled, as follows : 


os] 























ae oi < 5 1 | 
z 2 i | Ss. | k 2 | | 
. Churches:* Messenger. ; Zi Pale | 

8 at 2'0'x lB laid 

Bes ee S319 21213815 

BO gt BE ABSA MAA 
. ee ————$______—— ——— || 
‘ StBethabara,.....|P. Parks, I. Jameson,J. Osburn, L. Garlton, ....} 6} 3 1 al 43 
- “Indianercek,. .(It. Mitchell J.D. Myers, T. Tnman, cseceeereoes A i 4, 33 
- Gutbrie’s c’k,. .|J. 7. dtannah, A. Dodda, W Owens. Uo fountain,. Is. t. Jt 2) B9 
Gilgal,eoges-- J. Woolery, J. Todd, J. Goff. .csececeeeeceare 3; A) J df..}..f 78 
Springicreek,..|A. Herron, J. Hodges, ‘I's Ray,........eeeeeeeees i, | G..J 1) 1) 17 
Salt Oreek,....|G. Porrzr, B. Gregory, Ta PRC weave ew=ameweles B dt sas ealllaca aes 28 
Bethlchem,....{W. Bland, M. B’Oul PUN ecaseaies camieinscmpmacere eiele | Be. 1 }..) 30 
Hebron,....++-T. Osrnant, J, Carter, J, Wast, ...cece cree seco BEL 2 al Tes 35 
Beech Creek,. .|J. 8. Bunen, D. Burch, J. Oollins, O. Shelton, .. | 4! 1... fee}. .} 33 
Oloar Oreck,...JWint. I’. Scisco, R. Guy, J. Saker, ccs eee eee e eee] 2s “| cl avohicg|, 20 
BIG, VOC Oi pe aed en PITS onserosereine, 914 mesnztiavecess Road o@ayigmaimqase) Risers Vie. Bop B 
Richland,.....|J. B. Vanmeter, U. Stalcupy...seeeseeeereeen ceed IL ga'saranben 1) 10 
Smyrna, ..,...}L. Walden, I. V. Hall, G. Parks,.........-0005- 19, Bi Dxors} vie] 2] BT 
Prairie creek. ,|N. Osburn, §. McBride, L. Nunnally,.........+..]>- I | ee 18 
Bethel........ T.N. Rosinsoy, M. Sparks,...c..scsceeeee eee J ld oy ae 47 
Spice Valley,..|J. Pace, J. Cleveland, .-..sceereeeceeerererce mats | 41. 13 
DOU, mastdsencamer wide Aaa Q] 4} 7,554 











a 28d, Elder Thomas Eliphant chosen Moderator, and Pleasant Parks 
wr sOlerk. a he . 
eo: “Se athe Ministering brethren of our faith and order invited to seats in 
“council: «+ |: 

Corresponding Letters called for and read, as follows: Lroin 










Wabash Association, Eld. A. Mass, a messenger but no letter, it being mis- 
placed; from Lost River, ElderJ. Jones, M. W. Sellers, S. Sumnet, and 
Brethren J, Russell, J. Stout, and J. Spurgen, but no letter, it being. mis« 
placed; received a Ictter from Blue River, by the hands of Elders- K. 
Vench and 'T’, 8. Winters; also one from Danville Association by the hands 
of dglders W. Tlegan, W. Randle, and Brother W. Collins; received no 
letter or messenger from Kel River Association. Messengers were cordial- 
ly invited to seats. 

Gth. Received a Jeticr and messengers from the minority of Spice Val- 
ley church, After being informed that they had conformed to the requisi- 
tions of the Association, by calling a committee to examine into their situ. 
ation; who, alter they acknowledged their faults, or crrors, which they had 
fallen into previous to the Jast Association, considered’ them - properly the 
church; upon which the Association received them, and invited their mes- 
sengers lo seals, ; ; 

7th. Received a letter from the majority of Spice Talley church, which 
was examined by « committee appointed: for that purpose, who reported it 
Was nota proper document to be read in the Association, as it contained 
censorious reflections und abusive scurrility against the Association, Like- 
wise, a letter fram the minority of Salt Cree church, asking further advice 
from the Association, ‘They say they have no further advice to give, than 


“was piven Jaxt year. 


Mth. CHreulac letters endled for, rend and received, 

“th, Brethren appointed to write corresponding letters: ‘V'o Lost River 
Association, A. Dodds; to Wabash, G. Potter; to Danville, UL. Walden; 
to Eel River, J. B. Burch; to Blue River, J. (. Hannah. 

10th. Elders J. Jones, Wm. Hogan, and M. W. Sellers, to occupy the 
stand to-morrow, and A. Moss to close. Worship to commence at 10 


‘o'clock. 
11th. Moderator, Clerk, and ‘I. N, Robinson, committee of arrange-- 
ments. 2 Fi 
12th. Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock. i. 


_ 13th. Monday morning 10 o'clock, the Association met according tond- 
journment, ° . 

flth. Arrangements called for, read and received. te 

15th. Appointed messengers to corresponding Associations. To Lost 
River, Elder T. N. Robinson, Brethren J, 'Todd, P. Parks, and J. Goff; to 
Wabash, Elders J. 3. Burch, G. Potter, and Brethren I. Jameson, D. 


Bureh, W. I, Scisco, and J, Collins; to Mel River, Elder T, N. Robinson,” 


and Brethren J, Woolery and I. Mountain. * ef 
16th. ‘Tho next Associntion to ho held at Smyrna meeting house, Monroe 
county, 7 miles north-west from Bloomington, the third Saturday intAu-_ 
gust, 1839, and days following, commencing at 11 v’clock, A. M. Ne: 
‘17th. 'T. N. Robinson to preach the next Introductory Sermon, In case’ 
of failure, 'T. Oliphant. ee ioe 
1h. I. Oliphant to write the next Cirenlar Letter. a 
19th. Sectional meetings; In tho first district, nt Bethol meeting: house, 


the third Saturday in May, 1839, attended by ‘I’, Oliphant; G. Pottérszand 


J.T. Hannah; third district, at Bethlehem, the fourth Saturday in Novém- 
ber, attended by G. Potter, J. B. Vanmeter and J. B. Burch;- fourth dis- 
trict, at Spice Valley, on the first Saturday in November, attended by J. B. 


Gy . 
on 


ata. 
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Burch, G, Potter, ‘l’. Oliphant, and W, Laws. 

20th, The. Clerk is to superintend the printing of the minutes. ‘To have 
600 copies printed—distribute 25 copies to each corresponding Asssocia- 
tion, and distribute the balance according to. the money paid in. 

After a friendly and affectioxate interview, adjourned in peace. 

: THOMAS OLIPHANT, Moderator. 

Preasant Panus, Clerk. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 
To ALL WITH WiioM WE ARE IN unNIoN—Beloved Brethren and Sisters: 

We call your attention to a subject, which we think, in our present situ- 
ation, very intarenting, viz: The Government of the Churches, &c. The 
propriety and utility of church union appenrs from the following, Serip- 
tures—!’salins 193—"Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together inunity."” Aguin—Lccl., ivs 9, 10, 12—«'T'wo are bet- 
ter than’one,’”’ &c. *Matth., xvili: 17, 18, 19—John, xiii: 34, 35—Acts, 
xv: 22—“Then pleased it the Apostles and Elders, with the whole 
church,” &c. Ist Cor., i: 10—Now I beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you.’’ Again—Ist Cor, v: 4,5; and xii: 
26—John, i: 3—*That which we have seen and heard, declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, wel cath his Son Jesus Christ.’ Besides many other 
passages‘of Holy Writ, argue the propriety of a combination in a church 

~capacity.;/and those engaged in the same cause should be acquainted with 
each other, lest through mistake they should be divided against one anoth- 
er. -We therefore believe it necessary to join ina church capacity. And 
that.harmony may abound, be particular to learn each other’s experience, 
hope, and religious sn together with their conduct and conyersa- 
tion.’ Thase should: also ngreo with the Word of God, J.ct the princi- 
ples on which you unite, be particularly specilied in your constitutions. 

“° Objection. —Will it not be sufficient to constitute on the Scriptures, with- 

“*out mentioning any, particular doctrine therein contained} 

Answer.—No, For by so doing we might receive Romans, Ariens, Uni- 
versalists, Sc. All denominations of religions who profess to believe the 
Scriptures, could, with equal propricty, cluim a seat nmong us. And fur- 
ther: ‘Should you be asked what society you are, would you sny we aro a 

.,. .Christain society? So say all religionists, with a few exceptions. Should 
you say we are Baptists, it would not directly answer the inquirer; for 
os, spjibere:are essential differences among the people who have the appellation 
Gs olpaptists, arid the question still remains unanswered. ‘Then, in order to 
tC Spiye’a satisfactory answer to the inquirer, as Regular Baptists should do— 
“to fairly and succinctly set forth, in the Articles of Faith, what-we believe 
¢the Word of God holds forth, both in a doctrinal and practical point of view. 
‘a Objection.—-Will not the above idea reflect disgrace on the Scriptures, 
and invalidate the wisdom of the author of: them? aoe Le 

Anawer.—No, - For we as Regular Baptists, reccive arid hold the New 
and Old ‘festament, as the only falliblo rule*of faith and practicn; there- 
fore, we do not.invalidate either the Scripture or its author, by so doing. 

Constitutions should not take place in the bounds of other churches, 
without mutual consent; and in no-caso whateyer unless there. is deemed 
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n sufficient of gifts for the governing of a church in Gospel order. | Great 
care should be observed in the reception of members, to receive none but 
those who subscribed to the articles of our union; for a house “divided 
against itself cannot stand. ali a _ See 
Objection.— Will not the person coming forward and suing for admis- 
sion, be a sufficient’ proof of their orthodoxy, without any further interro- 
ration? ~ , 
Answer.—Not in all cases, . Por itis plain Uiat alinost all persons who 
are pests to society, are willing to join us and sullor ue sentiments. ‘The: 
‘reason‘is obvious and plain: ‘because they ‘have never felt that zeal which 
is according to knowledge. t * 8 = , 
Gifts‘that concern the union, such as Ministers, &c., not being ‘confined 
ton single church, should receive the approbation of:the union, so-far as 
‘they ara known, "Phey should never bo licensed to: prench out of the 
. hounds of their respective churches, unless it is manifest dint they will be 
generally received by sister churches. We believe the canse of religion 
has greatly suffered by preachers being willingly placed where they ought 
not to have been placed. [Let him that readeth, understand.) St. Paul 
informs us in the 12th chapterof Corinthians, that there is a diversity of 
gifts, by the sume spirit, and teachers who had not the ‘authority of Apos- 
tles; representing to us the necessity of cach of the mesnbers occupying 
in their proper place. Now, brethren, if the foot should undertake to per- 
form the office of the hand, in feeding and clothing the body, would: you 
- not soon become contemptible in your own eyes, and bring ‘disgrace upon 
the cnuse of religion. -Ministers should. not be ordained without the ap-~ 
probation of several sister churches, best acquainted with .their gifts. 
Again: ‘We believe that churches arc blamable in-thé treatment: of their 
preachers, in not correcting habitual errors, such as uncomely gestures, 
improper language, useless repetitions, &c. How often are we disagree- 
‘ably harangued with the preachers apologising for themselves—telling. us 
of their unfitness for the arduous task; his disagreeable feelings;. and 
what an indifferent sermon jie expects to deliver at that time;*which like- 
ly are the effects of pride, for the hearers will be better acquainted with 
his ability by the time his sermon is ended, than he can describe-to’them. 
Yet, by reason of fear or disrespect the preacher seldom hears:of his fail- 
ings, though freely talked of by others. It is too frequently found that 
orenchors imbibe. « notion that because they possess the gifts of preach- 
ing, they should have tho pre-ominenco in churches, associations, &c., 
which is an error that ought to be corrected. Again: Churches ought to 
\. act more liberally toward those ministers that are industriously engaged in 
the ministry—exposing themselves and, families to hardships,- notwith- 
standing all their endeavors to provide for the same, by laboring with their 
-ownhands.c) = toe ay ae oe a 
.Complaints should never be attended to; unless gospel steps ‘have first 
: been taken to reclaim: the person.,or-persons—particularly in ‘individual 
- transgressions. : Bunt we ise th. Big & -. ese i 
It would swell our letter to a, volume, were we to expatiate on every par-- 
a ticular belonging to the above subject. We therefore submit, it,to’ you .in 
its present form, me ot if you lack wisdom, you will ask of him.that 
_ giveth liberally and upbraideth not, that wisdom which is from above—first 
4he aay AF aD : = 
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pure, fiom, penceable, gentle, eusy rT) be eutreated, full of meray nnd gout 


fraits, &c. , 
May the Grace of Gad, our Savior, rest upon, ‘and § save ius, is the Praye er 


of yours, in n gospels} bonds. .. 





. oa oo 
<< ¢+——_— 





* MINUTES OF. THE’ WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 


coin AT BMYRNA, MERTING HOUSE, MONROE. COUNTY, INDIANA, COMMENCING oN 
TUE THIRD SATURDAY IN AUOUST,, ‘1839. ; 


Ist.. The Introductory Sermon was. dchvered: ny Elder. T. N: Robinson, 
from Ist ‘Vimothy,'4¢ 8. big dive angi 
! 2d, Lotters from chitrehes called for; rend, and their Messengers’ names 


enrolled, vizt.. ut a ‘hie Hf to he Fae fF 





¢: - c. snaee ig 
ae % Slt Be “agaist 


tree Sooty, {53 al or 


4 , Churches, Pa 


Spe cetae 


Excladed, - 


Ree’d by letter. 
Diss’d by letter. 
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+ Bethabara,:..,.:-}P. Parks, L, Carlton,’.... 
,Andinn Crevk,,.-)R. Mitchell, 3.1), Myers, Win Bakige - 
‘Salt’ Cree sts... Q: Potrrn, . Grogary, Jno, Potter, Roy vl... 
*Guthrie’s*Creck, ' eT. Hannan, A. Dodds, J2 Allen): 1. ha 1 
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' "3a Elder Thomas” “Oliphaiyt ‘chosbn'’ “Mederator, a aid Pleasant’! Parks 
ork: som Fob tee AT thes i 
Bering ' Ministeritig Brethreis ‘of. our’ ‘faith’ ‘and | ‘order, ‘ invited’ to séats! in 
“eouncil.! -* Ah ni a cua i ain nd 
6th. Data satiog Letters called. for. “Beom Wabash Associationi;’ No 
‘letter, bat’ Elders,‘Nathaniel Moss ‘and“Aquilla: Moss ; “Lost River,’ a‘ letter 
‘and ‘messengers, namely: Elders J. Jones, S: Applegate,“H: ‘Oornivell and 
E, Jeter; from. Danville, Wm. Hogan, C. Huntey, A. S82" Baird;? "Oe “P, 
" Bruce, HY ‘Pennington; :! front Eel: River, ‘Benjaniin, Parks}! John: Cie! and 
“Wig, Asher; from Blue ‘River,’ no letter’ “or ‘messenger’, wD he' thessengérs 
“present Werg cordially‘invited to seats,” ° *: RAG, eI bite a 
“6th. ‘Doors operied ‘for newly’ constituted” cliurches:": Tebaivel : ‘a Jetter 
from Salem church by their messenger; J. B, Vanmeter, whose name is 
* 
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exhibited inthe Guble, and who was invited tya seal, and the ehureh ate 
tached to the third district. ' 

7th. Received a letter from White Lick Association, -praying | for a cor- 
respondence, by the hands of Brethren Josiah Buchanan. anid, | J.) Haggart, 
which awas laid over till Monday... 

Sth. Circular letter called for, read ‘and a iid, fe 

Mh, Brethren appointed to write corresponding lette its: To Eel River, 

- B. Burch; te Danville, J.T. Lannah ; to Lost River, ‘I’. N. 5 taal ob 
“ Wabash, J. D. Myers; to Blue River, G. Potter. ae = 

10th, Elder J.,Jones, David Lamon,’ Wm: Hogan, preach taemoriow ; 
A. Moss closes. 

11th. ‘The Moderator and Clerk sigrotanal wu ‘committee of arrangement. 

Th, Adjourned until Monday murning, 9 o'cloele. : 

. 13th, Monday morning, 9 o'clock. The association inet. according to 
appointinent.. ae ; “ Hf 

J4th. Arrangements called for mal anil received. 

: 15th.: Took up the reference in regard to opening:a correspondence with 
White Lick Association. We think it inexpedient,; at this time, owing to 
our oxtensive correspondence und our fewness in number us corresponding 
messengers. - . 

‘16th. Corresponding messengers appointed : To Lest River ‘Adseclation, 
R. Mitchell, J. B. Vanmeter, ‘I’, Oliphant G. Potters: ‘T. N. Robinson ;. to 
Danville, L. L. Walden, J. B..Burch,. Wm. Hether, , John Nichols ‘to 
Wabash, J. B. Burch, C., Shelton, J:. Collins, J. , Birghum ; + to Hel River, 
re. Chambers, J. Wilson ;- to, Blue River, J. B. Vanimeter, John. Potter, oe 

. 17th, The next Association is'to be-held.at. Indian Creek meeting house, 
Lawrence. county, twelve miles south-west from Bedford, commencing on 
the 3d Saturday. in August, 1840, at-10.0’clock. 4... : 

18th.. Elder.T. Oliphant preaches the Introductory Scrmon.. “ln, case ‘of 
failure, Elder E. Chambers... aie I Wip 

“10th, Thomas N, Robinson writes tho Cire wlar Letter. 

-: 20th. Sectional meetings are to be as follows :, First district, ‘at ‘Sale’ 
Creek. -mecting house, on the 3d Saturday and Sunday. in May,. attended 
by T. Oliphant, T. N. Robinson, J. B. Burch ;J. B. Vanmeter, Rt. Mitch- 
ell; at Clear Creek, commencing on the dth Saturday in October, ationd- 
cd. by, T.'Ojiphant, Tu. Burch, G. Potter. 

Rist. Viewing the field of labor great, and the litle attention that i is paid 
towards administering-something to the necessities of our public servants 
—Therefore, Resolved, That the churches throu hout the Association be 
requested; to..take into consideration, the propriety of contributing: some~ 
thing: annually, for the purpose of.defraying the expenses of our, corres- 
ponding; brethren, and those who attend our sectional meetings; and make 
a report-of, their on to the next Association in their letter. yew 

-22d. The Clerk:superintends: the printing of the minutes,, and , to. ; have 
500 icopies sit hinder istribute 25 copies to each corresponding Association, 
and distribute the balance according to the money paid in. .... .,\ 

2 After a friendly and affectionate Interview, adjourned in cacess, a 
oo + THOMAS OUIPHANT, Moai 
Pexinion Pann, Clerk. sorting ave. anes . 
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CIRCULAR. LETTER. 
Berovepo BreTuren: _ . 08% a 2 2 _ 
“ime has rolled:its annual round, and permitted us to meet again in ‘ant 
associated capacity, to hear from the different churches in oir union, and 
the correspondence to which we are attached—at which’ time an address 
will be expected. Inscomp!innce thereto, wor wish’ to Iny before the 
churches, the’ certainty of three'things: «© 

--Yst: That the carnal’mind/‘is enmity aguinst.God.')-° 0+ 

od. That Gospel Truth has always been in theminority.' 
+ 3d2"That the ‘carnal mind has always ‘been’ based ‘on ‘condition, either 
practical or mental, respecting salyation., We ae 
, ‘Lhe Gospel, we title to, be mn free gift 5 and? hi wnehy directed’ lo! those 
who aro vory unworthy of its blessed influence; for to the poor it is preach 
ed, and it feeds the' limigry"with good things, whilo’ the -rich go einply 
away. It is the voice of mercy to the lost, to the wretched and vile sin 
ner. This voice the sheep hear, and are led out by thé Spirit of God from 
under the penalty of the Divine Law. Tit the’ exhibition’of:the Gospel, 
Christ‘is held forth in his oflice, his works, and ‘relation to nan; by which, 
wwe think; the sinner is sweetly drawn to the Savior. ‘» Here, we inay be 
asked, why. the sheep discern. between this voice and that of a strangert 
To this; let Divine Record answer: “I hy ‘people: shall be willing in’: the 
day of thy power”—Psalm, 110, v. 3. . ‘And’it is the Gospel s joyful sound; 
and they who hear are to “walk in the light: of the’ King’s: countenance’ 
—Psalin 89, v. 15: gabe : Such, and such only, we thin iy are! ¢ ualified 
to try.the Spirits, whether they be of Godt. For‘ certaii it is, when the 
wolf ‘éomes he wears sheep’s clothing, with the Bible in his hand, and the 
Tance d; yethe possesses a‘ ravening ‘na- 


appearance of sanctity in his forehea : ; 
eee This ad learn hisn Acts xx: 29, 30. Paul, when taking his leave 
of the’church of Ephesus, informed her that he knew that grievous wolves 
xvould.enter iu among fem, not sparing the Moele.’ Also of your own selvon 
-shall mén arise, speaking ‘perverse things,‘ to draw": away disciples: after 
"* them ;"and this'notice was well-timed; for, in'about 30 years after, accord- 
ing to-Revelations, 2: 2, this church tried them! which ‘say they are apos- 
tles und are, not, and found them liars.” But “still it “remains a’ question 
how to detect them, seeing they had credentials; the ' Scriptures, &c.,- on 
which.they based their:apostleship? Answer.—We thinle the rale by which 
falsohoot 4s to bo tried, ‘onsists in ‘the following qualffications, namely ¢ 
* the anointing of tle Spirit of God. Note.—"But ye have an unction from 
tle Holy One, and’ yc know all things." ° Ist John, 2: 20, 27,—"But the 
anointing ye have received of him, abideth in you; and ‘ye need. not: that 
any man teach you ;' but, as‘thesime: anointing ‘teacheth: you all things} 
truth ai ever as it‘hath'taught you,’ ye’ shall’ abidein 


and is‘truth' and ‘no lie; and 


him,?@g0his Spirit; therefore, -hath‘a’ drawing’ nature to ‘ity for, no ‘pen 
said Jesus, can come tome, except -the Father‘which shath* sent’: me - draw 


“m:'and Lavill raisé hint up’at the'last' day." It is “written tin’ the’ Pro- 
Eni gual dew shall be all twght of God. *Every# wan; ‘therefore, ° that 
hath héard,'and hath Jearned of the Fathér,‘cometh unto ney: ‘John vi: 44, 
45-—Therefore we-learn;-to-him-slidll the gathering of the people be.— 
Genesis, xlix: 10. And his Spirit hath gat nered them——Isniah'xxxiv! 16. 
Therefore, the law of the Spirit of Life, m Christ Jesus, hath made them 
free from the law of sin and death—Rom. vill: 2. 
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From the nbovey wo would infer, that Christian experience is a critetior 
by which to try doctrine, though much set at nought in our day, But re- 
move this, and the building would cease, and error might flourish without 
control, though we admit there are false experiences. Hence they have 
to be tried. Whien, therefore, an experience agrees with the Bible, they 
can sit in judgment together; and as we have the sum of a Christian there~ 
in, we can recite from thenco, and compare with it. As such, Jacob, we 
Jearn, wus found in a waste, howling wilderness, and was lcd about, and 
instructed, and kept as the apple of God’s eye—Deuteronomy, xxxii: 10- 
Again: I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus, Thou hast 
chastised ine as a bullock, unaccustomed to the yoke. Turn thou me, and 
I shall be turned ; for thou art the Lord my God. Surely after that I was 
turned; T repented; and after that Io was instructed, I smoto upon iny 
thigh. I was ashamed—yea, even confounded; because I did bear tho re- 
prouch upon my youth—Jeremiah, xxxi, 18,19. Here note the Lord's 
people were born in Egypt, und the reproach is not taken away until they 
are circumcised with the circumcision ‘made without.hands. ‘I'his charac- 
ter is‘ expressed by the prophet Isaiah, lv: 7—“Even them will I bring to 
my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer. ‘The 
New ‘l'estament also abounds with corresponding ‘testimony—a. few ..of 
which we will recite. See Matthew, iii: 8—The:forerunner of Jesus 
says to the Pharisees and Sadducees that came to’ his ‘baptism,’ “Bring 
forth fruit mete for repentance. Note.—There must be a tree before there 
can be fruit from the same.- Again: For the time,past .of our life. may 
suffice us to have’wrought the will of the Gentiles ;* when we walked. in 
lasciviousness, lust, excess of: wine—reviling, banqueting, and abominable 
idolatries. Blessed be the God and Father of our ord Jesus Christ, who, 
according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us ‘again to a lively: ‘hope, 
by’thé resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead—to an incorruptible and 
undofiled, that fadeth not away, reserved in Heaven for you—Ist' Peter, Iv: 
Bz andi: 3,4. Also, for wo ourselves were disobedient, decoivdd; serv- 
ing divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and ha- 
ting one another. But after that the kindness and love of God our,Savior 
towards men appeared, not by works of righteousness which we had done, 
but according to his mercy, he saved us by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost—Titus, iii: 4,.and iv: 6 Paul also 
could relate his expericnce to the king, Agrippa—Acts xxvii: 12 to 16.— 
'hose passages embrace almost every point on the system of truth. Sure- 
ly no Christian will object to the doctrine contained in his experience, cs- 
pecially as it is contained in his prayer; for from neither our experience 
nor prayers, do we learn that salvation is conditioned on what. we,can do. 
How preposterous tu hear men reproach both their hearts and mouths! 
Why, then, should they who are taught of God do so? We answer: ‘They, 
like the foolish Galatians, are bewitched by the cunning craftiness:of men, 
whereby they lie,in wait to deceive—Gal., iii: 1, and also Eph, iv: 14 
Surely every good man ought to be a judge of truth when itis in his heart; 
in his mouth, and in his’hand (thé Bible). We cannot give up our creed, 
which is written on fleshly tables of tho heart; -for wo think the fulfillment 
of promise ought gladly to be received, which saith; Whereof ‘the : Holy 
Ghost-is ‘tous a witness} for after-that:he’had said before this isthe cove- 
nant that I will make with them.’ After those days, -saith the ‘Lord; will. 
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put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds. will £ write thean, and 
their sins and iniquities will L remember 0 more.—Heb., x 15, 16, 17. 
As such, we want it in our hearts when we believe, and in our. mouths 
when wo pray; and in Teaven, when = Hin we hopeto sing. But, should 
there be a Baptist, who can live without un experience, agrecing with the 
above recited ae ae of Divine Writ, we can spare him, and would thank 
him for goin But should we be interrogated where. Gospel conditions 
lie, we would answer: they lie in ils provisions ; ‘that i is, he isa Jew which 
is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spiritand not 
in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of :God—Rom., ii: .29.— 
Again: Where is: boasting? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? 
Nay; but by the law of faith. ‘Therefore we: conclude, that a man is jus- 
tified by faith, without the deeds of the law. Rom., iii; 27, 28, also—be- 
ing jusufied by faith, we have peace with God, through our, Lord Jesus 
Christ—by whom we have access, by faith, into this grace, wherein we 
stand, and rejoico in hope of the glory of Gud. Rom.,v: J, 2; also, viii: 
32— He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also frecly give usall things? Again: See Eph. i il: 
4, 5, But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
‘us. even when we w ere, dead in sin, hath i peng le us together with 
Christ, by grace ye are saved: ‘These are on y a few of the many .evi- 
dences that might he invoduced on this subject, But we are willing: to 
agree, that it isthe duty of all men to love God with all the heart. Here 
lies.the guilt of some, and the grief of others. Some have. no disposition 
to do so, while others have, and grieve that their love is so weak. | Man’s 
aversion to God, is a grief to all his children... But wicked men have eyes, 
and see not; ‘ears, and:hear not; hearts, and understand not. Yet, by the 
Word of God and Christian experience, all such ns are renewed, do, or 
may know, how the aversion was removed... May ‘the God of, all Grace, 
uide us: by.his Word and Spirit into all Truth, and save Us in his: any 
a iferongh Christ our Lord. Amen. Res oe Re 44 


MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, ©: 


. HELD eh CREEK MERTINY MOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, ON THE THIRD 
. —_ SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 1840. : 


delat The’ ‘Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder Thomas ‘Oliphant, 
“Avorn. Matthew, xvi : 18." 

72d. Letters from the following churches were .read, ‘and’ their Mosson- 
“ Yers'Inames enrolled, as exhibited on the following, page. - an 
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ae a ; ) gel] 
* Churches. fot ‘  “" Wessengers, ae | 
Ra hl 
ots ale AlglAls 
“Bethabara,....|P. Parks, A; Mitchell, R. M. Parks,.....:..e++04 7] 8-4 c.f A/S. 
Indian creek,..|R. Afitchell J.D. Myers, Wm. Baker, -......-+.{ 4 1] 15) 3). .) 35 - 

Salt Creek,....|G. Porrse, B. Gregory, Tie ROP ne cececniegsennnmen|eeeal ia] MMe aS 
Guthrie's e'k,. we T. Hannah, 3. Gole, E. Allen, A. ‘Dndda,. ces eee peste ad ab Gr Is 
Qilggalye sees} J. Woolury, J. ‘tenders F5 BN peor coven coon mancive =| 4)..) 5)..|..] 64 
Spring creek,..JA. Herron, J. MeDowel, 'l's Ray, . csecccccecfes oe} LB eel 2 16 
Bethlehem,....|\W. Bland, S, Snider, G. Niece Sewers secseeee] 2) 3/52] 2 2]..) 27 
Hebron,.......{T .Oniriat, ich cine on ot stiresid onireigs aA sexisveamsesoti Os © ihesder 1] 45 
Beech Creck,..|J. B. Burcu, D. Burch, + Ae Collins, C. ‘Shelton, wake 1 4 2 2..)..] 46 
Hear Creek,...JJ, Ragsdale, J. lee... <a ate sasneraatee| 9 1 3). +] 28 
Mt. Vernon,.. JA, Smith, Re Walketiinn. montiseassc ses vavnciae al U Ll’ claohsel 21 
Richland, .....f4y Wurchum, LD Stlenpyeececscceceereneeee evosfects | Micdesfes| 7 
Smyrna, ......[1s, L. Walden, V, Mall, SL. Parkes, snGpsctcenonglcn te 4-2. 3)..| 43 
Prairie creck. :(N..Osburn,J,Scolt, ..sseseeegeeeeee sasveweal biedlushestea|val Oe 
‘Bethel...... sf Peat Rontssoy, W. Mudsoi, R. Newkirk, Pere oe 10 a Qt 3h 72 

Spice Valley,.. No messenger. . : : ; | P 
: Salem,: east B. Va nmeter, 1; Jameson, J: Sergent ssseve a ‘+f. leafs] 19 

» thlaleves ass “Ee 90°17 29l18|10 554° 
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3d. “Eldey’ Thomas Olipliant | chosen’ ‘Moderator, sand | Pleasait, Parks 
Clerk. ; 

4th., Ministering Brethren “oh our faith’ Sil cider jhivited to nénis in 
council. 

Sth. Corresponding Letters called for anid’ veo. is follaws:'= Pom 
Lost ltiver Association, no letter r; messengers,- Ehlers. Wilson, 8. Xpple- 
gate, and Brethren J. Stout and E. Jeter; from Wabash, Elders, A. Moss, 
A. Smith, and James Elgen; from Danville, no letter or messenger; - "from 
Fel River, Elder J. W. Thomas; from Blue Rives, Elder J. " Arinstrong. 
They were cordially invited to rt atsin council, | yo 

6th. Newly constituted’ churches called for. 

Tih. Cirenlar. Juetter culled for, read and received. 

8th.’ Breihren appoiiited to write Corresponding Liters: To Lost _— 
T. N. ‘Robinson ; to Wabash, R! M..Parks; to Blue River, J. Collins ; 
Danville, J.B, Barchi ; to el River, J. D. Myers. | 

Oh, Brethren, pppointed to preach to-morrow, J, Martly, J. W. Thomas, 
J, Wilson; and LL. ‘T, Craig: to close. 

10th. Tho Moderator and, pons appointed a committeo, of. arrange- 
ments. | 

11th. Adjourned tilt rida morning, 9 o'clock. 

“12th. Monday morning 9 I) ‘clock, the Association’ met acute. ‘to ‘ad-. 
journment.. wie Ye ‘a oe 

13th. Avrungementa called for, read and deceived, 

_ 14th. Took up the reference from Spring Creek ‘chureli requesting. “the 


Association to amend her rules’so ns to require unanimity: in.'the - Associn- 
..tion, to open correspondence ; yvith: any, 0 other Associations, was answered i in 
‘the affirmative, |. sae iy 


JGth. Ropoiniea Messengers io Carrexpondinige’ “A ssestteitting “9 Laat 
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River, T. Oliphant, G. Potter, J. 'I',. Hannah, and Jt. M..,Parks; to Wa- 


bash, J. B..Burch, H. Stalcup, Wm. Bland, D. Burch; to Blue liver, ‘I’. 


Oliphant, G. Potter; to Danville—we agree to drop correspondence with . 


them, owing to the great distance and an .extensive correspondence, and 
our fewness in numbers; and send them a friendly letter to that effect; to 
Eel River, L. L. Walden, V. Hall, E. Allen. " ; 
- 16th. The next Association to be held at Bethlehem mecting house, 
ay county ; commencing the third Saturday in August, 1841, at 10 0’ 
glockie fF ohaek wo Eo Bets RANE Se cx ce) aap oe 
:* 17th. T. ‘N. ‘Robinson to-preach the next Introductory Sermon. In case 
of failure, G. Potter. 7.8 5 oe ee ee 
18th. ‘T's Gliphant to write the next Circular Letter.) 8) “s 
19th. Sectional meetings:. In the first district, at-Gilgal meeting house, 
the second Saturday inJune, attended by T. Oliphant; G. Potter, T. IN. 
Robinson, E..Allen; second district at Clear Creek, on the fourth Satur- 
day of ‘May, attended by G. Potter, J. T. Hannah, J. B..Burch ;. third dis- 
trict, at Praizie Creek, second Saturday in November,:'T. Oliphant, G. 
Potter, J. B. Burch, E. Allen, J. B, Vanmeter. es 
_ 20th. As it respects the resolution of Jast year’s Association, requesting 
ihe churches to take into consideration the propriety of contributing some- 
. thing to defray the.expenses of our corresponding ‘brethren, &c.; they an- 
4swer in the negative, as far as the Association has any concern with it." 
* ist The Cletk is to superintend the printing of the minutes. To have 
600 copies printed—distribute 80 copies to each corresponding Asssocia- 
“tion; and distribute the balance according to the ‘money paid in. 
_ After a friendly and affectionate interview, adjourned in peace. ‘ 
ae ER 9 - THOMAS OLIPHANT, Moderator, 


, Peak 
~ ate abaya 


ot LA cr a 
; ; 


‘ 
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dng ty a tsb one ot 
CR Hes CIRCULAR LETTER,” 
‘Dear Brennen: chee: ve ann 
“ “Upon'a close examination of the Holy Scriptures. we’ find the“ doctrine 


Preasant,Panxs, Clerk., 





“sof sanctification abundantly proven in a two-fold point. 


1. The prophets argue the necessity of the people’s assembling them- 
welves; and the same thing is also hinted by the Apostles, by setting them- 
selves apart for certajn visitation, and certain work “or holy’ service—Sce 
Ex., xix: 10, 11.°:'And the Lord said unto Moses, Go to the people, and 
sanctify them to-day and to-morrow ; and let them wash their clothes and 


be ready against the third day; for the third day the Lord will come down 


‘in sight of’ all peoplé on “Mount Sinai. Hence the important ‘necessity . 


that we set/apart certain days and times, and-dedicate ‘ourselves to the ser- 
‘vice‘of the Lord’;’ which, according to‘Scripture and ancient custom, would 
be sanctifying ourselves, by thus a staining, from domestic business for ‘@ 
+ time. -Again: See Joel, ii: 15, 16, ‘Blow the *trumpet in’ Zion, ‘sanctify 
- 4, a fast, call a“solemi assembly, gather the people, sanctify’ the "congrega- 
tion, assemble'the.elders, &c. And for what? Because the “Lord, has 
romised to meet with and bless those who thus assemble'in his name.— 

or thie prophet says, They‘ that wait upon the Lord shall renew’ their 


‘strength.’ Again:' Jesus says,’ Where two or three aré met'in” my, name, | 


Shere am I in the midst.’ : How important the necessity, then,!for every: 
church not only to assemble on its stated days of meeting, but to scek ey- 
fe : : re ' 2 age eck Sats Ege We WET v0. oP ; 
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ery opportunity lo meet together in private circles to worship God. And 
if there is no minister, let the mecting sing, and pray, and let eal on: 
courage the other on his pilgrimage; which would be using ‘those saoehe 
of grace that God has commanded us to use; such as assembling our- 
selves together, praying -with and for each other, watching over one anoth- 
er for good, bearing each other’s burthens, and so fulfilling the law. ‘of 
Christ. Again: Jnx., xix: 22. And Jet the priests also which cémo*nea 
the Lord, sanctily themselves, lest the Lord break forth upon them es 
the verse just quoted we sce the necessity of every gospel minister dedi- 
cating his time and talents to Him who hath called him.to be at soldier 
that he may war a good warfare; that he may study the, Scriptures, and 
study to shew himself a workman approved unto God, &c., and be. often 
engaged in the blessed work of feeding the sheep and lambs warning si 
ners and comforting the mourner. 7 ‘ . —_— 

2. Sanctification, ina brief sense, is— 
ae ~~ egies in a progressive conformity of the heart and life to 
‘ aa nine Nahi dying to sin and living to holiness, and in itsnature 

3. It is a work always visible in its elects— 

Ist. ‘To make holy, for it is said without holiness of heart none shall see 
the Lord, and in a strict sense sanctification consists in a holy and clean; 
heart, which produces a growth in grace; and the grace of God is com!" 
pared to leaven which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal 
until the whole was leavened; so grace operates in the heart until sin is 
subdued and the heart made holy, and is born of the s irit of God, which 
is the sanctification of the spirit; for says the Apostle, 2d Cor., i: 22 
who hath also sealed us, and given us the earnest of the spirit in our hearts. 
Again: The peewee says, The very God of Peace sanctify you wholl =< 
And I pray God, that your whole spirit and soul and body be renee d 
blameless until the coming of onr Lord Jesus Christ, hat “is ma b 
preserved in a state of growth, in conforming to the holy Law of God; for, 
it is said, Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of the truth as it is in J — 
sus. Then let us be found cultivating an acquaintance with God, and sae 
“le ae oe meditation, faith, and humble prayer; and in this way, by 
ni p of the Lord, try to live in the discharge of every duty known 

2d. Sanctification includes both dyi i iving i i 
Pan ene igh sid h dying to sin, and living in holiness, and 

Ist. Dying to sin is the effect of an, internal w 4 
heart, which enables us to forsake sin and to ime Gol et 
under afflictions and persecution, and in patience to, possess our souls in 
love : ~ ¥ Jove and pray for them that persecute’ and despitefully’ use’ 
op 2 eee Se with all our hearts, and place’a.firm reliance. on His - 
vot Ag ving that He that has promised, will not fail us in the “hour of, 

1 7 > ae : 

Aa Dying to sin, is to have no fellowship with the unfruitful "works’ of 
ess, but to be often engaged in prayer, and sweet, meditation 6n the 
goodness of God, and often speak of the same ; and in‘so doing, our path 
will shine more and more until the coming day ;-for the cantle of the 


Lord an” as a light to our path,—and David says, that “his leaf shall 





‘ceive none but those who give a satisfactory evidence of a work 


“e 
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and in this way we 


not wither, and whatsocver he doth shall prosper; 
the evidences we 


die to sin and live more and more in holiness, and by 
thus produce, is # matic of an inward work upon the heart; which shews 
that itis a divine work, emanating from a sanctified heart. 
3d. Sanctification is # work always visible in its,effects. From a sence 
tified heart is always produced an effect suflicient lo prove the quality of 
the tree; for, says the Savior, “Wo men gather grapes of thors, or figs of 
thistles?’’” Inasinuch as if he had said, Jo we expect to see righteous 
works from a wicked man, oF evil works from a righteous man? for we can- 
not serve God and Mammon. The effect of a sanctified heart is proven 
from the following : See John, xiii: BL, Love one another; Romans, xis 9, 
Let Jove be without dissimulation, abhor Uiat which is evil, cleave to that 
which is good. Again: Romans, xiii: 8; Owe no man anything, but love 
one another. Colossians, iti: 13, forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another; if any man have a quarrel against any, even as Christ for- 
gave you, SO do also ye. | Ist ‘Shes. ii: 12, And the Tord make you to in- 
crease and abound in Jove one toward another, and toward all men. Ist 
Jolin, v: 1, whosgever Velie wath tiiat Sestes ie ther Cllurist, 18 horn of Cod, 
and every onc that loveth him that best, loveth hin ise that is begotten 
of him. Psalm cxix: 63, Jama companion of all them that fear thee, 
and of them that keep thy precepts. ‘Acts, iv; 32, And the multitude of 
‘them that believed, were of one hicart and of one soul. Tence we sec 
that the children of Cod are all one in Christ, for Christ says, Lin you, an 
you in me, and Jin the Iather. Again the Apostle sitys, that Yeare dead, 
‘and your life is hid with Christ in God. Again: By grace ye are saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves ; itis the gift of God, &c. 

Dear brethren and sisters, We could swell this letter to a volume on the 
above-subject, but we close by laying before you * few of the many duties 
sncumbent on Christians that is couched in God’s sacred Word : 

Ist. Watch and prey, Jest ye euler Fite Lenape tions nod awwateh over one 
another for their good and the good of the cause of Christ. 


24. Watch the reception of members in the churches; be careful to re- 
of grace 


“ supon the heart. 


3d. Watch your ministers, and ministers watch your flock. 
4th. Be curcful:to visit the sick and the afllicted, the widows and futher- 
Jess in their aflliction, and try to-keep yourselves unspotted from the world. 
bth. If any are hungry, feed them; if naked, clothe them } and endea- 
yor as much as in you lies to loose the hands of your ministcrs, by minis- 
tering to their necessities such things that will cnable them to devote more 
time to feed the flock of God. lor Saint Paul told the brethren at Rome, 
-and at Corinth, to minister of their temporal blessing to those who were 
feeding them.(the Church) with spiritual food or doctrine of the Gospel. 
He also exhorts the minister to give himself wholly to the work of the 
Lord. Finally, brethren, be of good comfort, be of one mind ; livo in 
peace; and the Giod of love and peace shall be with you all. Amen. 
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MINUTES ov THs WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 
HELD AT NETIELEM EA MEETING HOESK, GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA} COMMENCING 
ON ‘THE THIRD SATURDAY IN AUGUST, Sd. 


Ist. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder J. T. Hannah, 
from Hebrews xill: j—" Lt brotherly love continue.” ae 
ad. Letters from the following churches were read, and their-messen- 
gers’ names enrolled, as follows: 


ee 
















ler. 


og 


Churches. Messengers. 


aptised 
kec'd ly let 


vB 


— 





—_——— —_——_—_—- 


Rethabara,..++++- P. Parks, Win. Morrow, J. Osburn, «+ 


Judian Creck,..-- If, Woody, --+++* sg soucasrm arene pid ItS BR ASI eres ed od 
Salt Creek. +--+ la. Porren, J. Potler,. +. +++ ST geeeee 
Guthrie's Creek, «|! + Gow, J.T. VLassat J. Allen, A. Jodds,... +] * 
Cian, cece eee eh 1 Woolery. db. Todd, 1 Woolery. -seeseeerrett 
Spring Ureek,... -[A- Hlerron,d. MeDowel, J. Viereo, J. WwW. Phipps}. - 
Pethlehem, .--++- [p- Dougherty, W. Bland, G. Milem,...eeees cee s}es 
Vicbron, .. e+e Vt) Onruant, J- Pennington, S.& A. Carmichael 
Beech Creek,.--- J.B. Bune. J. Collins, C. Shelton, D. Burch,.. 
Clear Creck,.+-+-lJ- Nichols, BR. Guy, -sreresrerete bake piaire aes 
Mount Vernon,..- No letter or Messengers. . 

Hichland, ee: ig, Fuller, J. Birehum, HI. Staleup.. +++ in OS® 
Smyrna, seseerer 8. Guamnens, fe J. Walden, M. Parks, N. Liv'gs'| ¢ 
Prairie Orcek, .---|J- Goll, L. Nunnally, S. MeBride,...2seeeeerre 
Bethel, : ..eeee e+ ote Foster, W. Wright, Win. Hudson,..eeer reeset ye 
Salis winecesds alee }. Vaxneren, J- Jameson, J. Sargent). ++++-+ 


a 

Sd. her ‘Chomirs Cr Lipeluavart 
Clerk. 

4th. Ministering brethren of our faith 
council. 

5th. Corresponding letters called for. Received one from Lost River’ 
Agsociation, by Elders J. Jones, M. W. Sellers, and E. Jeter and J. Freed; 
from Wabash, by Asiders N. Smith, B. Trucblood N. Moss and A. Moss, 
who were cordially invited lo sculs 5 from Blue River and Isel River Asso- 
ciations, received neither letter nor messengers. 

Gth. New! constituted churches called for. 

7th. Chuulet letter called for, read and received. 

gth. ‘I. Oliphant, P. Parks, and J. Collins appointed to write letters to 
the corresponding Associations. 

Oth. Lilder Jonathan Jones, 
morrow, and B. ‘Srucblood to close. 
A.M. 

10th. The Modcrator and Clerl, 
ments for Monday. 

Lith. Adjourned ull Monday morning, 9 o'clock. 

12th. Monday morning, 9 o'clock. ‘he Association met according to 


appointment. 


chosen Moderator, and Pleasant Parks 


and order invited to seats in 


M. W. Sellers, and A. Moss, to preach to- 
Worship to commence at 10 o'clock, 


‘ ee 2 
appointed a committee’ of arrange- 
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13th, Arrrangements called fur, read and received. : 

14th. Took up the request from Guthrie's Creek church, requesting the 
Association to take into consideration the propriety of amending her tenth 
rule, in regard to the appointing or ordaining « certain number of church- 
es to appoint a committee, &e. The words “she may appoint” were 
stricken out, and the rule reads, “she may advise a ceruun number of 
churches to appoint,” &c. 

15th. ‘look up the request from Beech Creck church, requesting the 
Association to take up correspondence with Danville Association, which 
was answered in the negative. 

1Gth., Corresponding lctters called for, [t was agreed by the \ssocia- 
tion that we send cach of our corresponding Associations a fricndly letter, 
informing them that we think it most advisable to drop correspondence 
with them, owing to the fact that White Liver Association did long since 
declare herself opposed to the doctrine of the two sceds as held by Daniel 
Parker; notwithstanding Lost River, Blue River, and Kel River Associa- 
tions have openad correspondence with Bethlehent Asssociation, which de- 
clares in her minutes that her articles of faith hold out the doctrine of twa 
seeds; and furthermore, the corresponding imessungers from Lost River 
and Wabash Associations (as we conceive) fully held out that doctrine 
from the stand at our Association, and how can two walk together unless 

sy be agreed. 
oe ithe next Association is to be held at Gilgal mecting house, 
Lawrence county, ten niles vorth-east from Bedford, commencing on 
the Bd Saturday in August, 1542, at 10 o'clock. 

{8th. Elder T. Oliphant preaches the Introductory Sermon. In case of 


failure, Elder G. Potter. 

19th. Pleasant Parks writes the Circular Letter. 

20th. Sectional meetings are lo be us follows: at Smyrna meeting house 
jn the first district, commencing Uhe first Saturday in dane, to lie: attended 
dy T. Oliphant and J. B. Vanimeter; at Salem in the third district, com 
mencing the fourth Saturday in October, to be attended by T’. Oliphant, L. 
_ L. Walden, H. Woody, and J. B, Burch; at Beech Creek in the fourth 
district, commencing the second Saturday in May, to be attended by H. 
Woody, LE. Chambers, G. Potter, and I. I. Walden. - 

Q1st ‘The Clerk is to superintend the printing of the minutes. l'o have 
500 copies printed—distribute 60 copies to each corresponding Asssocia- 
tion, and distribute the balance according to the money paid in, 

After a,friendly and affectionate interview, adjourned in peace. 

THOMAS OLIPHANT, Moderator. 


Preasantr Parxs, Clerk. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 





Dear. BRETHREN: ; 
Time has rolled its annual round when we are permitted to address you 


again in a circular form, upon some subject. As such we choose the fol- 
lowing: Naturaland Spiritual = og a Hl denied by some in our day, 
with respect to the Canonical Book or Scripture, and its contents. And first 
we will speak of the term Natural; by which we understand the natural 
state of any thing—constitution, disposition, &c. ‘Then respecting man, 
the work of inimitable skill, of which we have the following account: Bee 


. 
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Ist Cor, xe: AG, “Llowbeit that reas not first whieh is spiritual, but that 
which is natural; and afterward that which is  spiritual’’—indicating: the 
first and last Adam. Also, informing us (verse 45) “The first man Adam 
was made a living soul, and the last Adain was made a quickening spirit.” 
See Gen., ii: 7, “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a livin 

soul,” compared with John vs 21, ¢Moras the lather raiseth up the denc 
and quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.” From 
this we may learn the Father created the objects to be operated upon, also 
the spirit of his son to be the operator; and as the outward man have un- 
dergone no change in feature or shape, hutin pursuit, originating from the 
controling power of the will, influenced by the author of sin, namely, the 
devil, sin being graven on the haart, Jer., xvii: 1); and first enacted by a 
consent of the mind, or conceived thought, then appearing by acts of the 
meinbers of our bodies under such control, the Lord said unto Adam in the 
day thou catest thereof thou shalt surely dic ; that is a death in sin, deaf to 
God’s word and holiness and to the things of the spirit. ‘The eyes of the 
understuidinge have to be opened, the ears unstopped. the tonguo loosed, 
the heart changed by divine grace, which things the preacher cannot do. 
Nature cannot perform grace’s work—nature produces actions consonant 
to its power and sphere. See Eph., ii: 3, *Ye were by nature the ‘chil- 
dren of wrath, even as others.’’ Gal., iv: 8, “Howbeit then when ye knew 
not God ye did service to thém which by nature are no Gods, that is ido.s,”” 


ec. Nature, then, has its field, to.reve its path, to travel, its bounds to 
range. Nature is in view, we can see from day to day the things of nature 


—the trees, the birds and fishes, with the smallest reptile, are big with 
wonder [rom whence they came. But stop, my soul, and think; the fin- 
gers of inimicable skill have formed them—tney are but so many eyvi- 
dences of a God, and of His Almighty Power. Natural, then, in com- 
mon, is the offgpringg of notare—natural allvetions, Ge, But spiritual 
things are spiritually discerned ; we therefore believe them to be immate- 
rial, incorporal, relating to the things of heaven, Gc. Sve Ist Cor., ii: 14, 
“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness unto him; ncither can he know them because they are 
spiritually discerned.” The spirit of God must be employed in the opera- 
tion on our bearts, enlightening the understanding. And this we believe 
is the proper place of operation in a spiritual point of view ; the doctrine 
taught by our Lord to Nicodemns confirms the position. John, iii: 6, 
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
spirit is the spirit.’’ John iii: 7, “Marvel not that I said unto thee ye must 
be born again”? By this we sec the first birth being of the flesh which is 
corruptible, the second is being born again not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which Jiveth and abideth forever ; (Ist 
Pet., i: 23,) for which operation the word of God is sent forth into our 
heart, Abba, Father. We read also of spiritual wickedness in_ high 
places, manning pride in religion, &c.; also, spiritual Sodom and Egypt, 
whero our Lord was crucified, and spiritual blessings proceeding from 
God out of heaven, &e. ho word of God, then, has an address to our 
outward man so far as it relates to the things of nature, illustrating thereby 
spiritual things to our understanding, as In metaphors, similitudes, &c. 
But the spirit of God searches the hearts of men, and opens them so that 
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these things; the things we sce are temporal, but those not scen are cter- 


ee Seer nana eer Te ee 
nal. ‘Thus the law of the spirit of life m Christ Jesus makes free from the 3d. Elder ‘Thomas Oliphant chosen Moderator, and R. M. Parks 


: sir trust Clerk. i 
i rath. t us then guard against those who put their he ; ’ of t. 
dearof a Shit oie ek regeneration ‘yaptism, or any other form ; ich, Renae brethren of our faith and order invited to seats m 
in rar’ wuces ! cuine Cod, and do counci —_— 
: , efully converted, trust i the living God, an : ; aes 
Lapa so tal a 5 Chiat oan his commandments ; let us contend 5th. Newly constituted churches called for. 


Gth. Corresponding Letters called for. 
7th. Circular Letter called for, read and. received. 


Sth. Elders Oliphant, ‘linder and Robinson, to preach to-morrow, and E. 
Allen to close. , 

Oth. Took up the reqnest from Clilgal, requesting the Association to strike 
out the amendment to the LOun rule of decorum, which was nyreed to. 

10th. ‘'ook up the request from Bethabara, that the Association erase 
from her records all resolutions, test lines, and requisitions on the churches . 
whatever, other than their original covenant or constitution; believing that 
suflicient for her government, and anything else than that, we think derog- 
atory to the peace and happiness of individuals, churches, and the Associ- 
ation itself, Answered in the negative. 


for and believe the doctrine of the apostles, and guard against Jao 
“religion, Christianized. A knowledge of Christ and his may gis its 
es %- will do, and nothing less. Such was the case with Paul and the Jews, 
war with Peter, Cornelius, and the Gentiles. — In peneral terms, regeneration 
: js a work of Cod; he seeks his people, finds them, loves them, and —_ 
x. them with an everlasting salvation, without a oe — 
whereas the glory will redound to God in a w ah ks Att TANT 





— 11th. ''he Moderator, Clerk and P, Parks, 2 committee of arrange- 
Ge * A ments. 
ee a i 12th. Adjourned till Monday morning, 9 o’clock. 
13th. Monday morning 9 o’clock, the Association met according to ad- 
journment. 
14th, Arrangements called for, read and received. “. 
” 3 16th. ‘l'ook up the request from Richland, requesting the Association to 
MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, take into consideration her last years’s act, in dropping her ge 
GAL MEETING HOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, ON THE THIRD SATUR- so hastily; to which the Association answers as follows: Brethren sive 
nee Se re , pay in auoust, 1842. we led to ne ne we pursued in self-defence. Our constitution says, 
: slay ; seine persuaded of the proprict and utility ofa combination of churches 
Ist. ia aceon! eo was delivered by Elder ‘Thomas sis una of the ae faith and eer to ok and maintain a uniformity in the (aith, 
: from 2d Corinthians, Vv: «!. ‘+ Messen- and perpetuate union and communion amongst the churches. Now, 
ad. Letters from the following churches were read, and their Mes 


idi i : brethren, instead of violating our constitution, we were led to the necessity 
gers’ namcs enrolled, as exhibited on the following page ’ g , 





or 
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of dropping correspondence, to maintinin aud perpetuate our constitublion, 
for we have declared an unfellowship for the doctrine of the two seeds, as 
held by Daniel Parker, and their preachers preached it; we could refer 
ou to many instances where they have preached it, but we forbear. 

1Gth. Having understood that Smyrna, Beech Creek, and Bethlehem 
churches have declared an unfellowship with us for the above act, we 
therefore drop them out of our union. 

17th. The next’ Association to be held at Hebron meeting house, 
Monroe county ; commencing the third Saturday in August, 1813, at 10 o’- 
clock. * 

18th. Elder E. Allen to preach the next Introductory Sermon. In‘caso 
of failure, I’. Oliphant. 

19th, J. ‘I’. Hannah to write the next Circular Letter. 


20th. ‘The Clerk to superintend the printing of the Minutes, and have 


350 copies printed. 
After a friendly and affectionate interview, adjourned in peace. 
a THOMAS OLIPHANT, Moderator. 


Ronetr M. Panwa, Clerk. 





CIRCULAR LETTER. | 


Briovep BretureNn AND SisTLRs IN TIE Lorn: 

As your advisory counscl we present you a short treatise on a subject 
of vital importunce, viz: The doctrine of Atonement and Redemption. 
We find atonement the term in f[ebrew language ; which, translated, 1s 
Copher. Asa verb, it literally signifies to cover; as a noun, & covering 

enerally. Whenever the word occurs, something that has given serious 
offence, and produced a permanent state of variance between the parties, 


: js supposed ; and then, In relution to the party offended, it significs to pa- 


cify, to appease, to render him propitious.—Cen. xxxiit 20; Jizeleiel, xviz 
63, When applied to sin, it signifies tv cover, or lo expinte, atone, or male 
satisfaction for it-—Psalms, xxxi: 1; Levt. xvii 30, When the term 1s 


_ applied to the sinner himself, it implics his being covered or protected 
- from punishment, and is rendered a ransom or atonement for him.—Ex., 


xxi: 30; Ch., xxx: 12,15. ‘This appears to be the -plain, enforced mean- 
ing of the word Copher ; and the Greek version of the Old ‘Testament 
translated by the seventy, the same is translated Exiluskamai, which sig- 
nifies to render, propitious; hence the Apostle, who wrote in Greek, when 
referring to the death of Christ, made use of the very same terms which 
are applied to the legal sacrifices, in the septuagint version of the Old 
Testament; representing; the former, not only as a real sacrifice but as the 
truth and substance of all the sacrifices of the Levitical Law, and the only 
true and efficacious atonement for sin.—Heb. x: 1 to 19. 

The atonement, properly speaking, is a moral und not a commercial 
transaction. Crimes may be atoned for, but debts cannot be. Debts are 
transferable, but crimes are not; the former may. be mere accidents, but 
the latter enter into the essence of inoral character. If debts are assumed 
and pid by a third person, the first is of right acquitted from further obli- 
gation; but if atonement is oflered by a third person for crimes, and the 
atonement is accepted, the acquittal of the first from punishment is still an 


act of favor or grace, since tho criminal is no less personally deserving 


~~ 


€ 


-21; Hebrews, ix: 15; Romans, iii; 24 to 26, and v: 1 to-2l. 


~ 
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than before henee our justification before God, through the redemption of, 


. ia red hae sesnd . Se ; } 
Jesus Christ, is said to be freely by his grace, und according to the riches: 


of his grace.—Romans, iii: 21; Eph. i: 7 In cases where the party of 
fending is unable to make adequate atonement in his own person "an 
when the punishment could not be endured by him without ruinin him 
as is the case in all capital olfences, if the suffering of another be “ te 
in his stead, the atonement thus made by the substitute is esokeienil 
termed a vicurious atonement. ‘This is a case that rarely occurs in humar 


government; yet this is the case in relation to atonement by Christ—hp. 


was wounded for our transgressions ; he was bruised for our iniquitie 
the chastisement of our peace was laid upon him; and by his’ stripes a 
we healed.—Isaiah, 53. : 

As to the question whether the atonement is general or limited, isa rofl 
on which many good and pious Christians have split asunder; and jve 











think and are constrained to believe, is more the result of misunderstapd- 


ing ora misconception of the true intent and meaning of the words atqhe- 


ment and redemption; or perhaps cach one, looking too exclusively, to 
those aspects of doctrine which seem best to comport with their own gys- 
tems or notions of theology. In some respects the atonement is gengral, 
in others it is limited ; in respect to sufliciency, it is infinite; in respe¢t to 
its application in the final salvation of man, it is limited ; but in no respect 
is itindefinite. Atonement and redemption differ, as cause and effect /dif- 
fer; and it is from confounding those distinctions together, that the nost 
fundamental errors have crept in and been palmed on the world; iy the 
New ‘l'estament as well as the Old, the atonement is held forth ys the 
cause, ground work, and basis of reconciliation to God.—2d Cor., v/ 18 to 
This we 
see the word atonement 1s not to be confounded with that of rdemp- 
tion, as is frequently done. Between them there is a manifest and plain 





enn trent this ygrent subject with lucidness mud neeurncy. ‘They diller in 
object and design, and of course must be of a diflerent nature} First, 
they differ in object: Atonement is offered to God as its object; atonement 
is a sacrifice offered, redemption is a benefit bestowed. Secondly, they 
differ in design: The design of the atonement is to render God propitious 
as the Sovereign Ruler, and its end was that God might be’ jusi, and 
the justificr of them that believe in Jesus. And can we talk of limis to 
the value of such a sacrifice? Can we assign bounds to the\efficacy of 
such an expiation? Can we apply terms of measurement to the nature of 
such an atonement for sin. 

The Scriptures plainly teach that all men are accountable to God for 
their condnet, and by Him must be judged.—See Eccl., ‘xii: 13, 14; 2d 
Cor., vz 19; Rev., xx: 12, 13, 14, 15. And hence it appears beyond a 
contradiction that by virtue of the life; death, redemption and mediation 
of our Savior that all men must stand before God, in the great judgment 
day, to answer for the deeds done in the body and hear their doom; and 
the reason js obvious, because Christ tasted death for every man, in refer- 
since to the atonement in Elebrews, ii: 9; 2d Cor., vi 16; Ist Cor., xv: 22, 
23. Redemption in its very nature has an inseparable relation to & man as 
its object; and therefore it is limited—limited to the penitent—limited to 
all those pm have waded through the laver of regeneration and washed 


Wes, 
alia | 


difference; and no one, we think, without a perception of those differencés,: 
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their robes in Ute Ulaad of the Lamb. Redemption is net expudion for 
in, but the deliverance of men from sin, by means of such an expiation; 
aence Christ is said Ly his own blood to have obtained eternal redemption 
jor us.—Eleb., ix: 12.° Hence the word redemption is used for pardon, 
which is our actual deliverance from punishment.—Isph., i: 7; Col., i: 14. 
For sanctification, which is our actual deliverance from the dominion of 
tin.—Ist Vet.,i: 18; Jer., lix: 8O. lence it is clear in’ Seripture dan- 
guage that atonement and redemption are diflerent in their nature; and one 
tae cause and the other the effect—thce atonement the platform, the basis 
fiom whence redemption springs forth. ‘The redemption takes eflect by 
-changing the relation of the guilty towards God.—Rev., xiv: 4. The 
abnement was completely finished on the cross.—Dan., in: 24; John, xix: 
30, Redemption is in daily progressive operation, and will not be finished 
uniil the final consummation of all things.—Lph., iv: 80. ‘The doctrine 


. of jhe atonement as thus slated appears to ns to be leading truths of the 


_ of the cross, and of Christ crncilied.—Ist Cor., i: 17,24; Gal, v: 


Goijpel, and is styled by St. Paul, from its distinguishing facts, tie doctrine 
Il, and 
‘vis 2, 14.0 This is the erand pecaliariny of the Ceospel, whic was then a 
stumbling block to the Jews, and foolishness to the Greeks, and whieh in 
every age since have had to encounter the strongest opposition from the 
varitus prejudices of the human heart, it was indeed imbibed in its hum- 


_ ble and holy simplicity by the primitive believers; and were held fast in 


» 


we 


ra 


tae 


“tion universal, and having made it in every sense conditional, thereby de- 


its prrity and glory hy the Waldenses, or the true Church, whilst the 
Mother of [Jarlots was reveling in midnight darkness of a professed but 
prostituted Gospel. ‘To conclude this short but important letter of love, 
we sa} crroneous systems of religion originate chiefly in wrong views of 
the atopement. ”:Papists add human merit to Christ, and as if this was not 
sufficient superadded penance and purgatory; thus falsifying the words of 
_him who said on the cross “it is finished.’? Armenians regarding redemp- 


nying the doctrine of gratuitous clection. Now, dear brethren and sisters, 
prove yourselves to he as watchful as the noble Bereans were—search the 


* Scriptures and sce if these things are so, that yon may bé able lo shun the 


rocks and cliffs of eternal justification and Antinomianism on one hand, 
and the bogs ind quicksands of Armenianism on the other, for we read, 
straight is the gate and narrow is the way that leads to eternal Jife, and 
may the God of all grace guide and.direct us all in that straight and narrow 
wayis the prayer of yours in Gospel bonds. P. PARKS, 


PO ACRED obese 


MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 


HELD AT HEURON MEETING HOUSE, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA} COMMENCING ON 
TUE THIRD SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 18-13. ’ 


Ist. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder I. Aen, from 
Heb., xii : 28. 

2d. Letters from the following churches were read, and their Mcssen- 
gers’ names enrolled, as exhibited on the following page. 
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Thomas Oliphant chosen Moderator, and Erie “Woolery 











“$d. Elder 
Clerk. 
4th. Newly constituted churches called for. 
Little lock. : 
bth. Circular Letter called for, read and received, .f 
6th. Elders Potter, Allen, and Oliphant, to preach to-morrow. © i‘. 
7th. The Moderator and Clerk, appointed a committee ofarrange- 
ments for Monday. 7 =f 
8th. Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock. 


Received a letter from 


Mh. Monday morning, 10 o'clock. “Nhe Association met according’ to . - 


appoimunent, : 

10th. Arrangements called for, read and received. 

11th. Took up the request from Hebron, requesting the Association to 
withdraw from any church in her union that lave reccived members on 
baptism administered contrary to Gospel order since the charge given by 
the Association. “gs 

12th. We exclude Bethabara church from our union fur receiving mem- 
bers baptised as we think contrary to Ctospel order, and withdrawing from 
us. 

13th. The next Association to be held at Prairie Creek mecting house, 
in ge county ; commencing the third Saturday in August, 1844, at 10 o’- 
clock. 

lth. Elder G. Potter to preach the next Introductory Sermon. In case 
of failure, J.‘T. Hannah, . ; 

15th. ‘I’, Oliphant to write the next Circular Letter, 

16th. The Clerk to superintend the printing of the Minutes, and have 
300 copies printed. 

After a friendly and affectionate interview, adjourned in pence. 

THOMAS OLIPHANT, Modcrator.. 
Enize Wootzry, Clerk. oy 
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According to our common ‘practice, you will expect a circular to accom- 
pany our minutes. As,such’ we present an address on the subject of Deal- 
ing with Offending Members in Brotherly Love. And this being well un- 
derstood and rightly practised, we belicve would greatly tend to the happi- 
nessof cach other and tothe churches in general. Whe blessed Savior has 
f. Ane so pluin u rule for dealing with a trespassing brother, that it is in- 

ecd strange that a Christian with his Bible in his hand should mistake 
his meaning when he plainly says, “If thy brother trespass against thee, 

go tell him his fault between him and thee alone, &c.’’—Mat., xvii: 15. 

But how often do we sce church members pursue a course so different from 
* this, as tho’ they were not the characters addressed; for we sometimes see 

brethren come to the church and «relate reports and grievances against 

their brethren without first using any endeavor whatever to reclaim them. 
“Well an inquiry rises with the church, what course shall we pursue? And 
oné gives an opinion and another opposes it, and the minds of-some arc.. 
‘confused ‘and they hardly know what course to pursue. But perhaps a 
. ‘uy of trial is set, and members appointed to nouly the offender to nppon 
x’ before the church. Now itis soon noised* abroad through the world, that 
there is to be a trial in the church on such a day, and agéneral talk is start- 
ed, and the enemies of Christ and his people rally their«forces, and the 
tongue of slander so busy in every country, sweils the report as big as they 
dare do, and some.of the brethren get their minds “affected so that they 
hardly know how to bear with the wrong conduct, ¢fi-their brother. Finai- 
ly, the trial, so called; comes on ; and. perhaps -one-half, or more, of the 
reports originated from misunderstanding, and the poor brother, who, 
through weakness, had erred or stepped aside, becomes wounded; and, as 
saith the Apostle, “That which is lame is turned out of the way’’—Heb., 

xii: 13. Allthis perhaps for want of » few words of reproof, spoken in 

the spirit of meckness and love, in duc season. 1 
It is evident that the general object in dealing with" offending members, 
isto veclaim them from the error of their way.. Jesus illustrated this in 
in: )t»ble of the sheep that went astray and the owner-.making particu- 

In, +, th for it, and rejoicing, when he found it.—Mat., xviii: 12. “Take 

leony ronrselvesif thy brother trespass nguinst thee, rebuke him; if he 
«#2 nim.’’—Luke, xvii: 3. “He that coveteth transgression, 
'y,o; buthe that repeateth a matter separateth very friends. A 
‘s.f Gaur 2th more into a wise man than a hundred stripes into a fool.” 
2, 10.. “Be kindly aflectioned one to another with brotherly 

xii: 10. “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye; 
: .iviiual restore such a one in the spirit of meckness; con- 
av tliyscl.,.ies' thou, also, be tempted. Bear ye one another’s bur- 
“\ go fu.8il the law of Christ.’"—Gal., vi: 1, 2. 
Fa wight repeat many texts of Scripture on this subject. But to be 
sriof, the very spirit of religion is a spirit of forbearance; yea, it is a 
aving and forgiving spirit,;and if we desire to be cupable of having com- 
yutton upon an unfortunate brother who has gone astray, we should con- 
sider first what our feelings would be were we in a like condition with him; 
and in almost every instance we would_rather a faithful brother would con- 
verse with us, that we might have an opportunity of showing the cause 
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WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION. $5 
why we had done so; yea, reflect for a moment how unwilling we are to 
have our fiults reenpitulnted in ourabsence, bosides this the blessed etlver 
of the labor of love is, it often brings home to the’mind a heartfelt’ sorrow 
for our sin, as the words of Nathan did to” David.—2d Samuel, xii: 13.° 
And we give it as our view of gospel discipline, that'every case of offend- 
ing members that is worth attending to, should be attended to as the Lord 
directs in the 18th of Matthew, and that the direziion given there is no- 
where countertuanded in the Seriptures. : 

But an inquiry may arise here. Suppose a brother transgresses openly, 
so that all the church becomes aggrieved with him,shall cach member sep- 
arately tell him of his fault? We will answer in the words of a certain 
writer, “Ele that first shows me my wrong is my best friend;’’ and let that 
brother counsel the offender to go to the church and remove the reproach, 
and if he fails or refuses so to do the way is open, “Let him take one or 
two more,” &c. But does not the Apostle, in the Sth chapter 1st Corinthi- 


ans, counsel the church to act upon common report; nay, ‘he saith, “‘It‘is 


‘reported commonly that there is fornication among you,” &c. - He -further 


goés,on to speak of it as a matter that really did exist,’and tells them what . 
thoy shoukll do owith them that had so done this’ deed. 
we cannot perceive that he in the least gives liberty todepurt from the rule 
laid down by the Lord as above named. He only shows here that that 


person that was guilty of such scandalous iacest or fornicationswhercthe 


church was gathered together andthe spirit and power,of the: Lofd--was 
with them, that they should exclude the guilty person, or deliver*him: to” 
Satin, as the word is. Again: Paul to ‘Timothy, Sth chhpter 20th verse, 
“Them that sin, rebuke -Qcfore all, that others also may fear.” ¢Dhis text 
we know is often referred: to, to prove that the church should -hivegliberty., 
to take up charges against their members without first proceeding*accord- ~~ 
ing to the directions of Christ as before named.- But ‘ie’ think it fails to 
male it appear, for the Apostle here was addressing ‘a Bishop or Elder, 
and giving him a charygo to rebuleo them that sinned; aus Paut did Elymas 
the sorcerer, (Acts, xill: 8, 10,) or as Peter did the man that offered him % 
money to buy the power of bestowing the gift of the Holy Ghost, or as 
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the blessed Jesus did often rebuke the Pharisees and Sadducees, &c. 3 +). 


O how blessed is that religion that proceeds from the‘ fountain of light 
and love, and is marked in all its steps with forgiveness, tenderness and 
love, that which leads its votarics to say like David of old, “Deal tenderly 
with the young man Absolem,”’ or as Joseph, the supposed father of Jesus, 
when he thought Mary, his espoused wife, had been guilly*of p great 


ple, was minded to put her away privily,’ &c.—Mat.,i: 19. Yes, the 
very nature of true charity and Christianit,. is to hide the faults. of our 
brethren instead of rehearsing them in public. © when will mankind 
learn that God is love, and he that secks happiness consistent with the 
good, of others, is the only character that ever shall find it. . ce 
Now, dear brethren, when we call to mind past difficulties and divisions 
in the churches, can we not trace a larger portion of them toa lack in at- 
tending to the strict disciplino: of the Gospel in dealing with offendors. 
Hence we often ear it observed, that the least matters produces tho great- 
est difficulties in churches;: and it is true, very small wounds often mens 
the most serious difficulties in nature by being badly treated, Even smal 
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things cast inty the church without first carefully attending to Christ's direc- 
tions, often produce preut.confusion; and the spirit of partyisin, contention, 
and strife, arises, and the';veak Christian, comparable to the lambs of the 
fold, when the chilling blast of December's storm sweeps over the land, 
the feeble lambs with their benumbed limbs, are seen hiding behind the 
broken wall fora defence from the howling storm. But O, when the sweet 
spiritof, brotherly love prevails, itimay be compared to the gentle summer 
breeze, that walls over the fields, delighting all the sensitive faculties of 
man. Brethren, consider these things, and sony the Lord give thee under- 
standing. 

And may the Ciod of all grace guide us and | you by his unerring word 
and spirit in the way of peace, that we may be saved in his kingdom, 
where sorrow and trouble no more cone is the prayer of 

, s ours in Gospel bonds, 


JOSEPH 'T, HANNATI. 


N: B.—Woheress, T. N. Robinson having pursued a different course to 
what we think to be Paptist order, in receiving excluded members of other 
churches inthe Asractition, witheut Chet sisal ieage nelnowledpienta or 
satisfaction to the church from which they were excluded; also, for re- 
ceiving members on Dunkard and Campbellite baptism in the churcheshe 
attends, which we think govs to cause divisions ; we Uicrefore, as an Asso- 
ciation, declare ugainst such conduct, and advise the churches in our union 
to be coutious of him. ‘ 
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‘ MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 

HELD ar PRAIRIE CREEK MEETING HOUSE, DAVIESS COUNTY, ON THE THIRD SATUR- 
DAY IN AuGusT, 1844. 


Ist. The Introductory Scrmon was delivered by Bilder G. Potter, from 


Rothans, i: 16. 
'Qd. Letters:from the following churches were read, and their messen- 


gers’ names enrolled, .as exhibited on the following page. 


v 
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Churches. Messengers. oe 213] 
I3l2 d(e 
glz(glsis 
Tee Ee Se ae : val oh ad 
Indian Creck,.. JG. Porter, J. Inman, S. Griflin, Fh. White,.....-. H ol, held 3) 63 
Guthrie's Creck, . J. Gorm. J.T. Banyan, a. Dodd, 2.04 ntcsccennese | ! i) i 


Gilyal, .........Wacob Woolery, J. Todd, Eric Woolery, 1. Mitel | 


OU cece enc ccerewces ee tence eee 


Spring Creek,.. iJ. Potter, is DHCP OR « a: ¢:3:2204) piRama;s wwe RueNR ATER 

flebron, ebaios cK On. nant, A. Carmichacl, J. W. Laws, J Pen. 
ENUIN @ (a aia Ganion neta ddl nee | eMigeaei ae 7 41 

Richland,....... I. Bircham, UL. Staleup, pale Five eaamiees se ww ‘I. 

Prairie Ureek, . JAR. Antes, T Jdwards, J. Nnnnl[y jor cscs oaveet 

Salem,... 0.60006 J. B. Vayaerern, J. Was goner, S. fuman, D. Dun. 
can, 1 W, Giawsen, 

Littl: Flock, ....JA. Tace, M. Bray, kup eincatans clavamincola ess 

Dewitt's Creek. J. Osburn, I. Crawford, 

Pit Tel itcis Pa NOM news cemarareineremee wavewle aawrsonce 

Concord, ......../U, Owens, Wo dJewel, ... 6.00 iannikess See-- 






3d. Elder Thomas Oliphant chosen Modderitor, - cand, “EriesWoolery*: ae 


Clerk. 
4th. Vhree newly constituted churclics mesived, namely:;? Devil” 


Creek, Lawrence county f and Picasant Ridge and Concord in Greene:cou z 
ty, anid their messengcrs’ names enrolled, as appears in the the table, ‘and . 
they invited to seats. 

Sth. Reecived a letter from Enon Association, epee correspondence, 
Which was postponed till Monediy, 

Gth. Circular letter called for, read, and we agree to adopt the following & 
as our circular, written for the Fishing River Association. uh 
7th. Elders Thos. Oliphant, E. Allen, and Gideon Potte, to preach to- 
inorrow, and J, ‘I’. Hannah toclose. Worship to commence at 10 o'clock, 

A.M. 


Sth, ‘The Moderator and Clerk appointed a committee, of arrangements. 


Oth. Adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o'clock, at! 
10th, Monday morning, 9 o'clock. ‘I'he Association met according to 
eppointment. 


T1th. Arrangements called for, read and received. 

12th. ‘Took up the request from Boon Association, Wishing correspon- 
dence, and we cere to write them a friendly letter, ‘and ines usengers™ ap- 
pointed to bear the sameand visit them at their next Association, viz! El: 
ders J. Cole, E. Allen, and Brother J. W. Lainb. Then, if thought'adyis- 
sable, to open acorrespondence with said Association; if not thought So, 
to postpone it till further consideration. 

th. We exclude Bethel church from our union for receiving anihaite 
baptised as we think contrary to Gospel order, und in witha caning from 
us. * . 
14th. Tho next Association is to be held at Guthrie’s Creok mesting 
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house, Juckson county, commencing on the Jd Saturday in August, 1b... 
at 10 o'clock. 


{S5th. Elder T. Oliphant preaches the Introductory Sermon. In case of 


failure, Elder E. Allen. - ; 
16th. Elder E. Allen writes the Circular Letter. ; 
Qist The Clerk is to superintend the printing of the minutes. ‘T'o have 
400 copies printed. 
After a friendly and affectionate interview, adjourned in peace. 
} THOMAS OLIPHANT’, Moderator. 
- Ere Woorrry, Clerk. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 
Briovey Barruken: 

Wishing you health and salvation, and if anything more loving and 
charming can be expressed from the bowels of the Christian religion, we 
cive all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation. ‘The great 
Shepherd has been very mindful of his sheep many years past; and al- 
though they have been persecuted and to death in almost every age for 
1800 years, yet he who controls the destiny of muanand nations, fins Gurncd 
it all to the furtherance of the Gospel of Christ; and the establishment of 
that Kingdom which is never to end. ‘The Baptists have been the suflerers 
in.every age, whether they have been known by the name of Novatians, 
Paterines, Burgundians, Patrobrusians, Lollards, Waldenses, Albigens, or 
Baptists; yet they hve stood firm under the banner of their Icing, uni- 
formly maintaining the laws laid down in the Old and New ‘lestaments as 
the only rule of their faith and practice; and anything else introduced is a 
usurpation of authority, and a direct insult to the King himself. ‘The car- 
rying out of the principles as laid down the text, hath subjected the 
church to persecution in every age, either by word, law or sword, and 
sometimes by wl, aut the foundation standeth sure having, this send, Ube 
Lord knoweth them that are his. 

We have'lrer‘acknoWwledged faith in the article placed above, and what- 
ever is not found-revealed in the Old and New Testaments, is nother faith 
"nor her practice. This article is found in all*Baptist confessions, yet there 
is none more egregiously violated or trampled under foot. It nevertheless 
is the standard of holiness, and no subject Jins the liberty of departing 
therefrom, without.incurring the displeasure of the Lawgiver, and becom- 
ing offensive to his real subjécts. , But, we proceed to the analogy of the 
subject of missions. “The 17th century was an age of missionary prom- 
ise. The-18th century began to fill that promise. ‘The 19th is called the 
age of missionary enterprise. The union of all Christians for this object 
is‘to become universal, its presence has talon the rank of a new power. 


The Swiss in ‘1556 sent out a few missionaries, and in 1559 the King of 


Sweden sent out more. ‘l'here were some others, together with the Span- 


iards and Portuguese; all of which, however, were so far from,the spirit of 


the New Testamant, that we think it unnecessary to say anything about 
thein.—Cireat com. Harris. by Bap. Adv., Vol. 4 No. 10. The first moni- 
ed‘missionary establishinent we can find, was catublished by Gregory, Ure 
Pope of Rome, in 1662, and called.the congregation for propagating the 
faith.—Enclp.. Buck’s Dic. Baptist Advocate. It had, like our missionary 
systems among the Protestants, an incredible number of donors, rich and 
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emulous to excel in the greatest gifts, and was expanded by Urban VIII 
and by this congregation's money a vast number of imissionaries were wi. 
ucated and sent to the remotest parts of the earth, among the most bar- 
barous heathen. In India, China, and Japan, many thousands of these 
were won over by the artful Jesuits and Monks, to embrace the Roman 
Catholic faith. ‘l'hese missionaries soon began to tamper with civil gov- 
ernment, as hath been their uniform practice, and here the system will be 
consummated nmongy Protestants sovuner or later unless it is thwarted by 
some action of Providence or of grace. 

The Catholics have their missionaries now in almost all the world, in 
North and South America, in Canada, and nearly all Indian tribes, South 
and West, many millions of dollars have been and still are expdnded for 
the propagation of their faith. Now considering the difference between 
Catholics and Protestants, in doctrine and practice, is it not strange that 
Protestants (some of them) should be apeing after Catholic fushions ; but 
we are imitable beings, hence Protestants have borrowed this system from 
their neighbors, and if there is any glory in it the Catholics are certainly 
entitled to it. 

2d. Tho Moravinus in (70, sent out their missionaries in Greenland, St 
Croix, the Indians of North America, the slaves in the South, and else- 
where, but they being small in numbers can.only appropriate between $50,- 
000 and $100,000 yearly to the -prosccution of the system.—Buck’s Dic. 
Enclp. Recorder, &c. tile "He he « 

3d, The “English mission” establishment. The first we can find upon 
record was established in 1792, callod the Baptist Missionary Society. Mr, 
Harris and other missionary writers say this was the first. The London 
Missionary Society was founded in 1795, on the principle of embracing all 
denominations. In 1796 the Edinburg Missionary Society was formed, . 
and in 1801, arose:the Church Missionary Society. In 1808, a society was . 
organized to carry the Gospel to the Jews. In 1816, there was a Seminary 
formed to male missionary preachers at Buzel. ‘Lhe same year the Evans 
gelical Society was formed, &c., &c. A late missionary writer informs us 
that there are now between 3,000 and 4,000 societies originating from, and . 
are either independent of, or tributary to, these as the original roots.—Po- 
lemic discussions between a Baptist and a Pedo-Baptist on the origin of 
missions, Bap. Ady. Vol. 4, No, 10, Great Com. by Harris, Rippon’s Rer 
gister, Gc. 

4th, and lastly. American missions. Mr. Kirk, of England, says in ref- 
erence to the connection between English and American missions, that 
Fuller and Carey laid the foundation thereof in America. Mr. Harris 
says it was not till the inspiring accounts of Carey, Vanderkemp, and Bu- 
chanan became circulated that American picty became divinely awakened’ 


. to its claims ; with that awakening the names of Judson, Rice, Mills, and 


others, stand vitally connected. On these youthful students the missiona- 
ry — had eminently rested, and that while they were at school studying 
theology, they were accustomed to pour out their prayers behind. a td 
stack which was near the college, and there behind this stack, they called 
down a missionary spirit from heaven which has proved the glory of our 
country.—Bap. Adv. Vol. 2, No.4. Question: Lf theso young students 
called down the missionary spirit from heaven was it ever in the church of 
Christ — Among the first establishments in the United States, was 
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the American Board of Cumiissioners for Foreign Missions, which was 
established in 1810. This, in 1813, sent out Judson, Rice, Nott, Newel, 
and Hall. After they left the American shore, Judson and Rice became 
baptised. Rice soon returned to the United States, and stirred up a spirit 
of inissions among the Baptists. In twelve months he travelled, preached 
and made collections to the amount of $5,413, (Am. Rep. page 125,) and 
spent in the sune Lime $1,963, same report. But as there are many Bap- 
tists who know all about Mr. Itice and his operations, we need only refer 
them to the Boston Rec. and ‘Taylor on Missions. 
«- Since 1910, there has come into existence, American Board for Mis- 
sions, Baptist Flome Missionary Society, Baptist Bible Society, American 
Sunday School Union with scores of tributary stremims, American ‘Temper- 
ance Socicties with a rust vuriely of branches, American ‘Tract Society 
with many limbs to the general stock, Penny Socicty, Mite Society, Doll 
- Society, Pin-cushion Socicty, fancy articles for religious fairs, &c., &e. A 


Jate missionary writer says there arc of these socictics between 1,200 and 


2,000 In the United States. 
Aguin: She Duplists lave (wo bistitutions purely theoloyrical, to eduente - 
young men for the ministry, 5 Colleges, 12 lustitutions of n mixed charac- 
ter, (literary and theological.) Irom these Institutions there are turned off 
yearly a number of preachers who go out hunting wealthy churches, of 
which they have never contributed'any labor in Duilding up, expecting to 
get $300, $500, or $1,000 per year to preach to.—Chris. Intel. 297. Of 
their preachers we will refer to one case only of ordination and sending 
out. On the 11th of June, in Utica, N. Yy., the Rev. J, Wade and his 
consort were set apart as missionaries to the Burman empire, by a commit- 
tee of the Board of Managers of the Baptist Gencral Convention ; sermon 
« by Rev. N. Kindrick, from 2d Simothy—“Therefore I endure all things, 
&c.” Rev. A. Bennett Jed in offering up the consccraling, prayer. Rev. 
D. Luscall gave Mr. Wade an appropriate churges and Rev. J. W. Clarle 
ave him the right hand of fellowship, with the charge that lie should go 
to the heathen. Rev. J. Peck addressed Mrs. Wade, Rev. ye. Galusha 
ave the right hand of fellowship, &c. Services were performed in Rev. 
Mr. Atkin’s meeting house, the day was fine, and a collection of $86 23 
was taken on the spot. Mr. Wade is a young man, he received his class- 
ical and theological education at Hamilton Seminary ; Mrs. Wade is of a 
respectable family, &c., Now let us transpose the first four verses of Acts 
13, to-wit: On the 11th of June, A. D. 44, Rev. 8. Paul and J. Barnabas 
were sct apart as missionaries to Scleucius and Cyprus, by a committee of 
the Board of Managers of the Bap. Gen. Con., met in the city of Antioch. 


Sermon on the occusion by Rene Ue from Isaiah, “The Isles shall 
wait for his law.’ lev. Lucius of Cyrene offered the consccrating 
prayer. tev. Mancan gave Rev. Paul and Rev. Barnabas an appropriate 


charge, and Rev. John Mark gave them the right hand of fellowship. Rev. 
Lucius concluded by prayer. Services were performed in Rev. 8. Niger’s 
meeting house, the day was finc, and a collection of $86 23 was taken on 
the spot. She tev. S. Paul is a young mans’ native of the cily of Tarsus; 
he reccived his classical and theologica education at the theological sem- 
inary at Jerusalem, &c. Now, the imperishable motto of all true and real 
Baptists is the article placed at the head of this letter, “The Scriptures aro 
the infallible rule of our faith and practice.” Now Ict us apply it to this 


oe 
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cnse: Acts, xiii: 1, 2, 8, and 4, renc ‘ rye were i 
(nol convention) that was at [hil gen tn eg Doct cat ee ss 
Barnabas and Simcon, that were called Niger and Lucius of C: rene, eal 
Manean, which had been brought up with Herod the Tetrach aa Saul 
As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Lloly Ghost said separsite 
a act rae the _ pce I have called them, and 
: } asted nnd prayed, and lai sur 
i pend so they being cn forth by Nie tial: Eilat a ys 
oo they departed unto Selucia, and from thence they sailed to 
Now it seems to us that any one can sce the difference between these 
= that = calls, qualifies and sends out, and thase who are made’ 
seminarios ane conventions. Tut wow Tet ws sery iff: 
starting and being on a missionary tour. Play eae Be pe aren - 
expended in outlits, &e.,! like ministers of State, money to carry them mi 
ee honey pay after they get there. Mr. Robertson got $840 per year; 
= om al at clukdren, got $960 per year.—Ch. Adv. pp. 22 and 
y one example out of hundreds of cases. Let us ex- 
tania one testimony on this point. Vail, yer were very Inborious, suc 
cessful, and in the present age you are represented as being a great mia- 
sionary preacher; yes sir, you are held up to view as a model of mission- 
aries. Paul, how long were you preaching? About 30 years Well, i 
Se ell, if 
you got $960 per ycar, you made $28,800. O, I never got so much Why? , 
were you nol as influential, successful and laborious as our modern ‘th a 
sionarics? 1 will answer, just Jook in the 11th chapter of i Derimhianess” 
and you will sec my response—how much I obtained, and what sort of pa re 
it was. You will further see that I there laid down a discriminatin “lke 5 
between true and false teachers, and yet these false teachers were pen “ 
though they brought these brethren into bondage, devoured them,. took of" 
a ath pee Happen clipe Pscaeree &c., and yet’ they were 
cred gh F o the point. ell, in die is $2 
abundant in labors. In stripes above measure, bf ens wun oie “we 
in deaths often, of the Jews five times received one hundred ind «fo ty “ 
stripes save one, thrice I was beaten with rods, once was I ‘stoned, thri . rs 
suflered shipwreck, a day and a night have I been in the dee ‘tn fon i 
ing often, in perils by water, in perils by robbers by mine cra : oe 
men, in porils by tho heathens, in perils in the city, in perils in thie wither 
ness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren, in weariness and 
painfulness, in watching often, in hunger and.thirst, in fasting often, in cold 
nakedness, &c., If it must needs glory I will glory in the things that con- 
cern my infirmities, I glory not in thousands of dollars, honor, ease. or ° 
grandeur; no, nothing savo in the cross of our Lord and Master Yet it ned 
better for me to dic than any should stop me of this glorying for this Lon 
willing to sufler the loss of all things and endure infirmities;? re cot i 
necessitics, persecutions, stripes, and the loss of life itself, for ny of 
the cross of the blessed Redeemer. Here, then, is a strict compendium of 
en s pay for preaching that Gospel that brings life and: immiortality to 
ight. Paul labored not only in Judea and Jerusalem, but almosti ie 
where—he sought to go where Christ never had been preached and finally 
laid. down his life for the honor of the Lord Jesus. Come here mateelatie- 
ries, here is a fair example of sufferings and of. disinterestedness fer the 
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glory of God and the sulyation of the heathen, But lo proceed. Vhosé 
who get membership in some of the socicties aforesaid, buy it with moncy 
—the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions is composed of Associations and 
other religious bodics. An individual can obtain membership by paying 
$100 yearly, and $100 more entitles him to another vote (see their Consti- 
tujion.)° Again, $1 per ycar entitles one to yearly membership in the Trace 
Socicty, $10 at one time makes them members for life, $26 inakes them 
directors for life (2d art. Con.) oe The Protestant Ch. Mis. Society, 
$3 for yearly membership, $30 for life membership, $50 for Clergymen, 
and $100 for any other person, makes them patrons (for life. ‘I'hese two or 
three examples may stand to represent a great many others. Again: The 
following is very general, $100 is offered for two of the hest-tracts present- 
ed, 4 puges nei to be left to the decision of the managers of the society. 
Bap. Ady., Vol. 4, No. 11. Again: Another prize tract of $2650; twenty- 
seven Writers start for the prize, but Mr. obtains it. Brethren, what 
do you call this under the mask of religion? We forbear to give ita name. 
Again: There are a great many printing presses and harids to carry out 
this system, ngenty are sent out through all die length and breadth of the 
Jand, making collections of money even in this extremity of the western 
world, they are going to and fro soliciting money or subscription and ma- 
king thereby $400 or $500 for themselves yearly. Do you ask what are all 
these societies formed for? what are all these presses at? why are all these 
agents employed? or why such a great number of preachers, agents and 
colporteurs, scattered throughout the government? ‘I'he Advocate, Herald, 
Cross, and all the missionary papers answer, “for the conversion of the 
world, the whole world.’? Fishback, in his late essays, has made a neat 
calculation that with the energies of the church rightly employed, (that is 
the wealth and talents) the world can be converted in 34 years. A late 
missionary paper has the following: ‘“Question—By what means shall the 
existing generation bo converted? Auswer—Dy the preaching of the press 
and colporteurs. Colporteurs! well, who are they? ‘hey ure aset of men 
appointed to visit every family in a given district, to sell tracts and make 
missionary impressions. Ele will visit about 5,000 families and sell 4,000 
tracts per year.—Bap. Adv. Vol. No. 4. Now wecannot help but believe 
that the whale superstructure is based on mig for plain and obvious 
reasons; that if the money were taken away, the seminary doors would 
close, the press would stop, coliorteurs would cease, the preacher's trum- 
pet would no longer abil Presidents, Vice Presidents, Managers, Sec- 
retaries, Auditors, Comptrollors, &c.,:.would all come to an end, and cease 
forever; then, and not till then, will!the church of God have rest and 
peace. She now seems to be under a cloud; yea itis a dark and cloudy 
day, may the sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings. Are 
we mistaken here? We think not. ; ; ; 
We now inquire, when did religion stand most in necd of this monied 
facility? Now, when religion has got a fast hold on several of the strong- 
est nations of the earth, and is popular with most nations, and hath its 
thousands and tens of thousands of strong advocates in every land; or 
when it had but a few, poor, illiterate fishermen for its advocates, and who 
were held in utter contempt and derision, and treated as the offscourings of 
all things by every nation, kingdom, and empire then in the world. Why, 
everybody will say, this was the time to throw in our thousands and mill- 


? 
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ions of dollars. We ask, was itdone? Look into the chart and map of 
the Apostolic career, and see whether there were thousands or even lune 
dreds attached to the ministry of John the Baptist, Matthew, Mark, Paul, 
‘Peter or any of the Prophets or Apostles; you know there was not.. We 
proceed to show you that moncy is the hinge on which missionism turns, 
premising that the following amount is only a portion of whatis yearly col- 
Jected to carry out the system—though we could not get the Inst reports, 
which probably would Jinve swelled the amount considerably. In 1B. C. 
Morse’s scrmon, delivered at Salem Association, he says the probable 
amount is two millions and a half, Gc. 





West. For, Miss. So., Chiris. Int. |[Jing. Bap. So, - --- - 53,666 
Vol. 8, No. 4, - - - - $29,329]/ Am. S. S. Un. Bap Ad. 65,597 
Am. 13, So. Chr. Int. Vol. Society for promoting . 
8,No. 3, 222 -2-% 101,578 Cliris. Knowledge, - 228,466 
Lon. Miss. So., Miss. Moravian Missions, - - - 50,000 
Mag., p. 47, ----- 234,180 |} London S. S. Union, - - 23,567 
Eng. Lid. So. for propaga- Meth. Miss. So. expend 
peatinge thea Gos., ann’ for TRS, & & so sw ove I7,H87 
Incume, Bos. Lee, - - 263,080 ]{ Lrish uptist Society, - - 13,000 
Westly Miss. So., do do 119,360]] Church Fund Society, - 4,000 
So. Un. Brethren, do do 32,000]} Book So. for rel. knowl., 5,560 
Am. Tr. Soc., Mis. Mag., West. Home (Meth) - - 13,087 
p. 189, -------- 01,732 |! Bap, Home Miss. So., An-' ~ . 
Church Miss. So., Bos. nual Report, p. 37, - - 12,911 * 
Rec., --------- 146,884 |] Am. Board of Com. for , 
Brit. & For. B. So. Bos. For. Miss., last 11 mos.- . 
Ree., -s2<2s-<e6 460,884 up to July, 1842, - - - 300,000 
Bap. T'r. So., Miss. Mag. 10,264 
Am, & For. B. So., do 08,714 Total, - - - $2,358,512 


Lon. ‘I'v, So. Bos, Ree. -  Ad,000 


“ Here then is $2,358,512 annually. It is generally supposed that the 
Apostolic ministry from Jolin the Baptist until St. John died at Ephesus, 
comprehended about 66 years. Now multiply the amount by the time, 
and it makes $155,661,792, which would have been extended by the Apos- 
tles, had they proceeded on the same ground of modern missionarics. It 
must be apparent lo every oue that moncy is tho great impetus that gives 
life and motion to this system. ‘ Now in contradistinction to this system, 
the Apostle demonstrates that salvation is based on the sovereign grace of 
God, exhibited in the life, suffering, death, resurrection, atonement, ascen- 
sion, and mediation of Christ, naplied by the effectual, unfrustrable and 
sovercign influence of the TIoly Ghost. Question—What goes with all 
these millions of dollars? If you will look in missionary papers you will 
see that it goes to pay missionary preachers, professors of divinity, secre- 
taries, &c., to the number of many thousands, all of whom are supported 
by the several streams that let into the gencral fountain, and the poor hea- 
then who is the pretext of all this collection gets a very inconsiderable 
portion of it, Many prenchers get from $100 to $1,200 per year.” Somo 
professors have got, and perhaps still get, $2,500 per year.—Chris. Adv. p. 
72, Itis said by the same Advocate that Mr. Carey, who is considered the 
Apostle of Missionism, part of his time got $6,000 per year. Question— 
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Did John, Marie, Lulce, Deter, Jarnabas, or Paul, ever share sucha vleery 
loaf as this?’ Again: In Jamaica the mission system Js bused - what 
they call the “leader system;’’ one of these told Mr. Weston, “ TF a 
missionary, that he had baptised about 4,000 members, but that he ‘ ie 
know that any of them were Christians; cach and all of them liac — 
tickets, for which they have to pay 124 cents apiece. Mr, Reed upon oe 
entrance upon this mission found a church of 900 members, and after due 
examination rejected all but 15. ‘I'hese leaders do all the work of conver- 
sion—the converts exchange tickets every four weeks,: making 13 months 
per year, and the missionaries make thereby $500 per month or $6,500 per 
year, for which they lo not account to the Board which sends them over. 
The plate, equipage, sumptions fare, would astonish, &c.—See J. Wes- 
ton’s Missionary Report from Jamaica, published in the Christinn Reflec- 
tor. ‘Lhis same writer says, “They riot on the me of the souls of their 
people, and then, wiping their mouths, say we have: done no wickedness. 
Is this language too severe? These vast sums are given by the poor un- 
suspecting people, with the confident expectation of gaining an admittance 
to heaven therewith. 'J‘he missionaries know this—what then can I say 
less.” ‘hese are his words, verbiutine. ; 
Again: ‘lhe sending of the Gospel is said to be the great bone of con- 
tention, but it is not. Itis the anti-Scriptural means employed to eflect 
the end. The word of God is the infallible rule of our faith and practice. 
The case of Peter isin point, for this is the first case on record, save Philip 
to the Eunuch. The sheet being Jet down from [eaven, full of all manner 
of creeping things, four footed beasts, &e. Veter began to scruple — 
the subject, but the vision was repeated the second and third time, he be- 
came convinced of the necessity of the Gospel going to the heathen or 
Gentiles. Suppose Peter had said I cannot go until I get an education, 
and be sent out by some missionary board and get the promise of $800 or 
$900 to support me after I po. Question—W hose plan was Peter to go 
by? Christ's us Jail down in this vision and tho general commission, or 
the missionary plan as developed by schools, boards, &c? You are aul for- 
ced to say by Chirist’s, who had called, ing and gave the vision to Peter. 
And if he had waited for moncy or outfits from boards, I ask you candidly 
would he not have been disobedient to the heavenly vision, and censura- 
ble in the estimation of his brethren, and might have justly been charged 
with lucrative views, or that the cross of Christ was too heavy to be 
borne without money to lighten it, Here, then, let every preacher 
who thinks he has a call from God to go to the heathen, follow 
the direction of Christ taking neither purse nor scrip, as did Peter—noth- 
ing doubting—for God has the hearts of all men in his hand, and the treas- 
ures of the world are his, and says, “Lo, Iam with you even unto the end 
of the world.” Then will all men know that fame, honor, or money, 1s 
not the object; but the glory of God aud the salvation of the heathen. Go 
then and make it apparent that salvation 1s predicated not on money, oF 
any other temporality, but on the power, grace and spirit of Christ. 
Again: Acts, xi: 19, And they that were scattered abroad upon the per- 
sucution that nreso about Stephen, travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus 
and Antioch, preaching the word, &c.; and sume of these were men of ee 
rus and Cyrene, which when they were come to Antioch spake unto t : 
fenhen, preaching the Lord Jesus. Question—What carried the Gospe 
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to the henthen and Isles of tho sen, money or persecution? ‘You all know 
that it was persecution, ‘lhen persecution was a secondary cause, why 
the Gospel was carricd and preached to the heathen; and this the Apostles 
might have casily known from the directions of Christ, who said, when 
they persecute you in one cily flee into another. Now look at the case o 

Paul and Barnabas, in the 13th chapter of Acts. Toole at all the Anoctlegt 
the seventy Chiat Christ sent out, and indeed we might refer you to all the 
preachers for three hundred years after the Apostolic age. Look into Ec- 


clesiastical history, and sce if persecution did not carry the Gospel to the.: 
greater parts of Asia, Europe, Africa, and by the sane wing it flew to the 


United States. Roger Williams who hal to flee from England on account 
of his religious sentiments, was the first who proclaimed in- the colonies, 
that the kingdom of Ciod was not of this world; and because of this was 
much persecuted, and at Jast tool shelter in that little but notorious spot of 
ground called Rhode Island. llere he established the first Baptist church 
in the United States, with twelve members, in 1639. The same persecu- 
ling spirit was extant in Massachusetts, and especially so in Virginia; but 
ns you are all well vequainted with theso times of persecutions we need 
not speak particularly. Question—Was there any boards of missionaries 
that sent the Gospel to the United States?’ Wo, there was not one of these 
establishments in the whole Protestant world. No, brethren, the kingdom 
of heaven was opencd by John the Baptist about the year 30, and it pro- 
gressed through the inhabitable carth up to the year 1792, before there was 


a missionary establishment formed among the Baptists, as you may plainly # 


see by consulting Ecclesiastical history. . [tis a plain historicai fact that, 


the system of missions was established in 1792, making 50 years ago in‘ * 


England and 82 in the United States. We ask, where was the glorious 
kingdom of the Redeemer from John the Baptist in the year 30, to Fuller 
and Carey in 1792? We answer, that if you will consult history you will 
freely sve that it wns not in its silvered slippers, but died in gurments of 
blood. We donot glory in persecution, although this is the instrument 


God has employed to purify his church, but we do glory in the church be- 


mg disenthralled from all the inventions of men. ‘The Lord said to Moses, 
“See, said he, that thou make all things according to the pattern showed 


jthee in the Mount.” He was not permitted to form the architecture or 


building, according to the fashion of the neighboring nations around, but 
according to the divine model revealed. 

Brethren, whenever we become apeing after fashionable religion, then 
we shun the cross of Christ, and do not come under the character of the 
followers of Christ as laid down in the written word. Here, then, let us 
turn over a leaf in the ministry, who are the preachers of the Gospel? 

Ist. They are a chosen set of men, scattered through the different ages 
of the world. When were they chosen? Why, in common withall God's 
people, before the world began, the God of our fathers hath chosen thee ; 
he is a chosen vessel unto me to bear my name belore the Gentiles, and 
king and children of Israel. 2d. They are called by the grace of God, 
“When it pleased God who called me by his crace, be. nal they that aro 
with him are called, and chosen, and faithful’ oil. Christ qualities them 
without the aid of studying divinity in the schools, “It is given unto you 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.’ Tere, then, it is posi- 
tively said to be a gift,—unto me this grace is given, that I should preach 
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“"" two or three days per week, and sometimes three © 
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among tlic Gentiles the ungsearchable riches of Christ, whereof Lwas made 
a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to ine by the el- 
fectual working of his power. 4th. “Go ye into the world and preach the 
gospel’ to every creature,” as much as if he, had said, preach what 
I have commanded; and what I have not, that Ict alone. Miurk, the ser- 

Go; don’t 


Yant is not to transcend the law Jaid down in the commission. 

stop for the directions of boards; don’t stay for the promise of $300, $800, 
or $1,000 before you start. (In the late Conference of Virginia, they re- 
port a number of preachers ready to go, but there is no money in the treas- 


-ury to send them; and hence they are idling.) The law of the great law- 


r says: “Go, providing neither gold or silver, nor brass, in 
your purses, nor scrip for your journcy ; neither two coals, nor shoes nor 
staves.” Now why all this direction? Simply because the Inborer is 
worthy of his meat; but if he is not chosen, called, qualified, and faithful 
in the discharge of his ministry, he is certainly not worthy even of the 


bones. 

Now, as it regards an experimental k 
ix found to embrace the followings connidarntionn: 
sire for the honor and glory of God. 2d. ‘Lhe salvation of lost sinners. 
34. The harmony and glory and prosperity of the church of Christ. The 
man that is under these divine impressions, goes forth trusting in the 
strength of Israel’s God, perfectly regardless of money, honor, oF glory 
from men. The grand theme is the publication of the Gospel of ‘grace to 
perishing men, that Giod nay be glorified in the salvation of his people. 
‘This is one of the gifts of Clirist to his church; and oh! how wonderfully 
blessed is that church who has a pure sound ministry; and how exceed- 
ingly cautious should churches be as it relates to the ministry, for surely & 
greater curse has never befallen the church than an oscillating, impure, 
and unsound ministry. Then, brethren; how very particular you should 
bo right ut this very spol. he ministry, then, is griven lo the church to 
attend to her spiritual welfare ; and there should be, und is, " reciprocity 
between the church and ministry—sbe should pay some attention to her 

reachers’ temporal wants ; which duty is revealed in the following texts: 
‘Let him that is taught in the word communicate to him that teaches in 
all good things.” “If we have sown unto you spiritual things, it is a 

rreat matter if we shall recap your carnal things.” “hou that not muz* 
zie the ox that treadeth out the corn.” ‘‘L'he Lord has ordaincd that thoso 


who preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel.” 
Now, brethren, we should never sufler ourselves to be driven by 2 moni- 
ed system so far as to neglect our duty to the ministry; can you ask a 
preacher to ride 14, 20, or 30 miles to attend to your spiritual welfare, 
once or twice a month through the hot prairics, or the cold, bleak and 
northern winds, and shut up the bowels of your liberal distribution. Good 
heavens, brethren, how will you account to the Lord for this neglect of 


communicating cheerfully of your carnal things to him who serves you 
faithfully as 2 minister of Christ. But, say yous the preacher is as rich as 
I nm, und he might as well work as me—he has as much time to preach as 
I have to hear. Well, let us try the case Ciet your horse, and otherwise 
equip youtself to appear respectable, (for if the preacher is not $0 you 


pronounee him worse than an infidel,) pay your own expenses, and go 
i r four weeks at & 


river, Christ, 


nowledge of this call from God, it 
Jat. An unceasing de- 
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time, you would see your faru i 
ld see arm going to rack, your tools lost, y 
858 * ortt : or . ; ef tg : tse : _ 
ee tats deranged, you would conclude this roe Se i sgeaedt de 
A: ll you bore But stop, the preacher -has to leap 
. Well, sa , let him go, but I must attend mor 
g ore closely to m 3 
aa —- or my family will come to want. Well, what will ASk — 
Sa prewe ver and his family? Brethren ‘can’t you see duty arisin tr ty 
men pan Surely the Lord has made it your duty to saseneeste ae 
y' ’ mk things to him thatsows unto you spiritual things. Nop rene 
i as a right to make any demand upon you, but itis a duty that ihe 1 nd 
1as made obligatory. Will you discharge it or live in the eieat) mat 
‘ : : , Mis } 
Right ae this point many preashers have made shigweuck oF “haith for 
some preachers cannot yreach wi 2 HSS gt of 300, 
500 or 1,000 dollars mee gua — he : pa ges 
’ i your. se preachers whom the I 
v y 2 we . eeeegee iar 
= W ay described, preach, money or no money, and are ee 
. vod in his providence, and his grace, or church a“ 
ut again, it sometimes | y i inister 
gain, : s happens with the minister of tl 
ore M ie gospel 
is —_ in the een manner by a brother who has aoe to a 
in his carriage, with silver harness, dress in hi 
‘ hs MUNESS, ( ressed in his cloth, &c.: 
aa ee Vell oe mean Wp pretGends - men kg as 
sur you preach. ell, the preacher begins t ileai : 
ou pr mucher begi v complain; he would gl 
do so if he could, but he is behind with his work having b reed 
so much from home, and is obliged to mak ; i a me 
emp por eges mer ge ke up some money he owes, &c. 
Lege ply ne ue brother to dumness—off he sails in his carri 
ee, or otherwise. Stop, ict us read you a text: “Cl ; 
Bs _ St a texts 1arge them tlh 
SFiS ha 
pa ut ad bi rich in guod works, ready to communicate, willing - dine 
fas _ a rel ae ® — matter that is detrimental to the feel 

ur preacher. He has been laborin 1 

prea g for you for years, perha d 
you have paid little orn i him— Aa ane 
= oaee I ok aahgienerren oe = here comes along a preacher 

’ 
nis Gaetemeny Hesene es gent of some oard, and your hearts, purses 
ape. 5) a ai ni te ig ee in your five, ten or twenty dollars for 
mse we sociely. s this not saying tn plain terms ' 

[ ying tring that your pre . 
dag do for you when there is no other chance. . But we will aie hope 
or two or three day’s labor more than we give you for three, fi 
year’s constant labor. Pause, pause, brethren and think a oe ces eat 

( ; lis course 0 
proceeding. This very operation ha 2d i ri 
y oper: as resulted in removing some of the old 


veterans of Christ, who have born the burden and heat of the day, in other 
’ 


states from their churches, and substi i i 
; : substituted in their ste ry i 
and schoolastic ministry. Pea ene 
Now, from the premi i 
emiscs laid dov j i 
f._. I own, the following conclusions may be 
am Although the church of Christ has been established about 1800° 
yer ee ee a poe an mission system is only nbout 50 years 
c : ad, and 32 in the Unite 1s, CONSC iti 
ea othe: ne ed States, consequently it is not founded 
yt 
R..” Pep are many thousands of socicties formed, preachers, agents 
, x rteurs, presidents, vice presidents, auditors, secretarics, &c. emplo ed 
v anne acces and character is not found in the word of God 4 
“ int the system in all its dimensions is based on moncy, 1s 4 plai 
ne * of fact, nnd it cannot exist without it. ———— 
th. Che contrast briefly drawn between this system and the one laid 


d . ag: : : 
own in oe word of God, which is the infallible rule of faith and practice. 
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6th. ‘he distinction Inid down between the call, qualification and sends 
ing out of the ministry of the gospel. And finally, the duty of churches to 
contribute to the well being of their ministry. Now, beloved brethren, we 
leave this matter with you for your clear, cool and deliberate reflection, 
reminding you that the word of God is the infalible rule of faith and prac- 
tice. Search the Scriptures; and whatever has not its origin there, cannot 
be admitted but must be rejected. And may the Icind sail Sovereign Lord 
smile upon and abundantly bless you, is the sincere prayer of the White 


River Association. Amen. 
— EE Oe 


. MINUTES OF ‘THI WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 
HELD AT GUTHRIE’S CREEK MEETING HOUSE, JACKSON COUNTY, INDIANA; COB- 
MENCING ON TH THIRY SATURDAY IN AUOUST, 1845. 


Ist. ‘The Introductory Sermon was dg¢liveréd by Tider Thos, Oliphant, 


from Acts, iv: 11 and 12. 
2d. Letters from churches called for, read, and their Messengers’ names 



































enrolled, viz: . 
cat eae 
Churches. Messengers. z BIs|2 3 
: Z\P\P las 
B19) 2 2:3 
mia 1s | A 
| JJ || — S| 
Indino Creck,...]9. Porten, J.G. Wann, J. Mitchell,..c.eeeee seers 3) 1j.s| 22 
Guthrie's Creek, |). Gon, J. 'T. Hannan, A. Dodda, S$. Fountain. s[ee] Sports td 
Gilgal, ..-+++++- facob Woolery, J. ‘l'udd, Erie Woolery, L. Mitch ]. «J+ -}+ +] weeds 
. ell, J. Henderson,...+.-++ee+ Fieleeciesien aceareasllece Q}..) 2. 
Spring Creek,..- t, Roy, J. Potter, J. Pierce,..+++eseeeeees veces] Ly Qfeefeets 
Hebron, .+++-++- . Ournant, R. Carmichael, J. W. Lamb, S. Pen-]..]--]--]- ote 
, DINQWON,svereeeeeererererrersceeereeeseee® Jj..] dee, 
Nichland,....+-+ 4 Tirchum, 1H, Staleup,..e eres scelesp lea warers winreseew Pow | Ope LO Fesefere 
Prairie Creck, .~-|J. Scott, M. Onhurtize ncsrecccnvverececececesrs 1} Qh... Ae 
Balem,... cece eee | Je 1. Vayseren, J. Waggoner, J- Sargent, MJ..fe [especie cde 
Fortner,...+-¢ i inassetaeess Sarai gie Saat sive NOY feted }e| Steg 
Little Flock, .,--/4- Pace, D, Acuff, L. Sexou,.++-++++> sab accvaneeenieloes asheetos 
Dewitt's Creck,. J. Osburn, L. Carlton,.....:seeeeereerererretes Picola 
. Pleasant Ridge,..|D. Merideth, J. F, Jameson). vecceeeececnteereerc|estestes 2 
Concord, ....++--|J. Snyder, T, Owelt,.cceccecesccesceeresecetes® 3] 1) 1 sales 
Total. sccsececeeers Lajas) a} 6 2! 


3d. Elder Thos. Oliphant chosen Moderator and E, Woolery Clerk. 
4th. Newly constituted churches called for. ; 


6th. Correspondence called for. 
Gth. Opened a direct correspondence with Jenon Association, pursuant 


to last year’s arrangement, agreeable to their request, by their messsengers 
and letter, viz: Elder B Barker, J. Haggard, W. M. Craven, R. Love, and 


W., Alred and they wero invited to seats. 


ee 
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7th. Opened correspondence with Mount Zi i 
s Zion Ass ‘ 
ee bets by ng messengers, elder M. W. Siler Baten s S. 
rabb, U. Soons and LH. Cooley, they presentin inute i ».they 
nin oh Sa pos y; they | inga minute and letter;:.they 
8th. Circular Lett "ri ‘ 0 , 
a etter written by Elder E. Allen, called for, read and © 
Oth. Brethren appointed to write corres i i d 
9 appointe ; ponding lettcrs, 2 
Hannah, to Mount Zion; Brother Levi Auebell te ees Paescelnsita.) = 
cieats Elders M. Re viens R. Barker; and Brother S. § Crabb to 
a o-morrow, und Elder E. Allen to close. W i 
ee LL a close. Worship to commence at 
11th. Moderator and Clerk commi i 
M ‘ Z ittee to arrange busine: 
ea gel wntil Monday morning, 10 wader wh ESS 
_ 13th. Monday morning, 10 o'clock, the Associati 
Pine Le , iation met pursuant to ad- 
14th, Arrangements called, for, read and received. 
— fete ae letters called for, read and reccived 
16th. Brethren appointed to bear corresponding lett rE 
‘tion, viz: Blders‘T. Oliphant, &. Gole, bs, Mtlen, i, o bone onan 
and Brothers J. Henderson and $. Fountain. ‘'l'’o Mount Zion ‘Association, 
Elders T. Oliphant, J. Cole, J. B. Vanmeter, J. T’. Hannah, G. Potter, E. 
Pate 7 —_ and fan L. Mitchell, J. Woolery, R Curmichasl: 
. Dodds, L. Carlton, J. a : , " 
he Lee . ‘ sburn, J Tood, D. Acuff, T. Owen and J. F. 
17th. Our next Association to be held at Sale i 
] ( : ting house, Marti 
County, Indiana; commencing on the 3d S yin ante hers 
A; aturd 
ee g ay in August, 1846, at 10. 
18th. Elder J. Cole to preach the next Introd j 
: } uctory Sermon; 1 - 
~~ - ann T. Oliphant to write the next Cireale: Letter — 
th. ‘The Association agrecs to write a friendly lette im 
appointed to bear tho snme to Danville Aemeclat on, woh eatin 
first Saturday in September, 1845, held at Palestine church, twelve miles 
West of Danville, viz Elders J. Cole, E. Allen, and Brothers J. Waggoner ” 
and R. Carmichael. Then, if thought practicable, to open a separ 
ence with said Association. ail 
20th. Ordered that 400 copies of the minutes b i i 3 
distributed to each corrosponding Association, nivdl r orl vevios te i 
ville Association, and distribute the balance according to the mone aid 
in, and the Clerle to Superintend the printing. 
After a friendly interview, adjourned in peace. 
: THOMAS ‘ 
Eniz Wootrny, Cleric. PAS Seer 
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ne object of this Address is to stir up your i i 
those things which mako for your peaco aull the Sac yA “ 
The Psalinist says: ‘Scely peacd and pursuc it.” Again, the Pkrophet 
says: “Seek the peace of the city, for in the peace thercof ye shall have 
peaco.”” In this you can sec there is duty enjoined on you, not only to 


ve a ee 
: 


a 
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neck your own pence and inppiness, but also the peace and happiness of a. Letters from the following churches were rend, and thoir messen- 
others. Dear Brethren, we will now Iny down some rules we think advisas e fers’ names enrolled, viz: ” Pag 






ble.in the preservation of the glorious peace of Zion. 





















Ist: Ministers should be conversant with ons other; opening their a. 
yiews to each other, both in doctrine and discipline, striving together as sly 
yoke-fellows tartenels and practice the same things, at all mes and places Churches. Messengers. 3 - e 3 ig 
speaking the same thinyrs. a ' o 28 ote 3 3 4 
2d. Members saul seck by gale ah ates fa tootsivna A they | sgl Als He 
do speak the same things. there 1s a dilicrence ; re 1s - $$. ih a i mt 
a diferentes in precept or example, you should labor to have those differ- gas oe . “ ig oor pn gle E. Dotson,.. > 4! i 3 1 St: 
< . a es pealte +H 3 70. Ud 'e BY ps scracorae epieioranis malas mas 
ences removed. Mark any that may come amongst YOu! that bring division, _. Qilgal,......--(D. Mitchell, J. Todd, J. Henderson, E. Woolery,... hy .[..| 4] 62 
stir up strife, in short that bring not things: that amake. for your glorious Spring ercek,. .|J.-IJodges, J. Potter, J. Piaren, 3, FilAN,cereesonette4 deal Meshast 20 
yeace. Separate yourselves from them,-trying them by the Lloly Serip- Tubal testes] le Oxarnatr 5 Wo Lawls, A, Chudelnel, Woe. | 
“whiedi ist ings : ide j y IC > Sisco. ssa sess Se ia eEe wes ele efee] 2) a]..] G4 
tures, Which is in ull things to be your enide, looking e ba of Pence Richland, «. |B. Bircham, F. bab, Hf. Staleupjessccevcesoceectegle olonfeal Mea] 28 
at all times in prayer and patience for the guidance of his Holy Spirit, to Prairie creck. ..JM. Osburn, J. Scott,....seeeeeeeeee so ceeceeeeee| Lp UJ. .| Q}..] 9) 22 
guide you into all truth, for the fruits of the Spirit are love and peace. . . Salem,...... Ja. B. Vanaeten, J. Waggoner, W. Clauson, R, 
3d. You are mstructed to be of one mind and of one judgment, by the sie ‘ Sey 9, oomph seseeees seteaves j--{e«fee] 4] 2} 1] 33 
Apostle, therefore members should labor to understand each other in doc-. ns « Gore aK +. pee Lh: bears wanes os soaiies Dares sea|>sfaelert Dafa aL 
trine und discipline, that there juny he mn unity of the spirit the bonds a ‘ Mlonnant Ieiclyee DD. Meridoath, J. Alexundor, Je danichoyeeaece ’ Wa ai in al ‘ 13 
of peace. Itis said they all shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall 4; Ooncord,.......)J. Suyder, L. OWCD,..seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens | Lie .}e eee e] 2p 19 
be the peace of thy children. It is evident that the Lord’s people are we Seno 
taught by him, and so far as the spirit is concerned, they are one people; ee een oc he A 
the difference that is, is of this world of men, of the imperfections of the 3d. Elder ‘homas Oliphant chosen Moderator, and Erie “Woolery 
flesh, and shows the impurity of our nature, It is also very evident that Clerk, and the association opened with prayer by Elder T. Oliphant. . 
all the scrious divisions that have been among the people of God, have dth. Newly constituted churches salled ‘Cee. 


rown out of the imperfections of - the ministry, either ignorantly or will- 5th. Corresponding letters called for. Received a letter from Enon As- 


_ fully. Dear Brethren, seeing these things are so clearly manifest, you i sociation, by the hands of Elder B. Barker, and Brethren E. A. McGrew, ; 
should mark the minister with a keener cye. They are men, they are im- and J. W. Pow. Also, one from Danville Association, by tho hands of = 
perfect, and we awfully fear some are designing men, having an impure Elder J. Case/ Cliarles Hunter;and Brethren C. P. Bruce and J. Wilson. 
object in view, guch as worldly pain, worldly honor, &e. : Brethren, you Messengers were cordially iiiV¥iled lo seats. . 

» should not go out ufter thei, yor should; mot Wid them Cod speed, you als Oth. Gireulur Letter culled for, rend wil sweatin. Weller ‘ley Waker 
should not invite them into your houses, such as bring not the doctrine and , T. Oliphant. 
pursue not the practical rule of the Bible, For those are they that bring "7th. Brethren appointed to write corresponding lettres, “vier: Wifer T-. 
trouble and not peace. Dear Brethren, manifest your calling of God, fol- Hannah to Enon Association, Brother J. Potter to Danville Association. 

low peace with all men, leading a peaceable life in all godliness, seeing | : 8th. Elders C. Hunter, J. Case, O Gia cen ek hsler ty coma te 
“hat you are called into a kingdom that is to increase In pence. Manifest mnorrow; worship to commence at 10 o'clock, A. M. a 
your love of Christ and his kingdom by observing all of his laws and wall- Oth. Moderator, Clerk and J. Case committee to arrange business for °° 
ing in all of his precepts. Finally, Brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of Monday. _ \ a, 
good comfort, be of one mind, live _ peace, and the God of peace shall be wh 1th Adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o'clock. a 

~ - Qith you, is the prayer of your’s in love. 1th. Sunday met a large congregation at the stand and th ar 4 

sia aaa ' ELKANAH ALLEN. Elders sabe Ist, C. Lunter; ond, J. Case; 3rd, M. W. dies a ne” ; 


place of, and at the request of, B. Barker; <lth, TY Baley. 
12th. Monday morning, 10 o'clock. ‘Ihe Association met according to 
¥ adjournment, and opened es prayer by Elder Chas. ITunter. ss 
: . : 13th. Arrangements called for, read and received. 
MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 14th. From Mount Zion Association, Elder M. W. Sellers, ahd Brother 
' Alferd Farabee came on. S ww 
16th. Corresponding Lotters called for, rend and received. 


ar 
+4 


HELD AT 8SALEM DMEETING-ILOUSE, MARTIN COUNTY, INDIANA, COMMENCING ON 


. THE TIIRD SATURDAY IN sii sT, 1846. __ 16th. Brethren appointdd to bear Corresponding Letters, viz: ‘To Enon: 
. [st. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder J, Cole, from ‘Association, Elders J. T.” Hannah, T. Oliphant, J. G. Hall, E. Allen, and “i 
a | ia . - a Brethren M. Bray, J. Waggoner and A. Carmichael. To Danville Asso- 


“Mat. xvi: 18. . 





0" : at ale Se 
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cintion, Eldérs T. Oliphant, E. Allen,.J. T. Hannnb, and Brethren: J. 
Waggoner, 2. McRunels, A. Carmichacl and M. Bray. : —_ 
int “Our next Association to be held at Hebron meeting house, io 


roe County, Indiana, commencing on the 8rd Saturday in August, 1847, at 


“ oi lide e. Potter to preac 
, . Potter to p ; 
ona Recon J. T. Hannah to write the next Circular Letter. ” _ 
- 19th. Ordered that 450 copies of the Minutes ue peer oe 
istribu “the Corresponding Association, to distribute ala 
reer yA pie ond in, and the Clerk to superintend the printing. 


i Sider T. Oliphant. Adjourned in peace. 
20th. Concluding prayer PY ie MAS OLIPHANT, Moderator. 


h the next Introductory Sermon, and in 


. Enum Woocery, Clerk. 





CIRCULAR LETTER. 
.— Ln bins pny of taal oe in, an snnsinetnted, eaytai. 
se ine tn addres, te form af « Circular Lets, ~ | een nt 
a eS ie we one to handle in the following 


manner: 
1st. To show 


. . | & : 
saved; 3d show how they are savc Am Cc , . _ 
Then 0 attend to our first proposition, we will recite the following : Tor 

’ 


5 !led a trans- 

ldest deal very treacherously and was ca 
as ; ee lsh sa 48: 8. The wicked are estranged rel 
vain they go estray as soon as they be born, speaking lies—Ps. 58: 3. 


in iniquity and in sin did my mother conccive mc— 
ae greet de ee Cod unto Jerusalem, thy birth and thy 


nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father was an geen uF 
mother a Hittite. And as for thy nativity, in the day thou Ma ng 
navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to me 5 om ie 
wast not salted at all, nor rise at ee bs = ae 
jmaginati : ‘tis evil from his youth—Gen, 6: <1. 
ation of man’s heart is evil from hi: ah : 
com oe proven that both Jew and Gentitle are all under sin = st 
3:.9. We were by nature children of wrath, even as others— oe 
ae Who can bring a clean thing _ of an oan ag en 
Or bn j a woman—Job 2o: 4. ; 
- how can he be clean that is born of a } 
— hs entercd into the world, and death by sin, and so death sete sor 
all men, for that all have sinned—Romans 5: 12. It is heh itg an Pe 
tue of the atonement, infants are born eal eS e their birth as ane aes 
i ie in i If so, infants are sav , 
are saved if they dic in infancy. , c 

a after the flesh, and adults who are born after the spirit. one ee 
heaven unregenerated, the other without it. This idea mi han Re 
before committed and apply the atonement. before sin wes a 
santification, not only stands opposed to regeneration, buta <“—- oa 
ment, for by one offering he hath forever perpetuated them that aro = 
tified —Heb 10: 14. It is well known that instead of Infants growing 


perfection they grow into sin. If the design of the atonement was to restore 


they are born in a corrupt state; Qd, show that they are 
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the first parents of the human race, together with theirinfiant offypring, then 
birth santification not only operates against adult redemption, but shuts it 
out; sec Heb. G: 6, and 10: 18, 26. One reason which the Lord gave 


Jonah for sparing Nincvah was, that there was more than six score thou-* 
sand persons in the city which knew not their right hand from their left. 


But if those infants possessed a birth of holiness, a greater favor could not 
have been done them than to have killed them before they fell from it. 
The sanctification of John the Baptist and Jeremiah is recorded as extraor- 
dinary cases. But why, if all are so by nature, Christ came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. If infants are not lost, Christ came not to savo 
them. ; 
2d. We now come to produce evidence that they are saved. Jeriboam, 
We find, was a wicked man, and his wife a hypocrite; her child was sick, 
she went to Abijah to inquire; hear his answer. Get thee to thine own 
house, and when thy feet enter into the city the child shall die, for he only 
of Jeriboain shall come to the grave, for in him are found some good thing 
toward the Lord God of Isracl, in the: house of Jeriboam—Ist Kings, 14. 
When the ill-begotten child of David died, the man whose sin the Lord put 
away snid: Toshall goto him, but he shall net return to me—d Samuel 
12: 23; also Luke 18: 16. And they brought unto him, also, infants that 
he would touch them, but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them, 
but Jesus called them unto him and said, suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of God—Mark 10: 18, 
1d, 15, with the other Evangelists relating the same thing. Also, lo child- 
ren are un heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of the womb is his reward— 
Ps. 127: 3. Is not this sufficient evidence that they are saved; two pro- 
phets and the Son of God all testifying to the fact that they are saved. 
But will this agree with the doctrine of election. We suppose it will, for 
we think all that is or will be saved, is chosen through sanctification of the 
spirit, and belief of the truth, When thererore, infants arise in glory, just 
so many ure taken from the evil to come, ; 
3d. We now come to show how infants are saved, and in giving our ideas 
on this part, we are bound to say by grace, as there is but one God who 
saves from sin, and he will have all the glory, and sinners the only subjects 
of this salvation, will give God all the praise; and as salvation is of the 
Lord, all are saved on gespel terms, bothanfants and adults. It we believed 
otherwise, we had as well say there is two gospels, one to save infants and 
the other adults. We would then say they must be born of the spirit in 
order to be spiritual children, for nothing that defileth or is unclean can en- 
ter into heaven. Our Lord has told us, Luke 18: 17, verily lL say unto you, 
whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God asa little child, shall in no- 
wise enter therein. Hence, both infants and adults receive the kingdom of 
God. In order to enter into it, not entering into the church as some would 
say, for some have entered that privily—Gal. 2: 4. By the kingdom of 
God, which we conceive is understood the gospel in its provisions—see 
Luke 9: 2,6; Rom. 14: 17; Ist Cor. 4: 20; Math. 13:°33. Infant sal- 
vation is a good preceptor; salvation is of the Lord. We sec the salvation 
of adults form a parallel, and this likeness we think consists sololy. in re- 
generation or a change of spirit, which is effected by the spirit of God, 
which agree as one Lord, his people, and one people, made nigh by tho 
blood of Christ and brought in by his power. What were the quickoning 
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or begetting of tho three thousand who were cul to the heart and gladly 
received the word. ‘L'o say that a formal hearing of the word is the condi- 
tion alone, would settle the charge or partiality, for if those who hear are 
entitled to regeneration and all do not receive it, then justice is adminis- 
tered to one and withheld from another. It is true faith comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God. But the question is directly asked, have 
they not all heard, and that too without eflect{—Lleb. 4: 2. If it be urged 
that a spiritual hearing is the condition, we answer, that is regenerntion 
itself. The word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword, to the dividing assunder of soul and spirit, joints and marrow, 
and is a diserner of the thoughts and intents of the heart—Heb. 4: 12. 
We suppose 
tist was—Luke 1: 41, dt—although it be not necessary for them so loman- 
fest it. : Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Cod has perfected praise 
or ordained strength—Ps. 8: 2; Math. 11: 25. "hey then will strengthen 
the song of praise to his salvation in saying, worthy is the Lamb that died 
to receive blessing and honor, &c. We find then the nature the same, 
that all are children of wrath, and that grace can turn the raven to a dove, 
the lion to a lamb, and mnakee them, sinoiber npenleings, heies of the same 
kingdom; for that which cometh out of a man delileth the man, for from 
within, from the heart proceeds cvil. thoughts, adultries, fornication, mur 


der, theft, coyetiousness, wickedness, deceit, laciviousness, an evil. eye, 
blasphemy, foolishness—all these evill things come from within and defile 
the man—Mark 7: 20, 25. If men are born pure, these evil things must 
first have entered into them or they could not have come outof them. But 
_it is said man is wicked by imitation. We would ask who learned Cain 
‘to kill Able? The heart is deceitful and above all things despreately 
wicked, who can know it?—Jer. 17: 9. They will not seek after God— 
God is not in all their thoughts. ‘The souls of the wicked desireth evil, 
therefore they say unto God, depart from us, we desire not, the knowledge 
of thy wuys—Job ee 24, u hyes i 
We would say our subject is copious and would occupy méresspace than 
the bounds of a circular ought to tale. We will therefore sybanit the above 
_to the consideration of the reader, believing that mothers who {have lost 
_ children, may expect to meet them in the morning of the.resurrection, 
changed by the same gritce that eflects salvation in the,earts of all who 
are saved of Adam’s race—both old and young. sJfow consolhig such 
thought indeed, that our infants dying in that state will praise the same 
‘Lord in the same heaven of glory, with perfect joy—enjoying the smiles 
of the same dear Jesus with us that are so highly favored as to obtain that 
lace of eternal rest in the embrace of the Lord. May-we not cheer up 
then, and hold up our heads with hope that the day of our redemption is 
drawing nigh, and try to fight the good fight of faith, lay. hold of eternal 
life, and a crown of never faiding glory, which the Lord,the righteous Judge 
will give us at his coming; when all our sorrows will vanish away and 
death itself shall die, and life and immortality be unrivalled—which is the 


prayer of your servant in Christ. 
, OLIPHANT. 


that infants are as capable of hearing as infant John the Bap- ® 
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MINUTES OF TTIE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION 


WRED AT ? “ppae 
RED AT HEUVRON MERTING HOUSE, MONROE COUNTY, INDIANA, COMMENCIN 
Tuk THIRD SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 1847. igs 


Ist. The Introductory Sermon w i : 
ah ie 10 cea So. y n was delivered by Elder G. Potter, from’ 
2d. Letters from churches called for, read, and their Messengers’ 


enrolled, viz: namcs 




































Churches. Hess 3 alters 
~ ssengers. Hi it 
‘£)/>|P 1S 'S)sld 
Ale |e ale a/S 
al|vioLlslaloals 
———_ 16/51 AIAIE 
ndian Creck,...JU. Porren, J. G. Haun, R. Mivcnk Li TTT 2 al.) oo 
be ba 3 Creek, .|J. Gore, AL Dodds, Ss. ete ig W. beeres —— : 1 Shes 4 ‘ ‘3 
AL, ice cwewoehl J. ao ne pitted Henderson, J. Todd. Pt. 3 1.” 
n Hehe, »~Voyne : 
Syeing Oreok,.. 4. Patter, tae da, bag So ee ee ae ACERS 2 1; 1] Q} Gt 
PUTO, x 2-n0500% EP, Cats: W. Lamb, A. Rudaarde : W. : ¥. i (all aad i | “ a0 
: sisco, W. Carter, T’. O)i PED. 
eh oa = st e Birchum,.. mate ‘ 8 Rag ee nsomcncmnesyer at Se fa i a 
Satie, 1 Prapelinn 0; Ol abtaaetanceses ss saeoall les 
among IT Berpent ee ON 55 KF Sa oS Te divin e's afew }oc|oepawn srfe of Be 
a a ve blue ON _J. W. Clawson, J. Wag 
Lite ¥ lock, ..../D{Acuff, f. Arthur, I. Sexon, M. then ips eae y rnd 3 He 
a ‘8 Oreok,. wd. Osburn, J. Fiddler, J. Crawford  Gnilton, = 4 lH 
x ensant Ridge,..{J. Alexander, D. Merideth, J. N. Merideth pee a R 13 
oncord, ....+.-+/@. C. Hodges, J. Snyder, W. Jewel,.....-- sini ote |e a bo 
: ss bs 
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3d, Hider Thomas Olip! shose : 
i Ls phant chosen Moderator ma d Stephen F i 
“— “ a Association opened with prayer by Elder J Cole. a. 
1. Newly constituted churches called for and al 
ure A a letter was present 
ae gg called Clear Spring, -by the hands of Brethren W. ahi 
. Hamilton, which was rejected, owing to their not being constituted 
ane auch? of faith of this Association. B o— 
5th. Corresponding Letters called for, Reeciv 
res) : . Received a Ictter fro ‘T 
Zion Association by the hands of Elder S. S. Crabb, and Giclees I Mot: 
anges ‘ J. Davis, J. M. Hodges and A. Farrabee; also, one from Bran 
is he pate of Elder 'T. Baley, and Brethren L. Wood and W. M. Cru 
vag also, one from Danville, by the hands of Elder C. Hunter, and Brother 
a ae _ = messengers were cordially invited to eal, 
. Cirer C re recci Vritt 
es Aaa etter called for, rend and received. Written by. Elder 
7th. Brethren appointed to write c i i , 
a orresponding letters, viz: Eld x 
Potter to Mount Zion Associati t nan ‘Coy. 
) iation, Brethren J. Pot p 
we : Danville Association. , arn Sian? ae 
th. Elders S. S. Crabb, C. THunt i 
oo to commence at 10 ae a ne Se — oe 
th.- Moderator and Clerk committee to i 
¢ arrange business for. ay- 
10th. Adjourned until Monday morning, 10 octet, ne 
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regation at the sland and the following 


1th. Sunday meta large cong hide <a tt 


Elders labored: Ist, ‘l'. Buley; 2nd, 8.8. C 
gon morning, 10 o'clock. The Association met according to 
adjournment, and opened with prayer by Elder ‘I’, ‘ae 
13th. Arrangements called for, read and received. ; ; 
4th Corresponding Letters culled for, read and receiver .| — 
15th. Brethren appointed to bear them, viz: to JSnon Associa : its 
J Cale, T. Oliphant, J. G. Hall, and ag en eal er : 
‘ T Zion, Elders G. Pynds Ks ake 
chacl and M. Bray. ‘To Mount , Be eae 
” i hren J. Osburn, J. Woolery, L. J 
Cole and T. Oliphant, and Brethr tg de ee eT. Ot 
T i 1 and T. Oliphant, Jr.. ‘To Danyille, mt 
ae Te ee Weapon Om Lirehum and It. Carmichael, Soren 
' roth Our next Association to be held with Litthe Flock church, in Owe 
' jana, six miles South of Spencer. 
ms oe Ee. Hananh to preach the next Introductory ee vo 
jn anae. of failure, Elder I’. Cliphant. Elder TT’. Oliphant to writé the) 
Circular etter. 
yeh. Ordered that 450 copies ' 
be distributed among the corresponding 
distributed according to the money paid in, 


Hannah to Superintend the printing. as =. 
19t. Concluding prayer by Bilge oy et gt PHAN? ope rare 


Sternuen Founraty, Clerk. “ee 


of the minutes be printed, £00 copies to 
Associations, the balance to he 


and the Clerk and Ilder J. | 





CIRCULAR LETTER 


ag meee an address, in the form of a Circu- 


According to custom, we present you 


: following subjects: Aiken Ra 
“ te That it is ta dary of Christians:-often to meet together to eap 
I; fit or blessing arising from a strict attend- 


: Qnd, to speak of the benc 
cose Bago «| duty’ and in the 3rd place, to speak of the ae 
often prevails among Brethren in attending at the house of Goc p> 


svils ari from the same. 
ane ok Mi or on ake eatueaton. al our faith without wavering, .- me 
souls one another to provoke unto me and good pant ng gear 
i ther as the manner of son ; x 
the assembling of ourselves toge Fe acne 
i nd so much the more as you sce y 
i ee ee . Then they that feared the Lord spake “a cet eee 
‘ the Lord hearkened and heard it, &c.—Mal. 3: “— sh a “<n 
P New Testament abound with texts showing that ee eel ce 
imos did often assemble together to tell of the Sarge Do sighs 
worship in his holy temple—Ps. 27: 4, 84, 1, 7; Math. a he -t a a 
The sweet singer of Israel said: let my Se Seat —s ayers 
i if lp -m 
pac a i. re ay AE te he 48 Ps—walle about Zion, and go 


IL her bulwarks, &c. 
round about her, tell the towers thercof, mark mie eon aes 


t blessings attend the assem 
sok wie tn i—Oue hing have I desired of the Lord: that-will I 


— 
+ 
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scok after, that I may dwell in tho houso of tho Lord all the days. of my 
life, to buleld the benuty of the Lord and to enquire in his temple; for in 
the timo of trouble he shall hide me; and in the 14th verse he says, wait 
on the Lord and he shall strengthen thine heart; yea, I say, Wait on the. _ 
Lord. In Math. 18, the Savior says: Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am Lin the midst. And when the disciples 
were assembled, came Jesus and stood in their midst and saith unte them, 
peace be unto you—Jolm 20: 19, And in this heavenly current run the 
hundreds of love lessous in the New Testament. ‘Time would fail to cite 

them. And if Christians would faithfully attend to this duty and privilege, 

we have no doubt but that blessings and rejoicing would be their portion 

instead of mourning, and a complaint of barrenness of soul in matters of” 
roligion; yea, if cach member of the church would fill their seat, how it 

Would rejoice the heart of the old and faithful pilgrim, and encourage the 
young convert on the way. Lt would, also, revive your minister's spirit and 

make him quicken his steps and hasten to the place of worship. And this 

is not all,1t would clicit the attention of your neighbors and neighbors’ 

children, and invite them to your assemblies, and constrain the apposors to 
say, bohold how they love cach other; or like the prophet Balaam said 

concerning the assembled congregation of Isracl, how goodly thy tents, oh! 

Jacob, and thy tabernacles, oh! Israel. And we believe it would be prof- 

itable to all; and, brethren, instead of mourning and sorrow, . 


“ Your cheerful songs would often be, 
Hear what the Lord has dono for ine.” 


But, alas, how far beneath our heavenly privilege do we live? What triv- ° 
ial matters often deprive us of a seat in the house of God. A little indispo- 
sition of body, inclemency of weather, a lack of some of the ornaments of 
dress, our worldly concerns, we might lose a few cents and that would not 
do at all, so we aro certainly excusable. Another axcuse is often made, 
some brother or sister bay done wrong or offended me, and, therefore, I can- 
not sit in church with them: or the preacher has some failing, and I shall 
not. be benefitted in hearing him, and so I will stay at home and read my 
Bible, and, perhaps, never see their book allthe day. Again, says another, 
the preacher so often disappoints us itis hardly worth the while for me to 
fo. Brother, preacher, look to it—he that readeth let him understand. 
Irinally, somo neglect their mectings till they forget the day or time of the 
appointment, and of course they think they must be excused, when they 
have forgot it; and now, brethren, the effect produced by this neglect of 
duty is a great barrenness in matters of religion. The poor minister who 
hasstemmed the current of opposition, brooked the inclemency of the weather, 
and left, perhaps, a weeping wife and distressed children behind him, comes 
to your meeting house, finds a few at a late hour, scattered upon the’seats, 
and their heads bowed down, or perhaps, talking about their worldly con- 
cerns, or some passing political whim—seriousness giving way to levity— 
not a song ora prayer to be heard—the preacher’s mind becomee clouded, 
and-he is now: poorly calculated to be beneficial to you. The weary pil 
prim is not benefitted ; the ‘motrner ‘is nut comforted; und ench ono gocs 
away disappointed, ‘l'hus the preacher and people become discouraged, 
and hence, great coldness and declension take place among the churches. 
But some are ready to hush it all.to sleep. by saying, we .must have our 
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winter as well as. simmer, and thus blame tha — marie Nor seep Tallys 
when the great cause of one winter or caldivenn - “ hi eta — 
neglect of duty. Do we not sce that the lover 9 had ue ‘ he 
post, every one looking fos {ie guint feo fag aay . a Ee 
card diligent to seek his fuvorite cup— » 23: 35. ait 
ee mattis are ate to attend ee ge mo a 
: nnye so much i : 
inl oN ee peli Remember that Zion is nc - an ene 
of soldiers engaged in battle. And now, brethren, if the bs ¢ _) ae : 
armies of common warfare should be culled from ge op he ine 
matters as above named, how distracted would the tan «S appear, an 
progress would they make in conquering the enemy = seas 
Would that God would help each one of us to awake ‘i our ‘ ut hie 
and be found like Gideon's men of old, every man ee ing hs 1s ba 
round‘about the camp—Judg. 7: 2, ‘hatin the ip oe : aus yee 
we inight have it to say, as said the apostle: 1 have sia - the goo : ene 
Ihave kept the faith, and nf ane there is a crown of joy laid up for 
F : s appearing. ‘ ; 
mn pee a late te an ig keep tia from Fullingg, and puido us tne 
to all truth, and present us spotless before Lis: fe ce Nag - i 
approach in humble prayer, imploring His aid in t vs pi eth Be 
that we may all be saved in His kingdom, ia she. pnigee ee ee 
bonds, $3 ae Ti. EL AH. 





MINUTES OF TH WEITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 

AT LITTLE FLOCK MEETING-IOUSE, OWEN COUNTY, INDIANA, COMMENCING 

: ON TIE THIRD SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 1848. g 
Ist. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by J. ‘T. Hannah, from 
. oxxxiil: 1. ; : a 

mS anes from the following churches were read, and their messen 

gers’ names enrolled as follows: 


WIELD 




















pomrsy . 
813]. |: 
. =: 3| ae 4 
‘ : Pa pre resend 
ro a we 
. 5'Q Oa 
Churches. Messengers 2 | 4 3 ad ed 
- eel glalsls|s 

aed ce AlAs 

| —_————— ———_—|—,— — — -|— eee 

A wes] 7] If..| 51 

7 k,..]G. Porrer, J.G. Haus, H. Inman,....see sree ees ae | : 
Bee a ..|J, Core. i Dodds, S. Davis, S. Fountain,...... ++ : 1. “fet l e 
Gilgal , J.T Haxsau. L. Mitchell, H Henderson, M Coyner ae a Il-- St 
ssing creck,..J.'Pierco, T. Tyler, T. Roy,....--- arora aalegles|nal 
aed ermal ; Re ee aoe, ca Onmuant, R. Carmichiacl,..++--- a. | : * | ae Ps 68 
Richland, . ld No Letter nor Messenyer. | PP Rar: 
Prairie creck...’ Edwards, M. Osburn,......+ Bp Sasoe wrwemahe ‘ee = Wee 
Salem ....|J. Sargent, l. McRunels, J. Waggoner. ..seess pret] Bee 2 
Little Flock. ..|A. H. ace, cll, Nv Thackety...sv0ec-seoharer ssf] 
itt’, vk,{J. Osburn, L. Carlton.....-..+-+ Sacer seeeaees Ss daa te 43 
issadel Ridwe J. Merideth, . Pilkington, J. F. Jameson,...- |- ie . 1 me 
CoteOr td pen nnnee J. Snyder, W. P. Jewel....-.+----- etin Pee ee pi paar = 
SPE yseasexecracemases ssat ted i< 4 p 
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eee ye CL; 


‘Little Flock church the fourth Saturday in August, 184 
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3d. Elder G. Potter chosen Modorator and 8. Fountain Clerk. 
sucintion opened with prayer by elder J. Cole. 

ith. Newly constituted churches called for. ; 

Sth. Corresponding Letters called for; when Bnon Association presented. 
by the hands of brethren L. Wood, R. Love, W. M. Craven, B.- Rounds 
and 8. Ellmore; one from Mount Zion by the hands of Brethren’ E. Spur- 
gen and Win. Lane; one from Danville by the hands of Brethren J. Eloo- 
ton, C. Hunter, S. Wright, J, C. Wilson, S. Flood, L. 'l’. Pounds and J. 
Case, und the Messengers were cordially invited to seats. 

Gth. Circular Letter called for. Read and received. 
T. Oliphant. 


7th. Brethren appointed to write Corresponding Letters, viz: T. Oli- 
phant to Enon Assvciation; J. G. Hall to Mount Zion, and M. Coyner to 
Danville. ‘ 
8th. Lider J. Case, J. Hooton and C. Hunter to preach to-morrow, and 
L.-T’, Rounds to close. Worship to commence at 10 o’clock, A. M. - 
‘9th. Moderator and Clerk committee to arrange business for Monday. 
10th. Adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o'clock. : 
Hlth. Monday morning, 10 o'clock, the Association met pursuant to ad- 
journment, . : : 
‘12th. Arrangements culled for. Read and received: 
13th. ‘The letter to Enon Association read and received, and Elders J. 
T’.. Hannah, J. G. Hall, and Brethren R. Carmichael, D. Acuff, M. Bray 
and J. Snyder agree to bear the same to Salem church, Hendricks County 
Indiana, the second Saturday in September, 1848.. o % . 
14th, ‘The letter to Danville Association read and received and Elders J. 
T’. Hannah, J. G. Hall, and Brethren R. Carmichael, D. Acuff, M. Bray 
and J. Snyder to bear the same to Mounts Run church, Boone County, Ind 
the first Saturday in September, 1848. ‘ 
15th, Letter to Mount Zion Association read and received, and Brethron 
T. Oliphont, 8S. Davis, J. Pennington and S. Lountain to bear the same to 


Tho Ase 


Written by Elder 


16th. Our next Association to be held with Indian Creek church, twelve 
iniles West of Bedford, Lawrence County, Indiana, to commence the 3rd 
Saturday in August, 1849, at 10 o'clock, A. M. sot 


17th. Elder G. Potter to preach the next Introductory Sermon, Elde’ 
J.T. Hannah his alternate. : 

18th J. ‘I’. Hannah to write the next Circular Letter. 

19th. Ordered that 450 copies of the Minutes be printed, 100 copies 
distributed to the Corresponding Association, to distribute the’ balance 
according to the money paid in. J. ‘I’. Hannah and S. Fountain to super- 
intend the printing. 

20th. After a friendly interview with cach other, adjourned in peace and 
love. : 

bos G, POTTER, Moderator. 
-’§. Founrarm, Clerk. =  % 
- 


CIRCULAR LEVER. a 
Dearty Betoven Brerunen : Pe 


Once.more we are favored with the opportunity of mecting in an assoclet: 





ed 
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i i{ferent parts of our union tho stato of 
= Gein i sp Si me ony Oe ak them, = a 
- gas views by the —s gospel of om fom 
sing ant ‘Christ for which we ought to be .thankful to God, one et 
ee oe ese blessings. : According to our custom and gies me = 
Of aoa ‘Circular Letter to accompany our Minutes, an hs a2 ar 
ee ‘the mediation of Christ and use of on mae of grace, ’ 
hag would first call your attention to the origin o —, caf te 
therefore, oe telencad in holy writ that God created him of u, 1e dus am 
oth ‘* athed on him the breath of life, and.he became : ort bi oe 
= be called the son of God, (Luke 3: 38,) from : ai He poe 
“ cape thority of the Father to give him a command by w 2 atte 
= a in porated, and he, in _— to A oieaioasen nee 
“Almi i sec that witho opu y 
i = 5 adaey or sinful man, made subject to Tealy 
mg Sinai, bat b reason of him who hath subjected the same in as 
a ae id Cor. 8: 20.) Thus we find a holy law charging a sl ce 
(1 Tim..2, 14; di ig an obedience of him and his posterity, re pens pat 
eran ~ Rg lg equally us certain that the ull-wise God ir ioe 
able _ a if this change in his creature, man, and had prepare i ae ‘ad 
mt Fis t should be able, as a day’s man or mediator, to ae <i 
| og be cross, an offended Justice.to and with an ana ee ; es 
fr h faith in that blood to the ‘saving of the soul. a : . e 
ane ‘a ointed mediator to bring about a reconciliatio geen 
te Ou 1s aL) and in the fulness of time he came into this we 3 sm 
+ Fath Hs lew satisfied justice, and thereby brings his pees be ne 
an ei nd favor yea, into a more exalted state of . frien ‘5 oe 
be iam Jost by the fall, (Eph. 2: 18.) Now, in order “oe 7 mp i 
— F thi it was necessary that the mediator should be Go ae 
ing of this, 1 It was necessary that he should be man. Ist, = met 
aa Ele : he game nature that violated the divine law to es “ pd 
= han unto adequate to its demand. 2d, it. was right that ad agai 
cme ei to obey: the law transgressed by the sin of as 2 
aoe ld not be subject to it or yield obedience to it, ( “os A ke 
is) § d. it was right that the mediator should be man tha ne 
o oy 3 ae as God he could not die, and without the ee oat = 
“guffer ail no remission, (eb. 8: 3, 5, and 2: 10, 15,) a at ew 
oo. faithful high priest, able to sympathizo “ee peor’ vies 
oe trials and temptations, (Heb. 2: 17, 18; 4: 6, o,f ere 
f otk should be a holy and rightcous man free from all sin ong chide 
— h ie. might offer himself without spot unto God, aoe ane 
tual,.tha d be om advocate for them, (Heb. 7: 26 and 9: 14; Sf ee 
engin t cnough to be truly man and an innocent panne enone 
eng "ie cael tes Ta be God also, for no mere man “ poke oa 
roe ated God to pte? a ee sore, - cn 
” : 7 eis . . 0 h 
must be a Oe eal et on do. Being thus oor ve ai 
er od a cin him in the person of Jesus Christ. ‘I'he eh a 
cost le Gantight enter to ourselves, and those eee Pees Leen 
i i ity, are in our great m ' e 
Pai, pig oy man, we. should approach him with fear. 
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Wera ho man and not God, we should be guilty of idolatry to worship or 
trust in him at all, (Jer. 17: 5.) ‘The plan of ‘salvation thus directed, is 
consoling; it is safe to trust; it is comfortable to think of and believe that 
he is the mediator of both Jews and Gentiles, (Eph. 2: 18; John 2: 2, 4. 

He is mediator for both Old and New Testament saints, and able to make 
intercession for all his saints, and at all times, according to the will of God, 
and answers to the feelings of all his people belioving there is a filness in 
him to fill all their wants. Therefore, as God is a God of purpose, we 
would view between the design and the end, all the means of grace directed 
by Divine Wisdom, who vicws the end from the beginning. And our 
Articles say, we belicve God hath appointed all the means necessary to 


accomplish the great end of their redemption. Paul appears to have been 


nimeans man. We find from Ist Cor. 9: 22, 23, he talls us that he was 


trying all means that ho might save some. Again, Phil. 3: 10, 11, he‘ap- 
pears to be desirous if by any means he might attain to the resurrection of 
the dead, by knowing Christ and the power of his resurrection—the fellow- 
ship of his suffering—and being made conformable to his death. Also the 
Apostle tells us, Ist Thes. 2: 6, that the devil or templor uses menns to 
make his labor yain; then if all between the design and end of the gospel 
with all its commands, promises and invitations, are means, repentance 
is means, for it is called a work, and such as were meet for the same—Acts 
26: 20. We might turn to the farmer and sec him planting his corn, the 
design is a crop; he uscs means to effect his purpose; his horse, his 
lough, his hoe, and all is going on to purpose. His neighbors ‘are de- 
lighted to see the prospect. ‘The rains descend and all is inviting and elic- 
iting the attention of the passengers to foliow his steps.’. ‘Thus we see God 
designs a crop, it is now growing. His ministers are ploughing, moved 
by’ the great head of the church, and while the oxen are pulling and the 
master impressing it, if there is one saint saying Lord prosper their glory 
and bless their labors, add to this say sond more Inbors, and ‘are wo 
strengthening the weak hands and confirming the feeble knecs. Brethren 
are these things so? are we to weep with them that do weep, and rejoice 
with them that do rejoice?’ Be vigilant and sober, and watch unto’ prayer; 
do all that we can and that to the glory of God. Peter exhorts the sisters 
to try to win their husbands, and that by lawful obedience and good econ 
omy. Does tho Lord bless our labors? © Most assu redly, and cvon the devi 
behoves this doctrine. Paul tells'us that the devil blinds the minds of them 
which believe not through the means of this world, lest the light of the glo- 
riows gospel should shine into their hearts—2d Cor. 4: 4. Also the word 
when preached as secd sown, the devil and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke and steal it away. But you will say the devil is aliar; wo grant he 
is, and yet he may and has told the truth, for he confessed that Jesus was. 
the Son of God—Math. 8: 29. Then if there is war in heaven or the . 
church, there is lust there, and we should all make use of the means pro- 
vided, and the weapons of our warfare, which are not carnal but might 


through God to the pulling down of strong holds, Let us serve the Lord 
with reverence and godly fear. ; 


Wo present you these lines, we hope, with a spirit of humility and in 
the fear of God, and we think that notwithstanding there is gainsayers in 
the world,:and those of the anti-means party, yct we think-none but enthu- 
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siasts and immoral charactets even refusa them. So farewell in the best 


of bonds. 
T, OLIPHANT. 


—_——————— rr 


. 


MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 
HELD AT INDIAN CREEK MEETING HOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, INDIANA; COM- 
, MENCING ON THE THIRD SATURDAY IN AUGUST, 1849. 


Ist. he Introductory Sermon was delivered by Blder G. Potter, from 
Acts 16 chap., and latter part of 17 verse. 
od. Letters from the following churches w 


ere read, and their Messen- 
rs’ names enrolled, viz: ’ 


. 






























Churches. Messengers. % 
rm 
CI 
{as} 
ee a | Ls 
Indian creek,..-- J. G. Hatz, R. Mircnrx., T. Luttrell, H. Inman.. -|+ 
Guthrie’s creek,.|J. Cory, A. Dodds, W. Owen, S. Fountain,...-++- Py 
Gilgal,..-+++2+% L. Mitchell, M Coyner, J. Todd, H. Henderson,,. - 
Spring creek,.-++ G. Porren, T. Roy,J. Potter --+.se-eerrer sce so)" 
ebrom,-+-++++ T, Oxrenant, J. East, J. W. Lamb, R. Carmichael, 
d % # T. Oliphant, Jr...-++-errerees sive oars ene se 
Richland,.....-+|No Letter nor Messenger,--cerseeeerssreertre® eel 
Prairie creek,..-- J. Goff, M. Osburn, J. Scott, ..ssereeercerceeree|ee ile 
Salem,..--++0+++|J- Waggoner, S, Inman,..ceeererrecerest » lawl 
Little Flock,..-.|N- Thacker, J. Arthur, L. Bexon,.e-eeeee = 
Dewitt’s creek,. .|J- Osburn,...++++0+++ seeeee wane gia RRS TIRRRTUNNA alates 
Pleasant ridge,.. J. F. Jameson, J.eMerideth,.....-+eeseereretre |e? ee ed Ee 
Concord,..++++++{G- C. Hodges, wae eisai groseceeneee aware meoe eessl vee s|esloeles 
, Total,...++-ee es 





—————— 


_ §d. Elder T. Oliphant chosen Modrator, and S. Fountain Clerk. “The 
by Elder J. Cole. 


‘Association opened with prayer 
“4th. Newly constituted churches called for. 3. 
5th. Corresponding Letters called for, when Enon Association presented: 
‘one by the hands of Elders B. Barker and B. Round, and Brethren L. 
Wood and W. M. Craven, which was cordially received and the Brethren 
took their- seats. From Danville and Mount Zion Association, no letters 


‘+ Messengers. 
wes: ied Elders J. T. Hannah, S. S. Crabb, W. Hosea and brother 


R. Smith to scats with us in council. . 
"7th. Circular Letter called for. Head and received. Written by Elder 


J. T. Hannah. ; _ 
&th. Appointed Brethren J. T. Hannah to write a letter of correspond- 
ence to Enon; L. Sexon to Danville; and J. F. Jameson to Mount Zion. 


‘ 


- the use or abuse of the tongue. “Bridle your tongue.” 


claims, in this text, that his reli 10n 1S vain——-a mere self-d ve —thinking 
, g tg 
himself something when he 1S nothing, and thereby deceives his own heart f 
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Oth. Elders 8S. S. Crabb, J. 8 

t i S$. Crobb, J. Stamper, B. Round cach to- i 

W ag he Worship to commence at 10 Pres ah oak. 
- The } : a erk i onae I 

a oderator and clerk, committee to arrange business for Mon- 


ra pena? until Monday, 9 o’clock 
2th. Monday, 9 o’clock, met pursuant t adj . 
* 7 yy Py . ad i 
maa by Ilder ‘Tl. Oliphant, proceeded 5 mee me ii ssid 
ae 8 3 arrangement read and received on 
4th. ‘he letter to Enon Association read a: 
1 [ read and receive { 
Oliphant and Brethren J. Waggoner and R. Conuidee ian alae 
same to Friendship Church, Morgan county, Indi chy ght yt ns 
urdey in September, 1849. y, Indiana, on the second Sat- 
th. ‘he letter to Mount Zion 
wh it was read and received, a 
> tanen W m. Owen and Stephen Fountain agree to bear the wnt a 
casant Church, Washington county, Indiana, the 4th Se sey ih Adigtat 
So ’ 1 Saturday in August, 
16th. The letter to Danvi i 
i , nville read and re d 
a Ge ee ceived, and Elder T. Oliphant 
‘ J. Waggoner agree to bear the same to / z : 
gg eb fudinna, the tst Saturday in Seis eis. —— 
oie “ . ro next Association to be held with Gilgal Church Law 
: y, Indiana, ten miles north-east from Bedford, comm i ae 
. co in August, 1850. necks atnee 
eu pl ieges ae to preach the next introductory sermon 
4 ‘ Sy Je . aj ts i t 
ee ee ali; and Elder G. Potter to write the next 
Fi A sain —s — eq of pe Minutes be printed, one c:undred 
orresponding Associatio d ce distri 
ae Paice be g ms, and the balance distri- 
ent Churches ac i sa ini 
ane to superintend the printing. a ee 
hen, after a friendly interview, adjourned in love and peace 


Sreruen Fountain, Clerk. 1 LOMAS OLIPHANT, Moderator. 





CIRCULAR LETTE 
7 BRETHREN: si 
Jur minutes will adviso you of the busi 
minn \ : ] usiness we have d 
of the churches in our community. ‘lho subject of Sons eo kon 
e, 
‘will name, is (James, 1 i Jae nes Waits 
, Ist chap. 26th verse,) “if 
| Gy JC I fe any man amon 
to be religious, and bridleth not his tonguc, but i ah hE in sang 
Noe 


= this man §s religion 1S vain. 
s Pp Te and wu enied religior a 
nis $s ken f 
A u a d ind fil 1 po or in the next versey it wauld 


se he 


lane he en be, 3 or among men, and is “what the 

é , seeming to be religious; and whatev j J 
ming er th ; 

say for himself otherwise, if he bridle not his tongue, God ‘hitneelf om cf 






we at the text again and again. : 
i ig eee is oe instrument of speech, by which one man :communi 
fates ci ‘ another. It may be very useful, or it may:commit great 
ong men. and especially in relieious societv. We-rar. wake 
15 Se et ae 


che 
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no estimato of what it has already dono, in stirring up strife in tho church. 
One prating Diotrephes, who loveth to have the pre-eminence, (3rd epistle 
of John, 9th verse,) if he cannot be stopped, may very much confuse any 
community of people. We nced not travel out the book of James; the 
subject is brought to a point in his third chapter, where the whole charac- 
ter of the tongue is Jaid open at once. It there seems an ungovernablo 
instrument, more hard to manage than the wildest horses, or the swiftest 
ships; small as the tongue is, he calls it a world of iniquity, setting on 
fire the whole course of nature, and itself set on fireof Hell. Only by the 
grace of God, self-denial, watchfulness and prayer to God, can we over- 
come it. But when the victory is gained, God himself pronounces that to 
be a perfect man, and able to bridle his whole body, (3d chap. Qd_ verse) 
should any say that this mystery is over, my power, we are authorised to 
say as in tho text above, “this man's religion is vain,” aud all he has pro- 
fessed or done besides, is but seeming to be religious, and he a mere self- 
deceiver. Though he speaks with the tongue of men or angels he is but 
‘a sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal, (Ist Cor xii, Ist verse.) The whole 
book of God gives the same description of the tonguc. In Psalm 12th, 
2d and 3d verses, it is said of such: “'I'hcy speak vanity every one with 
his neighbor: with flattering lips, and with a double heart do they speak. 
The Lord shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that speaketh proud 
things.”” Again, Job in reproving his friends (13th chap. 4-5 verses) said: 
“But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value. Oh that ye 
would altogether hold your peace! And it should be your wisdom.” In 
the 5th chap. of Job, the tongue is spoken of as a scourge. In the 20th 
chap. it is compared to a viper, and the poison of asps; in 52nd Pslam 
it is spoken of as being deceitful; and whetted like a sharp razor; in the 
57th Psalm, it is spoken of as spears, arrows and a sharp sword; in the 
120th Psalm, it is spoken of as false or lying, and that sharp arrows of the 
Mighty, should be inflicted on it, with coals of Juniper, or n Kind of firo 
unquenchable; in Prov. 6th chap. God hateth a proud look and a lying 
tongue. Pride and falsehood are very apt to go together, for a proud man 
will accuse falsely, to sink the credit of others, that his own may swim. 
In Prov. 25, it is spoken of as a back-biting instrument. Paul also speaks 
of back-biting. We know of no practice more wicked, cowardly and 
mean, than for one man to speak evil of another behind his back, or “- 
ing anything injurious to his neighbor's good name, or prejudicial to truth. 
In Rom. 1: 30, such are called “back-biters, haters of God, despiteful, 
proud, boasters and inventors of evil things.”’ Paul, in the 3d chapter of 
Romans—* the poison of asps is under their lips’’—goes to the same point. 
What is said above, is uniformly applied to the tongues of wicked men; 
but from men of grace, we look for something different. Converting work 
that’ comes from God, makes this difference; for “out of the abundanue of 
the heart the mouth speaketh.” How marvellous is that grace that effect- 
ually tumeth so base a member as the tongue into the most useful instru- 
“ment in the service of the Lord! The church spoken of in Cant. 4: 11, 
-Thy lips, O, my spouse, drop as the honey comb; honey and ‘milk are 
under,thy tongue. Under this sweet temperature is tho church spoken of 
‘again in Prov. 31:: 26—in the tongue is the law of kindness. And in this 
same heavenly current run the hundreds of love lessons through the whole 
of the New Testament. ‘Time would fail to cite tho tenth part of them. 


‘Ae 
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One of the strongest evidence 


love to the brethr 
l ‘thren; and love never speaks il i i 
cepa edd : peaks ill of its neighbor 
scoudiur wo te ee ee pene love does nes mney foo Te 
Ww doctrine of the Savior 5: 4: ni 
‘ste love your enemies, bless them th ee at ik i 
ate i j 
This oe pe for them which despitefully use and persecute he 
on me temper never did occupy the bosom of an un saawe: 
_ a) De ~ fa it, “ in ie next verse, Christ will not allow a 
ul] er; for all this,.says he, i be 
ae tus, says he, is to be done that y y 
dy seprrose e your father which isin heaven. With this howtenly Roce a 
ae Het oe dear brethren, it will be an easy lesson to you > as 
— cm or this cures the venom of the tongue. Thix n sp ips 
. ge ; ~, a y saith ~— men; he is now fitted to dwell in iis be = 
e Lord, Knowing how to behave himself tl] j ela. 
vias) is ‘ lere; with mee i 
roe sey anes better than himself. Ee now comes morn a 
a a gre by David in the 5th Psaim, beginning thus : “Lord, 7“ 
— in t ! tabernacle, who shall abide in thy holy hill?” The 
het oe int ie ad and 3d verses; “Te that walketh uprightly q 
onal & a Bape: aud speaketh the truth in his heart; he that 6 “ 
ith his tongue nor taketh up a repr inst hi ae 
oach against i 
a neeh here, we understand a report. "Themen, ins se 
a ie . : — agaist another, that he has no right to believe hit seule 
nme ie aed to suffer as such before both God and man , oiacal 
me, eee iS blessed characters have a right to dwell in God's he iy 
el ~— eee If the discipline of the church were contended’; 
en Bs hon’ * i - drunkenness and murder,’ who eoull 
‘ch nd, indeed, Jol | i 
Se gee ee _ And, it » Jolin makes it murder to hat 
speaking against him is’ an evi vrther 
t idence; a 
— such an one hath not eternal life abiding in him, (3 : 33 — opps 
0 como off according to the law of Christ to say such a1 te fn. nowele 
Slous connexion with me. What shall we think of t] a fe a 
e : t \ 10sec prole is- 
cae ee Fag ] y are so profuse in seenlcicd npr . 
? ey, at last, face that ever-pr “ 
i on ey, i present Judge whon 
wanda doo1 (James 5: 9; Titus 3: 2,) saying, rp speak yer sa 
oe n: “for every idle word a man speaks he shall give an acc at 
= hog F Judgment—Muath. 12: 86. And in the 85th. verse the ‘Bavley 
a é iv good man, out of the good treasure of his heart, bringeth forth 
goa Be ge the evil man, out of his evil treasure, bectiendthe Serch be 
eee =, “0 or these a oa evil things are brought forth is ~ 
t : e tongue. nouse of 1 } ise « 
g merchandise hangs o 
- — that . passengers, may see what is in the shop ; so ico focies of 
= - P ession of what is in the man, and is the landing port of all the c slag 
4 e pane whether the lading be good or bad; for « out of the ab dante 
0 . a leart the mouth speaketh.” . Dear brethren, do please to a oo 
what ind of lading is discharged at the tongue port by you. Is arta 
Seaton seasoned with the salt of grace ?—Col. 4: 6. Says tis Se i 
= ave “ in yourselves, and have peace one with another’’—Mark ‘0:.60" 
fatace rae ig at tho day of judgment, “for by thy words’ 
ustified, an , 
aN J ’ y thy words thou shalt be condemned—Math, 


It seems according to the use of the tongue we shall stand on the tight 


es of our passage from death unto life, is our: : 


at curse you, do good to them that ‘2 
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~OF, left hand of Christ in that awful day. Let it never be ct age ny om 
liars; and whosoever loveth or maketh a lie, shall have act ge : . 
““‘svhich . burneth with fire and brimstone, which 1s the second death. 

: oe” If you’re constrained awhile to stay 
Cae With men of lives profane, 

a: O, set a double guard that day, 


Nor Jet your words be vain. J.T. UANNAH. 





MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 


“WELD AT GILGAL MERTING HOUSE, LAWRENCE COUNTY, INDIANA; ‘COMMENCING 
: ON THE THIRD SA'TURDAY IN AUUUST, L850. 

bs . ’ 7 | 
Ist. Tho Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder T. Oliphant, from 


Jlowing words: Come and ‘sce. 
— oe from churches called for, read, and their Messengers’ names 


enrolled, viz: ven 
BN stasiceie nicest arate 




















s\3|8 
Sele]. 
Oh BTS eae 
. Ohurches. Messengers. z 5 = = de. 
Blolel4 Si gl= 
‘ Bleleia wlals 
won a G 3|..| 36 
id .+- |S. G. Haut, A. Brock, H. Ininan,. Heer E eT MUTe ove} oath e's 
oS ee .|A. Dodds, W. Owen, S. Fountain,....+eeeseeeeeelerles 1 . A i = 
Gilgal, scsseese I. Todd, J. Ragsdale, H. Henderson, M. Coyner, .|..|-- " a % S? 
Ss ao > Greek ...|G. Porres, T. Tyler, T. Roy, Serre wet e tee eeeees 2 i ‘ 
Batman sraaigastos [. Ourenant, A. Garmichael, A. Martindale, A. i se 
: WOON BEE ssn wreicasmas innate eneesewes Tore ee ma x fe ie 
Richland,.....-- Yo Safpemetion Pe WEER AG Net y ATOR TOE RTE FINES]: lel ge 
irl hy #00] bo GAM, wcuve cen sgesnenyeomnsnxnanss ne tesssnetele af BY) 41 \6 
Soe ae a8 .--{J. Waggoner, J. Sargent,.....cseeesenereeeeeeeels : : : “z| 2) 1 = 
i Hiseks, cap UchCttiescsommeneenaeasss pee seee nee ener arene we] Lhe 
ee ee Grech J. Osburn, J. Crawford, J Fiddler,..se+eeeseenele-[ee[o eles I = _ 
Pleasant Ridge...|J. F. Jameson, J.N. Merideth, B. E. Pilkintou,..} 1)..|-- a J ‘y * 
Concord, ....-.-- |G. OC. Hodges,..+eeeeversecrrrsecceerececs rn oar le fe 
Tolalsa ser sess. ONta% 8} 4} 2/19, 7) 6/955 
* 3d. Elder Yhomas Oliphant chosen Moderator and Stephen Fountain 


Clerk. The Association opened with pare by, Elder J. T. Hannah. 
] tituted churches called for. 

oe chore hme pote called for, and received a letter from Danville As- 
sociation by Brethren C. Hunter and L. T. Pounds; also, one from — 
Zion by Elder William Hosea; from Enon, Elders T. Baley an r 
Rounds informed.us that there was a letter by said Association prepare i 
but failed to come. to hand. The above named Brethren were all oe 
to take seats with us in Council; also, Elder J..T. Hannah was invited to 

in Council. 7 es 

+ Gch, Circular Letter read and reccived. Written by Elder G. Potter. 
- Tth. Appointed Brethren M. Coyner to write a letter of correspondence 


$e 













WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION 


. Danville Association; GQ. Potter to Mount Zion, and J, F. Jamo: 
non. - 1 tpn 
8th. Chose Elders T. Baley,C. Hunter and B. Rounds to preach to-1 
tow, and J. T’. Hannah to close. Worship tocommence at 100’clock 
9th. Moderator and Clerk committee to arrange business for M 
10th. Adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o’clock. 
11th. Monday morning, 9 o’clock. The Association met accord! 
adjournment, and after praise and prayer proceeded to business. 
12th. Bill of Arrangements read and received. ‘ 
13th. The letter to Danville Association read and reccived, and 
T. Oliphant, G. Potter and J. G. Hall, and Brethren A. Carmichae 
Carmichael, D. Acuff, T. ‘Tyler, W. Richards and J. Ponington agro 
bear the same to Providence church, Montgomery County, Indiana, tho: F 
Saturday m September, 1850. 59 
14th. ‘I'he letter to Enon read and received, and Elders T. Oliphant, Qi 
Potter and J. G. Hall, and Brethren A. Carmichael, R. Carmichael,-D 
Acuff, L. Sexon, T. Tyler, W. Richards and J. Penington, agree to bear’®! 
the samc to Salem Church, Hendricks county, Indiana, the socond Saturs  * 
day in September, 1860. of 
15th. ‘I'he letter to Mount Zion read and received, and Brethren Wil- 
liam Owen, S. Fountain and D. Acuff, agree to bear the same to Pleasant 
Ridge Church, Washington county, Indiana, the fourth Saturday in Sep- 
tember, 1850. ; 
16th. Our next Association to be held with Spring Creck Church, Laws < 
rence county, Indiana, six miles North-West from Bedford, togcommence . ” 
the third Saturday in August, 1851, at 10 o’clock, A» M. s - 
17th. Elder G, Potter, to preach the next Introductory Sermon, and in 
case of failure, Elder J, G. Hall. Elder T. Oliphant to write the next Cir- 
cular Letter. 
18th. Ordered that 450 copies of the minutes be printed, 100 copies to 
be distributed among the corresponding Associations, the balance’ to be: 
distributed according to the money paid in, and the Clerk to superintend 
the printing. ee iy 
N. B.—We inform our Brethren and friends that our beloved} Elder, 
J. Cole, departed this life, March 20th, 1850. Asa reacher, he was sol- 
emn and instructive; as a disciplinarian, tender an beneficial; his life, 
exemplary. h ; 


19th. After a friendly interview with each other, adjourned in peace and 
love. : ‘ 


THOMAS OLIPHANT, Moderator. «, ae 


2 





Srerpnen Founrarn, Clerk. 





’ 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 7 ‘a 
Berovep Breruren: putt 
In compliance with a long established custom of the Regular Baptists, 
that. of. sending an Annual Address, the subject to which we call your atten- 
tion, is that of Rogeneration; or, being born again, John 3: 3—Jesus 


‘answered and said unto him, verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man . 


be-born again he cannot see the _kingdom of God—consequently, cannot 
enter therein. : “ an ek 


v 


i * 














. MINUTES OF THX....” ; 
i i fe shall, in the first pluco 
: investigate the subject, we it 5 pace 
te cantice Rogenerntisn. Secondly, ee Fo 
it hat it doth consist; and thirdly, the causes or.mea q 


i i inherit 
then in order, the necessity thereof, viz: That ee ay hk 
4 a of God. Secondly, the reasons manne ‘ nn yi — 
PD raneciati with our head and fe pee: ae & a soe 
iran’ Adam ) sin entered into the wor d, and dea d y be paprcatsryh ines 
ma: i en, for that all have sinned. Therefore, for havea s idinal 
offori inal : ilt, and the imputation thereof unto them, - tien: Deri 
i ac in ie and therefore, with some ab ga . a 
‘paid tithes in ‘tho loins of wae ane any OF Be deny wero 
a —Lltom. 6: 10, lor ] a 
ik pi Bh oa i by his transgression, are fentee = ot 
rsh C Bi essa he became depraved in soul, defiled a pel aap A 
ierrers. ant tie mind and conscience defiled, opie h en Bokogane, #. 
5 ? aakha é 4 Ps . 
i ice i i dead in trespasses a i 
ty et oan ree we, ‘Psalin 4th. Destruction Mieka 
are ag Tin way of poace they have not known, sees bisa 
psi hd $ ostle yiibpel hope and without God in hc int o. a 
sayeth the God in their hearts, and all tle powers 0 ais Hane 
enmity oo of God's righteous: law, are insolvent ying i sf gp 
Ohi ean ry and stupidity of the fallen race of A ae meee 
a ! ead of tase things, and many more sacred Pree pa be es eawese Ae 
sr i i is necessa ; 
Ee and conscience is r ; on 
mien, ee serve God, pond ar eel = baal Penne bees 
erson it OC reat 
i rfection and exhaus 
ee il etre ml se geal tn i. fe as oe — 
0) iti i the Spirit. creas, 2 
? ald Praga | quity. Sco 
lays in sin, and brought forth in iniquity. Sco 
sa) oan ten ee partake o a Aad “ : i ane =“ 
ee ing qui d together with Christ— 2 5. 
bron dn ts oe eh 2: 10. Thus, this reat acoke te actin 
Gow fet tn sa by dpe of i eso eae 
ap gh Phos raving it in tho 
Secondly—Regencration is | in the heart, and engraving it in, 
at : mee | 1 ote re of low And Paul, to Titus, spealcs of it as 
ind; a pu .on th A ' , 
washing sab oye = rin v0 affects this divine nee 
G sp abrap itt Hy bees his love is the moving ae i et ~ 
sohe i inistering. cause; A 
i el is the. minis g — 
his word. pe the wan of his truth through the geuet a. - o- one 
bs tg inheritance, incorruptible and that : ow heed Ba 
— it heaven for you who are kept by the power o. rt 
serve 1 : | 
“ ~~ “what a rich'display of infinite pinto, soxanelgn pores 
Sn soaieen leon in devising and accomplishing a . gi on 
reg booed and deliverance, for such a lost, wretche soe omen 
a so de they might partake of this sige yt ing ag se 
of mortals—t . d precious, promises, all’ flo n oe 
escent se *Oht Brethren, what’ obligations are we un 
precious Jesus Christ. _ 





ciation by the 


Also, one from Enon Associati 
also was invited, and took 


T. ‘Oliphant. 


to Danville; and J.B 
* 8th. Chose Elders aT; ‘Hannah, T, 
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WHITE Riven ABBOCIATION, 


ae 
MINUTES OF 'THy WHITE RIVER ASS 


MELD aT sprina CREEK M ERTING-1loUsK, LAWRENCE county, INDIANA, County ; 
ING ON THE TIURD SATURDAY } 


N Avaust, 186], 
Ist. ‘he Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder G, Potter, fx6 
Ist Tim. 3d chap. and last yorse, 


2d. Letters from the following churches were read, and their messanty 
gers’ names enrolled as follows: 


LL eo wets was eee, 


| 


OCIATION, 


a ete i ce ma ef et ce, 





Ohurchos, 






Messengers, 









a 

Indian creek,. .\J. G. Hat, H, Inman, J; Inman,*+++, 

Guthrie’s o'k,. .JA, Dodds, S, Davis, 8, Fouutain,......0 57°77" 
Gilgal,........\J. Todd, H. Henderson, M. Ooyner, 


Spring creek,:, G. Porrzr, T. Ro ys Sai ceaverses erste 
Eleoh, S000 T. —— J. East, W.0 


ve 









artor, JL, Ful 










M. Osea. 2077)(/0"]"" 














Oe he a 
ee 6) 8 91911 5379 


i Ne ei 
oo Chose Elder T. Oliphant Moderator, and Elder G, Potter, : 


Clerk, 
4th. Newly constituted churches called 


for, whereupon We received 
letter from Bethel church by the hands of Elde: : 
ten E. Picket and EI, B. Rankin 
took their seats with us, 


I Ider J. 1, F- annah, and Breth. 
» Which was received and their mMessengera . 


6th. br irespondence called for, and received a letter from Danville Asso. 
hands of A. Spicklemire, who was cordially invited to a seat, 


on by the hands of Elder B, Round, who 
a seat with us, 


6th. Circular Lotter called for, Read and received, Written by Elder 
7th. Appointed Brother M. Coyner ¢ r 
* Jameson to Enon, 


“hy 
_ MO MENUTRS OF THE’ 


as 
















Fiilk to close.. Worship to commenco at 10 o'clock. 
nd Clerk: committee jo. arrange business for Monday. 
il Monday morning, 9-o’clock. © + he 
h.. Sabbath ‘morning met a lar e-and ‘attentive congregation at the 
: BAH, and the gospel was ‘preache by the above-named Elders, as we 

Pybeueve,.in its:purity, and:we: hope to the benefit of both saints and sinners. 

Wevarath. Monday morning, 9 o'clock, tle Association met pursuant to nd- 
Grhment, and after praisc, and prayer by the Moderator, proceeded to” 
ess, ; os : 
th. Arrangements called for. Read and received. oA 
Ml4th., The request from Hebron church to alter .the time of holding our 
Bsocintion from tho 3d Saturday in August, to the 3d Saturday in Septem- 
‘er, after due deliberation we ugree to change the timo to the 4th Satur- 
in Soptember. en ae 

eived, and Elders T. 


. The letter to Enon Association read and rec 
W. Richards, R. Carmichael, and A. 


bear the same to Little Eagle Church, Marion county, 


HIndiana, three miles Wost of Indianapolis. 

F 10th. The letter to Danville Association rea 
Oliphant, G. Potter, and Brethren W. Richards, R. Carmichacl, and A. 

Carmichael agree to bear the same to Mt: Tabor Church, Boone county, 


Indiana,:four miles north of Brownsburgh, tho first Saturday in sik ge ris 
and as correspondence to cach of the 


-, 1851; whose appointment will st 
zs! above named Associations for 1852, with the addition of ElderJ. T. Hannah. 
‘3 (he: {7th. ‘Our noxt ‘Association will bo hold with Concord Church, Green 
North of Bloomfield, to commence the foutth 


4 ‘county, Indiana, eight miles 
mber, 1852, at 10 o’clock. 
Hannah, to preach the next Introductory Sermon ; ‘in 


Saturday in gt 
‘case of failure, Elder T. Oliphant. Elder G..Potter to writo the noxt Cir- 


‘18th. Elder 

.teular Letter. 9 :, 
19th. Ordered that 460 copies of the Minutes. be printed, 100 copios 
‘distributed to. the Corresponding Association, to ‘distribute the balance 
lnecording tothe money‘paid in. The Clerk 'to superintend’ the ‘same. 

; adjourned in love and'peace. 


rrow, and: M,. 
. Moderator @ 


4 


d and received and Elders 'T. 


’ 
» 


After'a friendly and ‘affectionate ‘interview, 
oe ety T, OLIPHANT, Moderator. 
* “@, Porren, Clerk. 

on CIRCULAR LETTER. 


’ 
1 


. DearLysBELoven BRETHREN: HPs ; 
_¢- One-year more has rolled around since we met inan associated capacity, 
which gives us the liberty of hearing again of the stato of religion in tho 
different parts of our Union, and correspondence ; at which time it will be 
expected that a Circular Letter will accompany our Minutes ; and fora 
subject. we will, in & few. observations, call your attention to the doctrine 
of the Resurrection e! the Dead. ; ; 
"VAs it appears at this time ‘to ‘bg much disputed among some of. the reli- 
gionists of our day, we do not mean a corporal resurrection as some ‘sulp- 
c pose, but according, to’ our Articles of Fati ;we- believe there will bea res- 
' “arrection of the dead, both of -the;zjustrand unjust “and ithat the righteous 
jAshall- fotevor.abide sin the: ,peaciful presenceo God, their ‘Redeemer,:and 
= . gi Basse Ot 


’ 





‘With regard to the multiplyi 
WB rege plying of Abrahain’ 
“preached the same suadortahis. doctrine, Jolur rn orn not-at 







WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION 
his pardoning grace and forgivi : 
; 4 and forgiving love be i 
oe peeed Soul remain in orarlaatig —— ae > ees Mende 
ae nee gee in full, but to prove it to be a gospel ale i‘ 
pees — vo iy appear what we shall be, but we k ae oa 
a leet hall be like Him, for we shall see.Him as H ne ree 
i tg beg to the saints. To be like Jesus, their Red ba 
iad “seem ee 1 of the heavenly inheritance forever. This ther 
ae oa ; ¢, out of reach of death, for Chrigt hath br 1 i 
wage hs ight through the gospel—2d ‘'im. 1: 10. Garb ther’ 5 
= See gia of the dead in.the 1thechapter of the fat let Ay 
ite that He ’ por his doctrine by the resurrection of Chri "8 i 
cle na che we is irst from tha dead, prefigurated by the offi ine nie 
oe ae le ~ dispensation, ‘I'he Apostle declares that Anh 
bate Pica ae ae the dead, then is not Christ raised, and if eS 
an, rye ee h vain and ye are yet in your sins.’ Ver rte 
mde ye e on “acy they also which are fallen asleep in Chei = 
pee ae bn bs meant a conversion of the soul, or x res meee 
sfloay in Ghcks ‘ should like to know how such churactors me ge 
in ee a ae Vho sianer cannot fall asleep in Chris a 
Paul base tala notegn conversion; end farther we wll roe tha 
ae Een r conversion. Phil. : 10— 
ey Jo ay os the power of His resurrection and ie ‘ellos oe I 
mie I ithe a —— ie nee io eg og ima ir hy 
ae 1 _Tesurrection of the j : j 
de ce ; pong attained, either was I already, a bat i fe i ih ok 
Oi a ene that for which also I am anpieteniiel oF ve 
again, even so also : 14; For if we believe that Jesus died aud _* 
+) ae ep Ror them which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him, 
seaiice eee say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
8 gai om unto the coming of the Lord, shall not prev at | na 
he a ror the Lord himself shall descend from ‘hiave with 
pe arp ly e oe of the Arch Angel, and with the trump of God : ad 
seein ist : hall rise first. 17th: Then we which aie alive ; A 
rg gh a together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
oo as so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18th: Wheref ae 
eat in or with these words, But some man will ga | fam ine 
nt ill and with what body do they come? Ist Cor 15: 36, a 
bea ee ay sowest thou sowest not that body that shall be b gue 
ik he - ance of wheat, or of some other grain. 388th; But God 
e mat ny bei hath pleased Him, and to every seed his mes ees 
iowa Ae an that the body is sown in corruption and raised a 
eae — 1 also it is sown in dishonor—it is raiséd in glory; F ie 
bial wiaieal i it is raised in power}; itis sown a ne fo bes Th 
on aad ne pay 53d: For this corruptible must put on ficenrt ‘ 
eg Ne rn ote put on immortality, then death will be swallo a 
Neuela ye aul believed in the resurrection of the dead, both of yi , 
could raise he desl and rae fgets sige ee ge belive — Ged 
Te aise Isnac, to fulfil His promise, ,. 
3 Christ * 


ide=it 
Sher 












this, for the hour is ing i i i 
coming in tho we all that are in their, graves:shall., 7 
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Elis voice, and shall come forth, 


“stfon of lifey and they that have d 
of some that will inquire what kind of body it will 


ct 
ion, Also Paul tells us ti 
“peti resurrection, He tells us it wili bea celestial body, a heavenly ap 

. Also, that they that ure?accounted worthy to ob- 


ot an earthly one. pat t \ 
aingthat world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are 
eiveh in marriage. Neither cun they die any more, We know that pro- 


ee iv Aas 
a a alaté of religion marry. or clse there is no religion amongst Us. But 
die ®marriage is said.to be honorable here; but when we become equal to the 

Angels, there will be no suth thing; and being the children of the resur- 
‘Srection, and the children of God by fuith in Christ Jesus—having celestial 
. podies and heavenly bodies, we shall be like the blessed Jesus. 

“But we have further evidence, even anciently, Leb, Ji: SH. Paul, 
speaking,of the power of faith says: “ft quenched the violence of fire— 
escaped the edge of the:sword—out of weulness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight—turned to fight the urmies of the aliens. Verse 35th: 
Women reccived their dead raised to life again, and others were tortured ; 

that they might vbtain a better, resurrection, 


not accepting deliverance, |! 
everi the martyrs. John saw their souls under the altar, and ‘thay were 
« How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge 


crying; 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth.” ‘Then, also, Paul tells us that 
the whole creation groans and travails in pain together, until now: And 
not only they, but curselves also, which have the first fruits of the spirit. 
fp geven we ourselves do groun within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
ess Be “wits the redemption‘of our bodies. _, Romans 8B: 22, 28, 24; or we are 
© gaved by hope, but hope that is seen is not hope, for whata man seeth why 
doth he yet hope, for that our bodies are now terrestial, will be changed to 
celestial, and come from the East and from the West, and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac «nd Jacob. And the sea shall give up the dead thut is in 
it, when Christ shall destroy the last enemy, and the snints will meet to 
hrt no more; nor fear death, nor him that has the power of death, which 


is the devil’s power destroyed. — 
Sin no more will harm the saints. 


forever and forever gone, and the dear | 1e 
to grave yards or barren and thirsty lands, but to fountains of living waters, 


and God to wipe all tears from our cycs. No sickness, no sorrow; no ‘cry 
‘ing; but eternal health and — No deaths, no fears but to know as 
we are known, and sve the blessed Savior fuce to face—without a veil be- 


tween; and never take the parting hand; but praise God and the Lamb 
forever and ever: Amen. ; T, OLIPHANT, Sr. 


they ‘that have done good to the resur- 
one evil to the resurrection of dumna- 





‘Death abolished.: Pain and sorrow 
Lumb of God to lead the saints, not 


¢ 
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MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 


NELD AT CONCORD MEETING HOUSE, GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA; COMMENCING 

.ON THE FOURTH SATURDAY IN surtembEn, 1852. 
_ Ist. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder J. T. Hannsh from 
Jonsh 1:°6. GEN Gs ee TP Ug” “. . 


ri 





‘ : 
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2d. Letters from tho followi 
caer eo . owing churches were read, and thoir Meggay 


, 


Oburches. ! Messengers. 


Raptiacd. 
Rec'd by letrer. 





Indian creck,..|) G@. Haut, T. Lun 
Guthrie's o'k,..|S Duvis, $ Fountain, W OWEBicn¥sccceneswene 
oe eat Wee ness 
8 4 ng eroulk,.. (1, Porrea, T ‘Tyler, 7" “Rov. schtacs aisritatit 
WHTON,seeeees I", Ournant, M, Fudk, 8. Onrmichael, J, Bast, A 
Siavtend Edwards, T Oliphant, Jr... cdeker as 
Ond,..+05 H. Stalenp, A Birehum apie 
Prairie creek... Auuex, J. Goff, Allen meas 
Sreiges : % band ei ea deve ad oy 
sce We ge Wi ; eae wee eee sie 
rents creek fl, rie ae _ re ¥! a 
ane Ridyobl. J. Jameson, J, Moridoth,. a vases sae 
Goneorls.senefl snyder, As Kelly, J. G. Owen. J. HL Oliphant, 
peoeeeoea(d. Tt Hannan, &, Picket, H. B Rankin,... a ts, 








teneene 
teeeevetene 


ee 


THM sexe neveseveces MOLT aa al aaes, 





8d. Elder J. 'T’. Hannah chose 
hq ia a pe Fn nape og se tilialaieaiaa 9 
ith. Correspondence called for, and_recei iid As. 
pects io ny oe hands of Brethren C. emer aoe eT 
Pi eee be a edge and W. Oliphant. Also a letter fore wes fi 
at fo eo rethren ‘1’. Buley, B, Rounds and B. Barker. who w haat 
“Oth 7 al i salled for, b sees 
‘ Letter called for, but it appeared i 
dite aie ppeared to have been mislaid,. 
ac , Potter was appointed to prepare one for inspection: on: 
7th. Appointed Brother Martin F ri 
to m/e . seen: and J. H. 2h leg ag ot Bae See SND 
‘ etter was presented from Blooming \ inti i 
a but owing to sd hipster Leder ein —- ms 
— ers a. once belonged to this Association, and in a Hoos pe 
‘ saat off from the Church where they belonged, and have en nde ee 
om eet ed so doing, and now hold members that were ial ded f mn 
“tn > of this Association, therefore, a correspondence was r saat d ng 
oe i Elders T. Hooton and T, Baley to preach Ais gg iy 
i to 2 ~~ ee y commence at 10 o’clock, A. M ; angie 
‘ ( an erk committ taineas 
Li pepatoed aol Monday siteting, U a'vlent naiaialanasniias it 
. Sabbath morning meta large and attentive tion 
sare and the gospel was ewadlied by the Geen cant te nile nal 
: a Hy atthe lacie ." spe * the bencfit of both saints aad thgnar. 
_ 18th. 3 ning, o’clock,.the A inti ‘ re 
journment, and after praise and prayer, Seeasaned iy buaineee st : ; “i 
. See aee EME. 


,: Math. Arrangements called for. Readsand: received. . 
: nd received, oe “dee 5 


2 
Ah 


MINUTES CY TEE 









h. The Association says she will have her Autioies aie and Rules 
“Deco rinted in her Minutes in place of s Circular : ‘ a 
eth The Danville Association read atid received an 


f. 
.. , 
i eeotins md ng seat T; Luttrell, M. Fulk, J. F, Jameson, A Carmi 


ichacl, J. J. 
‘ - i ” ff, G. Hodges, L. Sexon, R. Carmic 5 
%S oa. | Bedigo M Sond Sn ies Te Arthur and A. Kelly, saree 
hae nee ong te Ciera Char, [lendricks county, Indiana, 
a6 es 


st, 1853. ; . 
gg The er omy read andere on Oe 
d : : ll M. ulk. J. B. Ja ewe Ee J, 
ry a Hanna afl G. Hodges L. a 7 5 ce ne hour Us 
rat AB ee i der, J. Arthur and A. ’ ee : 
. F phe Be, a Oe cfeciiicks county, Indiana, the second Saturday in 
88 ; 


em oe jation d Prairie Creek Church out of her union, for 
pedis My : Betber into follawahip that we think was not baptised accord- 
_ ing*to gospel order. < o 
t Association to be th Be 

pl feta uke miles North-West of a 

‘ fous comin aa ape i , pint Tntrodustory Sermon, and J. 
320th. E ; eac } n . 
tial eluate Wilte f TT, Hannah to write the next Circular Let 





















: ith Hebron Church, Monroe 
Legg ville, to commence tho 


“ ; ies to 
tor. is PF inutes be printed, 100 copies 
: . 450 copies of the minutes: , to: be 
b ne OT ace the corres onding Associatiuns, io eee od a 
SH distributed among the different C yurches, according to the 


intend the printing. .* ; ; 
| ees ners hently inweriey with cach other, adjourned in peace and 


ce J. T. HANNAH, Moderator. . 
. Strrnsy. Fountain, Clerk. 


certo 0 ET tenement 


eg 
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MINUTES OF THE WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, ! 


HELD AT HEBRON MEETING-HOUSE, MONROE COUNTY, i 
THE FOURTH SATURDAY IN SEPTEMBER, 1853. 


Ist. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder G. Potter, 


i : 14. ; 
ey pd from the’ following churches were read, and 


gers’ names enrolled as exhibited on the following page. - - 





COMMENCING ON 
from 


their messen- 


a3 















WHITE RIVER: ASSOCIATION. 


——————— Ae ee AY te Se 





a ee enone 


Churches. Messengers. 






Indian creok,....|JJ. Q. Haun, A. Brock,....+6. re eee! Pei . 
Guthrie's creck,./S.S. Onaun, S. Davis, A. Dodds, 8. Fountain,...J--feefeefeads feed $ 
Gilgal,....... ++ jd. Todd, T. Henderson, J. Ragsdale........ eaanal ee oof Qf...) 9/1 83 
Spring creek,....|G. Porrzn, T. J, Tyler, H, Pierce, T. Royssseeee] Afeefee] af. 
bron, . ses cease T. Ouipnant, A. Fulk, R, Ourmichael, A, Oarmi- 
chaol, A. Edwatday.cscsceecresesares eaeaine 4 
Richland,.......¢ J. Watson, LL Staloup,, essere. rrr erie: seve] OD 
Salem,.......066 Ds. DONG a csenviccwevransnerceniaaicg saeewes sfecfesfecde 
Little Flock,, ..{M. Bray, W. Richards,.cseccsesecees waieinre’s esis ‘ 
Dewitt’s creck,..|J. Osburn...... Pei baked Booka ecsieie ‘ 
Pleasant ridyo,..|J. I’, Jameson, M. Hatficld....sssse00, 
Concord,......../A. Kelly, J. G@. Owens,..... or GRE Ne 
Bothel..........jJ. T. Hannatt, 8, Bonliam, D, Owen, H. B. . 
Bmyrna,......., L. 1. Watpen, Js AUD sevevecererersecesssvnes +]. 


Total,...... 
xb be, 
8d. Chose Elder J. 1’, Hannah, Moderator, and S. Fountain Clerk, -"™"S 
4th. Newly constituted churches called for, when Smyrna Churghtpre-@ 
sented a friendly lotter desiring to become united with this Ass' onw 
again; and also gives satisfactory acknawledgment for leaving tl me We 
in the manner she had done, for no other reason than her dropping ‘corres- 
pondence with the differents Associations in 184], as her Minutes‘doth 
show; which Church was cordially received, and her Messengers, L, L.  ‘* 
Walden and J. Allen, tool their sents with us. a eh ae 
Gth. Corresponding Letters culled for, whon a letter from Enon Assolftt ‘ws 
tion was presented by Brethren B, Rounds, T. Baley, J. Boles. A. W. 
Wood, and W. M. Craven. Also a letter from Danville Association, by the * 
hands of Brethren D. Wilson, W. J. Roberts, W. Christic, P. Graves and 
W. Bowman, who were cordially received and invited to sents with us. 

Gth.. Took into consideration till Monday the propriety of opening cor- 
respondenco with the White Water Aassociation, 
7th. Circular Letter called for. Read and received. Written by Elder . 
J. T, Hannah. > #« ' 2 

8th. Appointed Brother J. Owen to write a letter of sorreapondence to. 







Danville Association, and Brother J. FE. Jameson to Enon, ° Ww, 

Oth. Chose Elders J. Womac, T. Baley and D. Wilson, to preach ‘to- 
morrow. Worship to commence.at 10 o'clock, A. M. + aN ge 
, 10th. Tho Moderator and Clerk, committee to arrange business for Mon-" | 

ay. ' Fg, eT yes 
11th. Adjourned until Monday, 9 o’cloclc. , Baas 
12th. Monday, 9 o'clock, met pursuant to adjournment, and, after: praise 
and prayer gre to business. : 

13th. Bill of Arrangements read andreceived. 1 tu * 
«14th. Resolved to ask for correspondence with White Water Association, 
and appointed M: Fulk; L. L. Walden, R. Carmichael, A, Carmichael and 

























MINUTES OF THE 


and to bear the same to the 


bn, to prepare a letter for that purpose, 
Indiana, the Iriday be- 


A Williams’ Creek Church, Layette county, 
e second Saturday in August, 1854. 
. The letter to eisiils Association read and received, and Breth- 
Mt. Fulk, J. T. Hannah, G. Potter, S. Bonham, R. Carmichael, T. J. 
J, Pedigo, W. Graves, J. G. Hall, T. Roy, M. Hatfield and J. J. 
ilson, agree to bear the sume to Big White Lick Church, Hendricks 
county, Indiana, the first Saturday in September, 1b64. : 

16th. The letter to Enon Association read and received, and Brethren 
M. Fulk, J. T. Hannah, G. Potter, 8. Bonham, R. Carmichael, T. J. Ty- 
ter, J. Pedigo, W. Graves, J. G. Hall, T, Roy. M. Hatfield, J. J. Wilson 
and’M. Bray, agree to bear the same to Little Eagle Creck Church, Marion 


oupty, Indiana, the second Saturday in September, 1864. 


ZAR. Our next Association to be held with Bethel Church, Greene 


Bty, Indiana, thirteen miles West of Point Commerce ; to commence the 

fh Suturday in September, 1$64. 4 

fee. Elder J. 'T. Hannah, to preach the noxt Introductory Sermon ; in 
Rar fuilure, L. L. Walden. Elder G. Potter to write the next Circular 


SOrdered that 500 copics of the Minutes be printed, one hundred 
ited among the corresponding Associations, and the balance distri- 
among the different Churches according to the money paid in—the 


“Slerk to superintend the printing. 


Then, after a friendly interview, adjourned in love and peace. 
Ms - "JOSEPH T. HANNAH, Moderator. 
en Fountain, Clerk. 


et 


-a < 


ve CIRCULAR LETTER. 
Bgrovsn Bretunrn: 
WAccording to our urual custom in sending you with our Minutes a Circu- 
lar Address, permit us at this time to lay before you some remarks on 
Punctuality. Although it may perhaps, appear at first view a subject not 
’ fit for a Circular Address, we hope that, when we take into consideration 
the signs of the times, it will not be thought useless. 
Punctuality, in its prime meaning, signifies nicety, oxactness, &c. Per- 
haps some may be alurmed on first thoughtut the idea, Tor we ma have 
heard men often censure others for being too nice, exact, or scrupwous in 
their conversation,.dealings, Gc. But it would be well to inquire into the 
cause of;such censure, Is it not because curruption has so far prevailed in 
our'day as to make virtue and truth’ look contemptible? Asan evidence of 
this, look in the statute book of the State, there where we should have cx- 
pected to see laws to compel men to comply with their engagements, that 
which has been the aim of legistutors for hundreds of yeurs, we sco instead 
thereof, acts declaring they shall not be compelled to pay their debts when 
due; and if not worth more thana 5 ecified sum, not pay them at any 
time—thus giving encouragement to feischood and dishonesty. Nor must 
our legislaturs bear the whole blame alone. ‘They are the choice of the peo- 
le, and no doubt they aim to please them and to secure their suflruge. 
ut, Brethren, we would not have meddled with these things.here.if it were 
not to apprize you of the danger the Church may be in from such examples. 


Wand the dry Innd—Jonah 1: gb. 





WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, 






Inasm 
thine oe Bicmbere are also members-of civil societ 
authority, althou h ibs _— if they comply with the requirements of a 
be at loss here ae 2 may be contrary to the lawsofGod. Ife S ot Sie 
whothat it be ticht y ie the example of Peter und John, in A ae aye 
God, judge ashy .. 7 . she of God to hearken unto you beh to ‘+ 
— i at hibarie te cA that church sncvelecke al 
ust debts whe ey becg ir chyagemens, neg Cetas 
Word of As cant yen ce ae the they find prev gs a 
anything,”’ but to love rity! "That word says: “Owe no man’ 
the eharustertat ‘cone another’—Rom, 1: 8, | 10 Man 
Asalt te ‘ie BaP wat shall dwell in the ikea rie Le ondof : 
sweareth to his me Nee qo that speaketh the truth ins his‘h a rr 
Nedisn uamar.cen urt—Psnlins 15: 1, 2,3, 1. Itisthe first nj eur, a 
with truth, We oes by Bt. Paul, having your laing gine of 
texts of scripture ae, hetther ine nor space at present to sie os “Ode 
not as the people of ica | punctuality, - But let as take heed ‘ia oo 
turned away backward pow Isuinh complained, from whom judgm y 
tho street, and eauty and justice standeth afie off} for truth 4 Tallg wy 
cara dovenain ity cannot onter—tsauh dd: th We heat wlan 
the truth. Oh! me to all, and especially to those who ‘elas 9 * 
the exuinple ros go oe who stand as watchmen on the valle of L 
dealings with man! Fe es yrecepts. Let them be punctual in al 
When Obediah ih yan Owe no man anything but love : 
his promotion b ys po Elijah, the servant of God, he did not 
vant, fear the Lod on the king of Israul; but meully said wt t 
was asked to tell of ae my youth.” Also, Jonah, the prophet 
“Tam a Hebrew, mel | hat Bo Le a. ovcupation, he ‘amy 
od of heaven, who made the sear: 
serva ’ : And now, de . eas aX 
servants, yo do rnliy fora tho God of artis let be eee eae 
yout Brethren to a to meet at the house of God, but bevounetant ie 
“Although diffisulties — to worship, and to inquire in His Be Tae “ 
and roar against you like th i eater your way, and temptation mares "pl 
op cee Lord ve resist and ri eee s yout in the haat i 
» you will find ’ doubtless the next ti 3 * 
to Your fiends—dulgee 11s 8, thorg, of which you ly cried ie 
MANY, let wll your words | 7" nt aa 
showed thee, O m: P bG sincere, and never a wet gee Mal 
but to do jusdy, and Mi 7 _ yaa doth the Let ioe ve ” 
Farewell. y,and to walk humbly with¢thy God, 
3 al 


JOSEPH T. aang 
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4 ; ‘i sbtcn Be, 
=. icin OF THE, WHITE RIVER ASSOCIATION, |. “¥ 
ETHEL MEETING NOUSE, GREENE COUNTY, INDIANA} communist on 


THE FOURTH SATURDAY IN SEPTEMBER, 1864 
’ 


Ist. The I 
eb foes ih abies | Sermon was delivered by J. T. Hannah, lio 
’ " 






MINUTBSs OF THE: 
"y 


Letters from the following Churches wore read, and their Messen- 
names enrolled, as follows: 












Messongers. 


Diss’d byletter. 


Excluded. 










.G. Hatt, A. Brock, R. Hall,.....+« spitsaawcceay Lindl 
iS. 8. Crass, A. Dodds, W. Owen, 8. Fountain,....}..]-+}*: 







Indian Creck,... 
‘: Guthrie's Oreek, . 





ilgal, ......+../1+ Henderson, EB, Woolery,..+. +0950: saaaewewsa|vales 
ing Oreck,...|@. Potten, T, Roy, J. Pierce, H. Picrco,....+++++ a1 
bron, ceeeeee (Me Muse, A, Garmichaol, J. Millar, T'. Onsiunant, 16 








A, Martindalo, It. Carmiachel....eeeeeeees 
ef. Watson, We Watson reese 
8. Inman, D, Duncan; D, Nale,......+- 
. ALE, Boruff, W. Whitaker,scresseeeseeseeens oenee 
» INo information,....++ceecessevres eT er ek 
J {T. Lures, M. Hatfield, A. Hatfield,...++.++e005 
i. I, Oliphant, G. 0. Hodges, J, Snyder, J. G. 
Owen, J, OwWanysrccceceee . 10) 
. T, Uannau, 8. Bonnam, 0. Mite 
ve e{D, Allon, J. Allens. scasccueseeevevtenssenecs 


Totaly.+ssseeevee s+ of 34/31} 109017 5/418 





epereeeeroeeeeriag 


























Elder J.T. Hannah chosen Moderator and S, Fountain Clerk. 
Whereas a letter was presented by J. East, (purporting to be) from 
minority part of Hebron Church, which was read and rejected. 
af. th. Opened ® door for the reception of Churches, when J. Goff present: 
“‘e@d-a‘lettér from Prairio Creek Church, requesting the Association to re- sy 
_agind heres of 1852, in dropping said Church out of her union; and also 
“aske:th ‘Association to receive her back ugnin, which was answered in the 
egative,’ $s: ' 3 
‘6th. ‘Letters of correspondence called for, and‘received one from Dan- 
* yille'Association by the hands of; Elder J. Kinder,.L. Pennington and L. 
A. Harden, who'were; invited to seats in Council. Also received a letter 
from Enon*Association by the hands of Elder B. Rounds, who was invited 
“.4" to a seat in’ Council. ' : 
vs Mth. This'Association rescinds her'act of last year in regard to opening 
‘+ g@ correspondence with the White Water Association. a‘ 
o by Elder G. Potter. 
i 













_. "Sth Gi¥cular.Letter read and received. Written 
‘t 29th™ADpointed J. EH. Oliphant to write a letter of correspondence to 
s Danville, and E. Woolery to write one to Enon. 
10th. Elder J. Kinder and B, Rounds to preach to-morrow, and G. Pot- 
ter to close; Worship to commence at 10 o’clock, A. M. 
. 1th, Moderator and Clerk committce to arrango business for Monday. 
_ 12th. Adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o'clock. 
18th. Monday morning, 9 o'clock, the Association met pursuant to ad- 
journment, and after. praise and prayer by Elder J, G. Hall,.proceeded to 
usiness, . a : 
--'14th. Bill of Arrangements read and received. an 
16th. The letter.to Danville Association read ande received; and Elders 


a 















tt. 


+4. 8 


4 


ait 


+, /¢) &repngen Fountain, Clerk. 
d e 


‘* «buted among the different Churches according to the money paid: 
‘clerk to superintend the printing. + | 


ee —-—— bea 
ey eae CIRCULAR, LETTER, “hilee 


te 


5 
WHITE RIVER ‘ASSOCIATION, 































% 
M. Fulk, J. 1. Gannoh, Ce. Potter, 8. 8S. Crabb, J. G. Tall, and . 8:4 
ham, and brethren J. Miller, A. Carmichael, W. Watson, J, EH. Oli 
T'. Henderson, R, Carmichacl, W. Whitaker, W. Graves,'and H. 
agree to bear tljé same to said Association, when met with Union ch 
Hendricks county, Indiana, the first Suturday in September, 1855. 

18th. The letter to Enon Association read and received, and -M 7 
J.T. Tannah, Ct. Potter, 8. 8. Crabb, J. Gi. Clall, 8S. Bonham, -and. arth 
ren Js Mitlor, ‘A, Garmichacl, W. Watyon, J. Ul. Oliphant, ‘I’. Hendetson, 
R, Carmichael, W. Whitaker, W. Graves, and H. Boruff, agree.itombear . 
the same to said Association, when met with Hopewell church Manon - 
bet gee the second Saturday in September, 1855, 16 RG Ay: 

14th. Our next Association tobe held with Guthrie's Creel ich 
Jackson county, two miles north of Leesville, Indiana, to commence’: 
fourth Saturday in September, 1856, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

16th. Lider L. L. Walden to preach the next Introductory Sermon, g 

M., Fulk his alternate, and J. 'T. Hannah to write the noxt Circular Jj 

“16th. Zesolved, 'Ihat we restore the Order of Yearly Mectings; ant 
‘this purpose, that Guthrie's’ Crock, Gilga! and Spring Creck ch 
constitute tho first district; Indinu Croelk, Salem and Plonsant Rid 
stitute the second; Bethel, Concard and Ricliland constitute the thi 
‘Hobron, Little Flock and Smyrna constitute the fourth. ‘The meetat 
the first district to commence tho Friday before’the second Saturday. 
June, 1866, at Gilgal church, and to be attended by: Elders 8. ‘Bonham 
T. Hannah, and J. G. Hall. In the second district to commenge tha 
day before the first Saturday in November, 1854, ut Pleasant Ridge 
arid to be attended by Elders J. T. Hannah, 8. 8. Crabb, and 
‘Inthe third district, to commence tho Friday before the - first Sat 
‘December, 1854, at Concord church, and to be attended by Eldegant 
ter, 8. 8. Crabb, and M. Fulk; and in the fourth district to commence the ‘ 
' “Friday*boforo the first Saturday in May, 1855, nt Smyrna chygehief and t 

‘bo attonded by-Eldors G, ‘Potter, 8. 8. Crabb, and J. G. Tall YR Ve, ssi kee 
“: W%th.- Ordered that 600 copies of the Minutes be. printed, one hundred 
* distributed among the corresponding Associations, and the sbalange distri, 


oe 





a ad ae rere 
adjourned in lov aud nna: Mg 
JOSEPH 'l'. HANNAH, Modeyater;,,, 


4 1 OpBAatday 


hon, aftor a friendly interview, 
lps , " 
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Bruoven Breturen anv Sisrens: Late oe. 
i ii ur ‘Circular Address this year will’bo on the subject of the ‘Kingdom, “ 
of’ Christ. Ist, ‘That He has a kingdom, and as o king has an undisputed’ °- 
glit to reign over it,. 2d, The sitting up of that ‘kingdom,'"and¥giving |. . 
sfor,its government, 8d, The qualification of the subjects who‘ai@to | + 
ver ed, 4th, The continuation’of that Kingdoms!!" -/e il gag 
6) ae has a universul Kingdom is: evident'from ‘the“réddirig.of 
Sit tisa term si used and variously applied'tot the 





en oral, and Evangelical Government of Jehovah." The Lord ot 
gd¢Fiis Throne in the Heavens, and His'Kingdom-‘ruleth-over =“ 
re Verse.” Thou art’ the God of all’ the-kingdom)fef the e 
As yi ‘ty fe. . ; eS S 


ate 




































el as eit 
‘a . ® 28 OF THE 
2d Kings 16th 7 
fiasco that the A and 19th vorses. Also Chroni ee... 
pehim at his own tai sonk apeaking of ali es, 20:6, Then 
Bilies and powsrs and d nd in the heavenly ian ritual dominion, says 
ab il declave the'dect ominions, &¢.—-Eph p aI. far above all prinei- ; 
ndvin verse 8th, Ask of the Lord hath said unto sand Gpaims 2 6, 7. 
ar heat ncentee, me and I shall give theo aaa shee aS ey es 
Fae 6. setti 4 F ( athen fort ee r 
thé. aubject of hee, the Iingdom. do he dhe waiteosh S rik 
‘Idhignpriog.to dia time ue: will show that though a able of.it up. was 
tions;as\in Daniel 2: ‘A was set up in accorda e Prophets prophesied 
gegtisaven situa kingdom nd in the days of img = with their predic- 
fein Matthew, 3: 1, 2—In pcsenih shall never be déstr ngs shall the God of: 
she wilderness of Judea ee days caine Jolin the he . Seo it fulfilled 
thand. «And ‘al ‘ saying repent ye, ft ine preaching: i 
[i183 °The voice “ieee 16: 16; and i for the Kingdom of Henven 
ayiot.the Lord. . eg a crieth in the wilderno ; 
or th e-days of these kings “in the dapat tin; the 
pars trom Luke 3: l— ; 3 Q the Cas. x: 
Feder, Pontlas Pilate at in the fifteenth year of th a king i 
é (that iy pate being Governor of Judea Th 10 reign''ol “Tibor 
4 ingdom from;the preter Re tate ig ‘very:- eyie 
‘the world; but. 


ty ‘edt 8 
: oat ap 
avaeafféted violen 
ce, no 
, nor could men press into it; and if it. wa 
-whs;mot, set 


set with full power until 
Noid i fter th ' 
oidinances were instite e Ascension, we : : 
mahal telen intl ituted and practised may admit ; jbiit';’ 
‘aida dale t te ealaiaiaes: Apia shall rule ‘i 2 = fi 
fe in judge. 


fge who aro ofkthd! 
BB st o5-<For none cal 1 and ‘hear. the; voi 
egeoledodemrNoghas the : é cari enter it but such:as: cite o! ‘the, Son. of 
ie ohn sie woh eile Be all its fp oe the spirit: 
3 bein edn’ 9,405 Oo ." i : L ‘seu it: 
i apiritaal kingdom matt pe laa aS is evident that: thalty syeeedrags a 
before:theyjoan enters: spiritual Stel wcore aan a spiritual, existe 
° ‘ -~—nor can any be visi om : ‘ nce we . 
ubjects’ ’). 


oftit unlese 
unjesa;they appear to be regenerated, and by a professi 
sion and obodi- ” 


itence,! asiits,privile pete 
ear i ges and imm ta te 

are spiritual:and h unities are not of: this, 
“places ee Le axe all s tat oc Nt bat ‘such; as- ; 
subjects‘of the kin ees ‘esi Thef king’ aint esi sssings in heavenly: , 
ourth and last _ roma beee Tituals., . yy a ie of course the «: 
—The}gontinuation ‘of the Ki of ee 
ingdom. that’ ‘ 


ms. 


by? : from: th : : | “4 { ] F i } 7 l . . 
size Daniel Se n t @ i i e h 
y 0 t 0 in, d 4 d 


oo Mp kingdom which’ 
4 Tee: 0 And he abel geen be*destroyeéd, , and --shall 
i his kingdom. there, all bee over-the house ‘of Jc all’ stand’ forever. 
~ (Dan. 41 3-—-His kin ds gE lene Matte, io, 18h forever,: and “of: 
: yc aa to poe li bh athe ilngdor, aah pH Bt and 
a: hi : . , 18th, And His ini 
io dam:shgl be-ane, everlasting saneileons te a S14) Pesta 
Bs Ore ac... 48 U . reer a a ts Se - 
ia cingep mn is bgt. 


U 
wth, ‘ 
a erat 
‘ fe 
wae s 


ii 


iF he at'the-preaching of J 
berles ng of John set up the visible ki dae 
s passages of Scripture; Pa ree ht r 
1-46 could. not’ A 


1 
w 
4 
' 


he 


ian) 


he n ¢ t 
W a. visible state thro gheut time, isabundantl man. 
p ee neta be y janifest “y, - 


atthow Id: 12, 13; and Isaiah-- 9: vA 
D4 


-or'the Em R 
perors of Rome,) the God.of Heaven set i : 
up -@ kingdom: ag aa ; 


a 
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Pentecost, 
our Lord never entered tho visible kingd 
om. *. ‘Thetig: iw 2 


lification of+the subj f 
ofthe sub ’ is ki n 
u — of this kingdom.; Its true subs tie 


Yeubjects offa: | ie 
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world—persee 
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of this world, although it is in the 

it immediately after it Was get up, aud 
0) doubt while she remuins i 

+ Christ must reign until he hath put all enemies under 

Il be destroyed is death—lst Cor., 


enemy that shall be, 
and sisters, when the last enemy diz 
s ‘the say iti 


Then, deat brethren 
ved wp in victory. shall be brought to Fas 
i where is thy victory?” So Wey 
God and the word of 
wit 















ou up 


able to build y 
is the sincere P 


sanctified, which 
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1st. The Introductory Sermon 


 Bebrows, 1d: }- 
Qd. Letters from churches called for, 


enrolled, viz: 
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RTH SATURDA 
was delivered by 


Yara, 
and their Messeligers” 
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st 
ay 
r Jndiwn Creek, +l." 
Guthrie's Oreek;..\8. © i 
e Gilgals v-++4** m\:6 i: 
Spring Greek,» +\T secepreseneet reac ceeeeeeloalt 
= Jlobran, veers M, Futr 
a Cal) Richland). ++s+** {L. Stalotps. soccer peugiansngse eet 
‘ty & Balemrsecerre'’ 8, Jaman, Te ele. PTY cae 
yi int a ¥ Lite: lock, ‘; "lw Whitaker, | Bringon. «ue s+ Vosreneeouees 
Semmes) Fa Dewitt’s Creek. Dissolved. , 
A Plegsant Ridge... 3. ¥. Jamesoh TA. HatGeldy:M. Oxeen++s+**"" eee 
Ay Concord, +++ J. H. Oliphant, J: G. Owen, ‘A. Owen, eseersreet’ 
Pethel..-+++' MSs eievatt, B. Haunab , E. Pickel veces o0ee ae 
— Broyrna, cere’ Lorene 
‘ ‘ Friendship se lis Bang, By Borers eee” oer 
gd. Elder J. T.H 
Aggociation was opencd with prayer by 
at - ath. Letters of corres yondencc called for, ed. 
k a ville Association by the ands of her messengers, VIZ! ¥ +. 
: : ton, W. Wa. West, and G. Walker, which was ‘rgceived”” 
gors cordia iy: invited to seats in Council. ye aM . 
pos 
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MINUTES OF THE 


Poth, Oyued acdoor forthe reception of Churches, when a letter was’. 
resentedfrom Topewell Church, by the handsof her messengers, viz: 

Mtoscph Villiams, Williain Jackson, and Jesse Sullivan, requesting-to unite \ 
h thi:Association, which was read and referred till Monday. Alsoa {ey 
fer we presented fron Friendship Church, by the hands of her messen- |” 
Fytrs, vi: M. Bray and Uf, Bort) which was read und reecived and her ° uy, 
messencers cordially invited to sents in Cauneil. A 7! 


5 Gth.Circular Letter read and received. .Written by Elder J. ‘I’. Wan- 
nah. ‘ 
A 7 Appointed J. G. Owen, to write a lotter of correspondence : to gi. 
~Darille, and H. Boru to weite one to Enon. “ ' ' f. 


aie Hi, Jilders J, Cuse, M. bulk, and J. 1. Womae to preach to-morrow. 
se Wrship to commence at 10 e’cluck, A. M. 
Mth, Moderator aud Clerk committee to arrange business for Monday. 
10th, Adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o'clock. 
! . 11th, Monday morning, 9 o'clock, the Association met pursuant to ad- 
* journment, and after praise and prayer proceeded to business. 
Buh. Vil) of Arrangenents read and inde the order of the day. 
WIth. Nhe request of Hopewell Chorch taken up; bat owing to some 
‘ gricvance existing with some of the members of Richland Church, 
Against some of the members of Lopewell Church, their, request was in- , 
aefinitely pee genet and the Church not received. , eee 
BAU. ‘The letter to Danville Associntion read and approved and Elder J, 
Arann, J. Gd, dlall, 8.8. Crabh, J. 01, Oliphant, J. W. Carmichacl, M, 
ray, W. Graves, A. Owen, ‘I’. Oliphant, 11. Borull, W. O. Welch, and J. 
n, agree to bear the same. i 
LOth: .l'e letter to non read and approved, and Elders J, 1. Han- co 
eG. Hall, 8. S. Crabb, J. i. Oliphant, J. W. Carmichaol, M. Bray, ie 
es, A. Owen, T.. Oliphant, 1. Borull, W. O. Welch, and J. | 
if TOg to bear the san , , : ‘ 
> 16th? Our: neft, Associatio} to be Jheld with Pleasant Ridge Church, \i 
east-of. Scotland, Greene county, Indiana, commencing the fourth . £ 
n.September, 186G,:at 10 o’clock,:A: M. ° ‘ ; 
Jur Sectional meetings will*be.held as follows: In'the Ist district, 
ring-Creek Clirch, commencing: tig’ Mriday before the ‘first Saturday a 
15, 856, andl to be attended by lulders J. G. Uall,’S. 8. Crabb, and 4 
t kgtin the 2d district, at Salém Church, commencing the-Friday be- be 
as. fore,the:éurth Saturday in May, 1856, and attended by Elders J.T, Han- # 
nalj.and‘M. Fulks, in the 3d district} at Richlad Church, commencing the 
Friday before the.second Saturday in August, 1856, to be attended by El- 
ders.M*Fulk, and-J. G.-Hall;-andin ‘the 4th district, at Hebron Church, 
she “commencing the ‘Friday before thethird Saturday in December,"1856, and 
Mito ibe.attended by Dlders J. ‘I’. Hannah, 8: 8, Crabb, and J. G, Tall. 
4, &** J8thsElder\M. Fulk to preach{the next. Introductory Sermon, and J. 
iphant his'alternatc. J. A Oliphant to write the next Circular 
“Resolved, That the.Clerk have a file of the Minutes of the: White 
Ee SL asccintien, from her Constitution to the present time, inclusive, | 
r/ tdwa‘up and printed,;.and James H. Oliphant to supcrintend the printing. bs 
this Resolved, ‘That, the Churches be requested to furnish the namos,of 
if:deccascd’ members, in their statistics horeafter. =" ;, 74!" Kanai 
& . we a 
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: 
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tes be printed, 100 ¢ 
ocintions, the bale 
rdingsto the mone 
’ ry a ib 


tat. Ordered Chat G50 copies of the min 
be distributed simone the corresponding: Ags 
distributed among the ae pr aene wegs 
and the Clerk to superintend the printing. * shots 
iondly interview with cach other, adjourned in pe 

an sak maa IT TANNAI, Mode 
Srsenkn Fountain, Clerk. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. - 

The subject of our Address at present shall be upon _ 
sation. When they meet, Christians should speak of those su jee 
most concern tutional and immortal souls hound for etornity® ns i. 
world ‘have their social meetings; but their gonversation genorally 
in the channel of their thoughts, and thoughts, dwell upon uae 
which lic nearest our hearts. “Out of the abundance of - A 
mouth speaketh.” . Plans of wealth, schemes of ambition, the ¥ 
the Fitical horizon, or perhaps'the subject of their neighbors “2 
jfperfections, constitute the all-absorbing themes of attention. via 
innocent hearts have bled,» how many have grieved et * 
Ptom wounds thus inflicted, how many gentle spirits sige | ‘s 
how many quarrels and contentions among or - es 
been caused by the circulation of evil reports hy : the # — a 
but this propensity to think and speak of the _ ts of others, 
with consequences the most dangerous, nnd ou 





ito be abandoned 
that ail of our active powers, 
uent employment ofst 
efects in the character 


i trengthens the power of perceiving faults—and thus’ impe! 
a ail these tenis reflect their sombre shades a4 a 
mind, “Said a Grecian sage—“Show me pone Gene tay ne 
character.” lt is yet as truc as it was eighteen wee eye 
unications corrupt good manners;”” but the Chris ie 
B loves not to look at and dwell upon the shad 58 
world. That,evil exists he knows and regre\aiagagy g 
ABS ich thinketh no evil,” he would gladly throy 
Rid imperfections of every man—the love folt™ 
put the best,construction, upon everything 
awe the veil'from the infirmities Na angie 

true’ pets howanes : 

7 Nevthon itu ‘Chrir ts steay oral They 
See nore glorious subjects employ their ! 
owt ete talk.of “the virtues and excell Bien rt 
They pret wa" 1 love especially to talk ) ' 
shoir associates. Butt wd  aepeeisliveranes in. 
and tho joys which it aflort . o- No they fee ik 
tho'blessings which God has bestowed. “he allot 


the songsof Zion. 
" God, and the peor < po er conflict is over, the'last st 


ir future home I Ae of 
ad on its retiring clouds is spread. the ia : 


eternal day: . ‘ iit 
a “y i ho did salvation bring, r 
z a 34 Liane think and ring. 
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in strength as they are exercised. ‘The free 
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; 4 ew 
oh 4, ar heotiven and sinters, if the last above described; claeitier | is” 


the careful should, we abe. tu show a corres rouding , tong of conduct 
SEversation—-leeyour: ech be always with ‘graces dusoned With , 
says the Apostle=-Col., 4: Be: Neither, filthi bas hor tt 
Resting, which are not, convenient; in rathu th 
” How forcibld the argument empl ayes bythe Apostle to; urge Gt 1nis+ 
“on lead o lifgof holiness in this-worle dfilwn from ihe feurful,xce gins 
near approach of unother.. What a vivid, and terror-inspi ing gesctip- 
‘does he give us of the dissolution’ of nature ‘at the, sgreat = Best) th 
oF deat imagine that you'see heaven and earth wrabped 
beat the dung, 
»e—you see on high tho coleman (se pul i 
ervand’ rollingytogethef like a scroll—the' beauty: ‘and glory: ithe en 
colt” ulace fades aivay, und becomes lost to your vision in thorsiliolea’ cal 
eine Beeine. then, ‘that, all. these: thi ngs. shall be.’ wien ee 
erof persons ought ye to be in ‘all: hi Nconversation ,and 'g 
isiicning’ vaerie ha recone to (he former lusts:i yo 
Butasjiie which huth culled you"ist ily sorhowye holy “in: all” eK 
] rsation—Ist Peter, 1;q} 5; und 2d' ph fan 11,12, Dabs uh fh K 
Melee) cue ‘here in | feat, showing’ forth, the: praiso, of Him’ who halls 
nealléd:you out of : vines into his marvellous: light... Labor DYYhe grace 
God: ‘to glorify\His name in life, that you. may diavin. pane 7) 
gthe gpivation. of the Lord. «¢, 
Lnowlat! ministers consider their’ duty, for tho. heralds of ties 


mente to the center ofthe glo 


mething? élse todo than to be spending their time in needless debate 4 


ttheitistitutions of the dey, ,either for'them or against them—for ey i 
ili‘all:pase aia like the world te which they belong-—for ,, the fashi an P 
is World pi passe th away—Ist Corii7:s31; “They should nov" ‘only “Lift 

ztheip voice ti ‘li Fe “trumpet and show,: th ,podple their’ (thriagrensiois 
their, ping; bupithey should be often. ‘apeaking,-of Lm glad tidii 
‘there: ‘4s a’Savior:born for sinners—to say ‘Behold the Lamb of 
: wit of the world’—that the‘wWork, of tedempti 
athimtHa according as‘it is written—"'He that RAGE 
Baa Yes, let them: ‘publish: thbséttiesyenly. 
pall the world around.” : Let-the't ee araiil Hal 
, und “the superstitious pubes: be told'that ¢ 
on the-cross is the onlyway {ipeceptance, 
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SKING'A NOOK OF RECORDS, MADH IN ODEDIENGH ‘TO AN ORDER OF A.cONVE 
(OY (REGULAR. BAPTISTS, 1KLD AT GILGAL MELTING HOUSE, I IN ‘LAWR 
at INDIANA, , ON THY THIRD SATURDAY IN ocTonen,'1821, Com 
’ " % E 
TAINING THE’ MINUTES OF" SAID CONVENTION, AND OF: ALL THE OM 
“ SUCCERDINO ANNUAL. ASSOCIATIONS, ur vo 1855, . 
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